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Abstract

The purposes of this research article were 1) to study the level of opinions
on the role of online media towards democratic political participation; 2) to compare
the level of opinions on the role of online media towards democratic political
participation classified by personal factors; and 3) to apply Buddhadhamma to
promote the role of online media towards democratic political participation. It was a
mixed methods research. Data were collected from a sample of 400 people. There
were interviews with 9 informants. Data were collected using questionnaires and
interviews. Data were analyzed using statistics, namely percentage, mean, standard
deviation, in-depth interview. Data were analyzed using descriptive content analysis.
The results of the research found that 1) the level of opinions on the role of online
media towards democratic political participation, overall was at a high level (X = 3.54).
When considering each aspect, participation aspect (X = 3.60), voting aspect (X = 3.58),

and expressing opinions aspect (X = 3.52) were at a high level. As for news awareness
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(X = 3.47), it was at a moderate level; 2) comparison of the role of online media
towards democratic political participation found that people with different ages and
monthly incomes had levels of opinion on the role of online media towards
democratic political participation with statistical significance at the 0.05 level. As for
people with different genders, education level and careers had not difference in a
level of opinion on the role of online media towards democratic political
participation; 3) the application of Buddhadhamma to promote the role of online
media towards democratic political participation of citizens used Aparihaniyadhamma
7, namely regular meetings, meeting together in harmony, failing to enact or abolish
an provision ordinance, respect and obedience to superiors, honoring and protecting
women's rights, promoting and maintaining good cultural traditions, righteous

protection.
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