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Abstract

The purpose of this article was: 1) to study the management of religious property
(land); 2) to propose guidelines for the management of religious property at Wat Sai Mun
Mueang, Phra Sing Subdistrict, Mueang Chiang Mai District, Chiang Mai Province. This was a
qualitative study, employing documentary research and in-depth interviews, with data
analyzed through a descriptive method.

The research found that: 1) Wat Sai Mun Mueang manages its religious property (land)
through systematic, transparent, and legally compliant lease agreements, providing stable
income for effective development of Buddhist activities while giving tenants secure residency
rights and reducing community disputes. Applying Buddhist principles—the Four
Brahmavihara, Six Saraniyadhamma, and Seven Sappurisadhamma—has further strengthened
unity and enhanced the temple's image as a center of justice and cooperation. 2) The main
problem was insufficient knowledge of land-use laws and regulations, leading to conflicts and
unclear management. Although addressed through legally valid lease agreements with
assistance from the Chiang Mai Provincial Buddhism Office, the process still faced resistance
and delays. 3) Management guidelines should focus on building legal knowledge through
personnel training and clear, transparent lease agreements to foster cooperation and prevent
conflicts between the temple and community, applying Buddhist principles to promote
sustainable relationships. It was also recommended that the Chiang Mai Provincial Buddhism
Office act as an advisor to improve efficiency, standards, and transparency in property

management.

Keywords: Management; Temple properties; Wat Sai Mun Muang
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