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Abstract

This article examines the lived experiences of border communities in the context of the
Thai-Cambodian conflict through a descriptive and interpretive approach informed by Borderland
Studies, human security, and human dignity. It argues that border conflicts are not merely matters
of international law or interstate politics, but ongoing power processes that profoundly shape the
everyday lives of people living at the margins of the nation-state. The article begins by tracing the
colonial origins of border demarcation and the Preah Vihear case, highlighting how maps, legal
regimes, and discourses of sovereignty have transformed historically fluid spaces into sites of
protracted conflict.The analysis of border communities reveals social and cultural structures
grounded in overlapping identities, multilingual practices, and cross-border kinship networks that
challenge rigid notions of national belonging. State-centered security measures and militarization
have generated persistent uncertainty in everyday life, affecting mobility, education, religious
spaces, and border economies. In particular, border closures and security controls have intensified
economic vulnerability by disrupting informal trade and livelihood strategies that sustain local
households. The article also examines how nationalist discourses, mobilized within domestic
politics, reinforce “us-them” divisions and undermine long-standing cross-border social relations.
At the same time, the article demonstrates that border communities are not passive victims of
conflict. Rather, they possess significant capacity to foster bottom-up peace through everyday
coexistence, informal cooperation, and locally grounded mechanisms for managing tension. These
practices constitute a form of “everyday peace” that persists despite political uncertainty. Drawing
lessons from the Thai-Cambodian border, the article highlights the limitations of state-centric
security policies and underscores the need for border governance that prioritizes human security,

community participation, and human dignity. Such an approach is essential for building
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sustainable peace that emerges from the lived realities of border communities, rather than being

imposed solely through top-down political and military frameworks.

Keywords: border communities, Thai-Cambodian conflict, borderland studies, human security,

bottom-up peacebuilding
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dnwal wavanuiAndunmielidundutin  meldusuniissldnasmssueuiunaazmasmmsidy
nalnvdnlunisdaniaiudl (Walker, 1999; Glassman, 2010) fnsinsoguuaunfignudn Anudnuds
Lilddusammnsalianemi madunszuiunsiunsnduuasidonassdinuesyauurouauoens
soiiles

Turnsfriuunanuidsisiniusesh Uszaumsnlvasyuvumeauasieuuniseulasionis
sonuuulsvemeualuewen neamgluuiuniisgdedlimnudfgiunseuauiunuuusaiy
Fafunsmuauiuiivasnisuntesedulae  wnninisaisisauifunsesyuduasdniaieniudy
uywdresszrvuluiuil (Scott, 2009, Tyner, 2009) UMFBUAINTIRISVOIYUBLYIBUALDIITE
Pndiutedfavenloneiivonvaumuduismundesiuresy  innniuiimedsnuiifanuduniug
PUNTUAUDE 1T U

fnqusvasdvesunaruiiiedianssznisudn Usgmsusnitenssaunuagianudile
Uszaunsalfinvesyumunouaulne-fum  aneldeulvvesmnudaudavaau  Tneupmesain
a9 U (Bottom-up perspective) filvinnudftyiuides aaunsesn waznagnsnsAnssegvasrauly
ﬁuﬁmﬂﬂdwmsa%mewhumau5114?%@&%’@%@51’18@83 (Ngoun, 2016; Tagliacozzo, 2005) 13

'
aaa o 14

Wismmﬁﬁﬂdnsﬁwlﬂmmamwmgﬂmawmlumuﬁﬂmé’mmmﬁumLLazmmé’mﬂ’uéideUizwm
UsgnsfiaesunanuililingUssasdiiedunseiunisounnussaunisalvesguvuiisuaulugtaiaus
WD UIAREINSUNTBONLUUULE U8B 8 WALl LB LA lgsamausienwIneansglaludagiuin
ADMNAADINIDTALEINUTINATWBIUTEvUlUN UM N 9le N15DONLUVULEUIBBELAUNSITUTIAIT
& & [v] 1 a I3 494'/ A & r-:qu a 1 [

\AFRUAINNTEUANNTIUAIYRISTIUgNsauTNeuununuluiuveywdduiunvesnsegsiuiu - wag
< ‘&J = [ v €Y Al 1 Y] v =1 1 a
JUNUNY9ANUAURUSTIUNT LA U LI D1FAVIAAIEUINTNITN 1IN SHREBE19LR8(Glassman,
2010; Anderson, 1991)

IfﬂsmmLLé’Dﬁm’mLLaz’E’mquizmﬁmaawmmﬁajﬁiﬁﬁu’h A5vinANLtamu e lne—
) | P o & v a ) a B Ay vaa o v Pl
Aunyegeseuau  Iludsasuanmssuiladesesinunlsdineglawauay  nszdszaunisal
yasrnliiiesazviounansevuvenleviesy nduluunasenuddfgyiiannsatlugniseenwuy

wlevgmauauiasndnaesanuduuyed wazidoneduinmluszezen



5assganansuasiiiAanifAne Un 2 adun 1 (UnsiAu-wweu 2569)
The Journal of Political Science and Legal Studies Vol.2 No.1 (January-April 2026) wu'1 |6

2. nsuLUIRALAzIUANYAEaTas
2.1 waRnIdBALAULAzNUTIvBYaU (Borderland Studies)
nsniFsLueziuivievey Timeaudlanuusufuiinesvaunuduiendy
WsoIansEninesgd Tnoauelioneuaulugg  ufimediaauaznindles Aduludenis
sosessiung Avalluiuey wasaudiiusiideuseninasgiulssmaluituil (Tagliacozzo, 2005;
Walker, 1999) ARSI iU meLmulﬁ,ﬂﬁtiﬁuﬁdwLﬂmﬁsamimmumﬂ%’g AL LT
fiusziRmans Jausssn wazguuuunmsmsadinfididunteunsieiiinvessguaadel

[

lunseunwiniiiwauaugnyinaudilalugiug Aunvesess1una (Space of negotiation) &4y

Ll

[ [ 4

weneussnai Uiy muay wagdassdou dunguang snasmseasiuag wagdydnunives
osuloe sumdoriussrmuluiiuiineuauitlffudedfusuitesadosn mnusimuuwmg
Tumsuiuin deses wazunaiaivandessinnals Wesnuiitinuasnatslovivesmumes (Scott,
2009) MsviesessnanotaUIngluguvesasugialifunins mandeuiiotumsuueuogisdangu
wsansliinioriensderudinsguAdunineinslunsassdin

sufnwF i iinuauluedens fuoondeddinume “nsu” (Porous) uazenndens
AIUANDELTNEST %qazﬁausﬁaﬁwﬁ’maﬁ%’j[,uﬂﬁﬁﬁuﬁuﬁmamauaéwamyiaﬁ (Tagliacozzo, 2005;
Walker, 1999) aungudinalalininedsaiulissdey ‘mﬂLLﬁiL“fjJug‘Uwaaasmﬁaumqé’aﬂmﬁ
uanssaInATINETessgaunas wesdinfiuiliAnmsresessrunaseninedgiuguuuegwioiios

uenandfivesdnauds  wnAsmsinwrideawuasiufievey  Sudhlfifiuiany
NINAOUVDIBAANWALALEIUIDTT Tufiufivieunu s1utas Anderson (1991) wag Thongchai Winichakul
(1994) FWidiud  msadeniuannunudunszuiunmduanssuiifesedowsuil a1 uas
dydnuaimnanisdles Tunanduiu gurumeuauswnnnduiisndnuaiideuiuuardavgu wanin
owlildiemmuesetmedindy “ruvessglasinily wowiidy “euiiuil” Aiaudiusnis
TAUSTIU AW LAZLATOYIRTIUNTULAU

A douvesddnualfinanviliiuivewaunaneluiuiinisiuna s llamsaviels
ogsauysel Srunavesiziainunngludnuasiutieg videlawzaniunsal lasiowglutisiiinn
AupTeanseAUTALEs (Scott, 2009; Glassman, 2010) lunsalaudaugsine -y %“gﬁgqamcﬂw
wenguvinlvsndnualmudundudsi snmnssumnuiunaznsugnisndton vaeiitingde

YDIYHUIUYUULAUNAUAT0E UUAINAGHLATBLAY NN TR TINAULIMNTUUAY (Ngoun, 2016)
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A1SUNINTDULUNIAANISANBIIPEALAULATNURTIeYaU  Unldluunanudl  Fedenudanluy

s waweulne-funeldlgdiesiuifinmseningg  wnuaduiuinedeuifidin 39
YIUYPUAUADIDTBINUSIUATFREesBL TR WWIARlYIBUnRUTININTIAT e Rl UL 1B AL
fingnvilideumeltlunufinuiiusgdugudnans waznsngulinishanudileanudauds

Weuauluiifvessraunisaluyed inndnisuesiunsevedylneuazanuiuasiieogaie

2.2 wurRnANMUTUAIYE Y BERAzANAA3 AT UYL

(%
v o a

wnAneusiuadunseudgmAuuussfuiniauddyiunisuntesesulay  Auuau  uay
AwogsaAvesss Munalnyanismnswagnsmuauiuauiunadundn ogslsfin Fudausivans
AsadAnsIudl 20 1Wuduan divnswezesdnsssnieUssmesuaunnldfemaudenseufndana
Tnotauauudn “mnusiunsweauywd” (Human security) dasjsinegngudnansveseusiunsnisung
uywdlugnuriaanuasguay (Tyner, 2009) wwAndlmiudn maswseguasigiiduadaildnnoa
MHInveIU T vUILUaanAEnIaNAMAIN MINUTEABUTIRDLHTAUAINNGT AINEINIU LaZAIY

TaiwduauluTinuszaniu

Tuvsuniiufineuny wwifnanuiuaremywdiaudAgduiiviy Wewinyusueuaudn

o

A o

AnegnelAlsInAfuaDIUNTaNiY AUNTleRag UIIVBITTING 1L IUAIUANNUTRULATNTAUAIY
fums BnAunilaRonUUIEUINILATYERY deu wagnisilesiiiinainauliwiueureuunwAL

(Glassman, 2010) n1suaeruduAIUEUdvDIYEddaislaweliiud uleueniguesn “duiu

sornuiiune” ornaeduideiitmeumiusuamesdiaussrsiluiufivieuaudons unAadss
wiuienusiuadhilddiinegiiesnslifeasesuvienstesiudoanaameams  mnswdsniny
fuasnaasugia madhdmineins mtowi amnuvseadeludinussiiu uasmsmssdinegnad
e (Tyner, 2009) dwsuyuvumewaulng—iun Ausfupsiaigtedagnsaiumsda-Jnsu
PIUAL M8 MRS wagnsdifeuinstuiiugiu innndussdumanisnmsi

[ 4 o v [ o v
iﬁl‘lﬂﬂ?ﬁJﬁWﬂ@LUua’]@ULLiﬂ

£ o &

AIUANULWIANANITUADINYEY wufaTes Andimsauduayed (Human dignity) 19sunis

nivenTuanlglunsiesgvnansenuvesloigauiuasilsetinussvivy Ingamgluiunnggly

o £ o

dwmegadudy  Anprsanuluuywdnnetiniseensuaualuanuluuysdvesiaanuasyuvy

) [y 1

TngliaanoumnuniduiisunIssdevesigniodsanaiuneninuiung (Anderson, 1991; Scott, 2009)

q

o |

Turiunmeway  wnAaidsiausenisufjiRvesignuesdssvuluiuiduies

143

HARvaIdy” v3e
Vaa a a

“GInUIANULEEY” UNNIATENSLASLEUIUDINULDY

e
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QJQ‘QI

uAnw e Tudlmiiu wmsmsiuauiunsfiaziasdnarinnanduiged  enauilug
wadnslumamsatute nanAslsiifisdliannsoaireausiunsegadaiu mndailiAneuidn avw
Lil3ndla wagnsdedusgluseAuguwu (Scott, 2009; Ngoun, 2016) dnsugavuiguaulng—iuye
msgnAuauNMaedeulm MInsedeuenasagatine iensgnirfansldvinensluiiuil &
dwmatorruiAndudvesiuiiuazanalusuesuesau

=

mshwnAnauiuasveedwazdnars A duyednlduunanul  Jalidmwnedie

UFunseunisuasanudandnauauain “Jamenuduawessy” g “Jymaunmdinvesyed”

Y

nsasunsaudasinantisliiui - duinnluiunvisuaulio1afinainnisiasumdmuisusonis

o £

MrUAEUUALAUNTALRULTEI0E14AEY MINABIAIDLUUNSIATNEANT T uazAnArIveIYNIUT LAY

FaduguunFunansenuresrnudauwdiog1uviade

3. WM svasdainmiuauwaulng—Auwy

3.1 MstvuALUALALYABIANTIAL: WHUT B1UND UATAINARLLATE

mstvuawakausznidine-funulugaeandeudlmiuiienssuiunsmanedaiiu
giienans  nusiunadnsvesnnuduiusidsunIsenIednTssateniusgluginiaeduny fusen
Bodld muauluaruvineasioliign “wand1” unwuend ausdynn uarsndouamudiuy
pefunn Gejwiliiuitinedaveguuasivdoutumitsusy naneduduidiudsuasgnuelness
(Winichakul, 1994; Anderson, 1991)

Tunsallne-funy auSdyanseNan AU SuraTsiuAsadamITell 20 Tneanie
auddeyay A.A. 1904 waz 1907 lana1etdugiunnenguuneuesnsfmualnLAY UANSEUIUNTYILNY
flugatuasviounnuliiaunavessiuassnadany  wuiimanundadavlaad winfidfamagnldidu
véngrumanguanelunaidesn uwheiideldudaieseugnieadunaiiauaznssuivesoasinfinig
(ICJ, 1962; Thongchai, 1994) m’lmquLﬂ%aﬁlﬂﬁlﬂuqﬁama mndunamavesnssnyeaniaufiues
wiuiiuatestiofusuosulne wnninsasiouTinasesaulufiufivouny

auAnwdumsinmmeunutliiiui deunisusnuesesigatelvl  Hufivoumilne-
Ay ndu “Huiinsndew” (Fuzzy space) fyprufienuduiusnaeiond iasughe wagiamsssuia

WIULAUDEABLLDY  MTAUNN MsAvY  uaviisnssunsmauliligndndameidundmed

(Walker, 1999; Scott, 2009) egslsfimu msviliunuiinaneiluesostionenguanewaznisnms el
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Wasuiuma i usuminessy (Fontier of the state) FamurquAdsluefnndunaenu
waenuinanudaudlutagiu

afUTIEsEImMsHemagAsTaiseinsemalud a.a. 1962 \udegsdfgfiasviousiua
vosunuwioUszaunmsalvosuvy ulimatzdndulagendendngruniengmneseninassme  wina
voaddindulddusiduanfoulufiiinsziiuvosssneumeuay eluudanuiuas msds
¥ens warsndnuainnuduidveiiud (ICJ, 1962; Glassman, 2010) LﬁuLLﬂaﬁQﬂm%ﬁwﬂizmwﬁq
wUsanmdudunimnsersuaivaznisiiedluiings

Tagagy msfmumnuaugaeandauluuiumine—fuye wansbidiuin “uwwd” Sladuies
amunuitnd mndunallavessnadivilfanueguieienaaidulymmnadiosszeren ms
anudilaimuinisvedefinnissidudesdounaulunsavnunuluguznandaniausy ihaans
wnnhanaiidunaesmed  dadugadsiuddlunsesnuuuuleuismeunuiinfddia
uazdnArivesuriluauAn

3.2 ARUTIEMINIEINISUaTHaFEIIaUN1aNTTIEBY

fananguaneseninlsema waznsllesmgludunisugnnssuanilien ARUTIENTEINNS
JugadndAyseninnguinesswinUsamatiumadesnigluvessgyflve-dugen  Afinnwiena
gR5IINTENINUTENA (International Court of Justice: ICJ) el a.a. 1962 Faidadelviusamnsims
anagnelaesylnevasiune Tngendendnnisuousuunuil (Map acceptance) WAZNEANIIIVDIST
(Conduct of states) lanareiluussingrudrAgresnguunewauauadelud (1CJ, 1962; Shaw, 2017)

| @ [y a o 1 o « = a 9 1 a Y a
amﬂiiﬂﬂugmawmiﬁmsmmﬂangm}mf\]ﬂugmz ﬂ’J’]ﬂJ%iUwLﬁEWl’NEJﬁUVLWEJ AINNIMNITEIB UYL

'3
v a

| v I3 o g v o ¢ = a ! & a a
NHWNY ﬁx‘iNﬁI‘Vi‘UizLG]‘ULGUG]LLGTL!Qﬂ‘Vl’]I‘ML‘LJ‘ULi@ﬂ@’]itﬂmuagﬁﬂﬂﬂi%@ﬂﬁlﬂm UINNNUTLLAUTUNAUALAE

UYWUFITY
luganguanesenidseme ARnsEImsasvieudedninveinalniain1ssenineusenang
ARAUTDTININTENINNST Tnedlaeeniuunniesuiludesvasyuruisuaudelasunansenulaenss

(Hannum, 1996) @unwauilasunistudulusesurnadadidndusosaonndasiuiin Aunsedn way

v A & A a = = Y i = 9 £ A Noaa v a a =
nslanuivesszesuluiiuiasy  anufsaseadinaiautaeululiemalinidadeiiuinlul
A.f. 2013 Weatun1sianuAinInwal Fadanengimnuidnaselaludinulng wilumanguuneas
feudaaunnnduiaiu (1CJ), 2013)

= Y ) a a 2 o v o &
naazioudAgUsen1snilsvesnansgimsaenisgnilUlddunsneinsmeansdesnigly

lnganglugieiinsdesvendyanuliduas Ms9ede “deanaiuainaieuen” wazn1sugnnssua

MAdeunaeduesesdioadenureusssn (Legitimacy) litungunisidleawazaaiusunauieu
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(Connors, 2007; McCargo, 2009) Ymnssuhdenstndesesulnsgnuantinude nmandoulmms
mMadles wazulyvngenusiuas auuatideiiaateiautaudsdsnaninnguanlaseaiueinnday
LaEnQMNETEINAUsEIMA BnnnAnuRavemuveUsTIIINIAasTINveselar el

3.3 anudaudeuaiouazasumnsluiuiivisuay

FusauAnassy 2000 Wuduan Fofimmlne-funeldnduaumnglusiuuuressufiaaion
mammnsluiiufineuay  TnslamzuinuseuunamwssimsuasiuilndiAss msdahdamms  ns
Ugnsifussey  uazmsUszmaiufiaousiung  IURsuTinusysn furespmumoumisitosagneld
Heoulvvesaaliutueustisseiiios (Glassman, 2010; Pavin, 2014) fufidaeeduunanhimiuuas
msdyasgmiilidusdorinuvietufidests  dwmanssvudeirsugiegunnuasauduiust
WILUAUTIMSIOEIE 1LY

Tudsuleuny mﬂm'fmLLE’J’ﬁ";uaﬁaﬂﬂQﬂmaUﬁasJL.Lmﬁmmmﬁ’uﬂmw@?ﬂ@u (State-centric
security)  AViANAARYfUNTMUANALLAULAE MSLAAILALIIYNINYINAMS  I1nnTINANEuAIYeq
uywd (Human security) wesszvnvulufiudl (UNDP, 1994) msmmslufiufiniounudedldidudios
umsnistesiufinsgioutin madadunszuumsviilidinvessusugnilhdu  “vnevey
ddion” feludagiimans niaides wavdsem

sufnwaeduiliduin - nmamsluiufineweuiuulduainnunduazanalailingds
sehsguruaosilmsuuauisiiluseduinuse sy queumaifivse Rmsfonoidouazmsog i
a8 9dURA (Scott, 2009; Walker, 1999) Anudaudssiuadedadilimdunannanududmngvosssanau
mnduravedlassadesguaitauonueuduiufiutedudsiung  nanlasa  arudaudsne-

v v v aa [

nunwluszegivadvasviounnudouudssninamsilossiusgiudinseduguay  NSIMSWAzIm
nssuANuuAeRasaudaulriudsawauluddydnuel winduvilidinvesaunenduegla
v a o a &£ = ¢ Ao v o2 = o &
WRRAUABAHTYAUAIUTIZUINNEWY unSeuannUszaunisalmvarl@liiuiaanudntuly
nseenuuuulevigmenaulueuAniniunseuAteukarnsmms  ldnstinueiudnansuas

AuiuAIveIy i dugudnay

Yo
4. yuyuyeuaulugiue “glasunansnulaense”
4.1 lnseadedinunas InusTsuvasguvuTIsuaY
YUPIBUAULINE- ANV BRI ILANAIRINAINIVDITTVRRUUALINA1 Ty

1A59a519d ALY NUAIIA AR UUAUVAINYANENIATY NIFTUT uaziATegIATINeAT UNTLLAY
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madleseewieiiles nMwivusuazwlveiudaulignldmugiidudinuszdfu asviounsdisiey
vosdndnwaluuunmdeuihiausadrinegnielinseudyumidnald (Keyes, 2002; Walker, 1999)
Ay “vouan” Tueumnevesuendailiduuts mnduiuidenlosnnuduiusmsdinuiids
#311198198719UUY

s RN U NG WA A VOTIAYNTY NITUAINL N1STINTEVNLATYFNY Az
wenssunemawdnaniululaeldi dadadunuauvesigadeln (Scott, 2009) Aoufimdaudsay

'
1 =

yAmufueion  waueuludfivseruiigandy  Sadedensdmisuarnisuanideumeiaussa
oealsin idespduhlisuuaunaneifuiuiimuauuanihsets e fuarsndnualiuutumi
ﬂé’ugﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁu%aéfmaaé’a LLaxmaﬂ%y’agﬂuaadﬁLﬁuﬁmammﬁ"um (Anderson, 1991; Winichakul,
1994)

TugiAima sy mauanulasiamneTausgmauanlunaluiiufinewsudunumdy
gudnanamsislauazUse Yimanshuvesuruanslmsuuny anudniavsvesiufnaidldynind
$5ui mndenleafummssiisuuasesoidomneiausssu (Tambiah, 1976) Msvilvieauaniu

nareludgdnvaluiedulpsvesssieneliiinmufaesunssninemumunenisnisdesiuaumng
MeinusssuluTInveagusuIsuaY

4.2 Fapuszanduneldanuliutueu: AnundiuazauAuBuiuaNadaugs

arudauddlne-tumuldunsnfudnginuses furesmumeuauludnuusinadusussa
uazuusTsl MaRumsiuiuiduesdudesnindunaneifuianssuiidesduinimiudes sunsia
nsTamsuuautangny wagmsdseniaiuficutuas dmwaliniadifwain Tsadeu uazaniuneiua
hailughemnulaiuiiueu (Glassman, 2010; Pavin, 2014) dwiutssevuluiuil dusunudedlfdu
gaduuuunud vnidudeditaidmuadomeTinluuiayu

Tugunisfing wnuaziemsulugurussuaudeundyivenuusnzuinduiiey Tsadeuuns
wisdeslansiiounsaeuluiisiianiunisalfanion vaziinseuasiduulidesduafiazdsynsvaiu
dusmslnaniuiiufides (UNDP, 1994) mswiaanuseiiesnsmsanunlaiifissdsaaselonaludinues
MTU Widmend1ssamsua sE U naafuteeuliiisiegsely

mauanuinnoduiiuiuienuan  ndugnunsnussinenssnsanusiundlurisardands
el mssianadiisdemslifuiimauiiienguszasdnenmms Idtuneuunumvessman
anulugrueiuiiBeasmisislavessuru (Tambiah, 1976, Hannum, 1996) dwdusmdu A

'3

ANAENTUAAIUNTIRINTIBEAIUATUDE 9B ULES
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agdlsindilannululszaunisalvosgusumauauRoruansatuns “ianulduiven
naneuiFesdudn’ anundwadoslsng Mandoumamms uwazdnianseudauds gnvaeusINi

v aa

AuTinusedrTuaunanedudiunilsvesanudnidlvia (new normal) vasiuiignewau (Scott, 2009) A

Y a

AuTuiidlevnefaniseausy wnilunalnnsegsenvesusunielilasaissunaniauldannse
AauAxla
Tngagunisuesgusumeuaulugiue “dlasunansenulagnse” Hrelamedesineseninauleuy

[y

ANNDUAITEAUSTAVTINISvRIUTEu TN Tassainadny Tausssy wastinussdnTuvesyuvuasvioul
& ) P ) 9 1 = a ! & caly o aa
wiud1 anudaudilne-tunnlilddedymmadesenitdssma  mnidudsvaunisaliladnluin
Tinvosrautainsegldinuauaustsailies  wavadslasumssuilegiesdsunisesnwuuuleuie
PewnuluauIan
4.3 MIAVILUAULALATEFNILITUNINNTT AANAYIBUAY KT WAZAITHINTaiUKALAY
LATHENIYIBUAULNE - AU IR TIOY UNFILVBIN TN TR LA TUTE NI YUYUAR RN T LAY
Inefinanysuausazianssumaasegialiidunsmaduiladdy nsfduunuluddauszdriu lu
1 I a v a a & [ Y7 Yo [~ & [l a [y
Tziuduigllaauilan wandannansinuns wiensnuiudne leneguiluesetnaisugiasedy
s InfgangulazUsuias (Walker, 1999; Glassman, 2010) dmSugaguveuau EunwaUa ey
<@ [} a dy Y a o a
guassa mnilunsnensieliiinlenialunisinsedn

[ |

wisushalilfumanisluiiufimeuauiiunuinddgsonisnssnenelfiaznmsananudedly
Aoy msfuuaildn nsuanAsuusany  wazmsvudeduidnumsuueuluguuuulidunsnis
PrelinsuFeuanninuiiofuallduiuoumansgianasggnia (Scott, 2009) ulfianssumaniisin
gnuosnglugue “uenseuu” vise “HAnguing” walululesuedYuYy Wsyghafing1IRenalnAIy
ogseniiilasneglununynadinuuag Sansssu

wssutamsuueududniifviliasiounuduiusiFaiian ussnuRInRsAyE g
unuwluaANYMsNIIN M3ieaine wazmsATsuay YasussnuLazUsEnounsefianinann
waznsnensaniinsedin (Huguet & Punpuing, 2005) mnuduwusivilvnsuumunaneduiiug
WFITWNaIMW mm’jﬂﬁuﬁLLG(J@GEJ’uLLUU@juETiwémWUaq%’gma

4.4 wanszmuannstiasuuazinasn1sauiuaseldimeluuazanuszun

Soanudaudlne-fmymieudanion tmsnisanasiuamesss Wy mMsUasumeuny
msifanandieen wagmafiunsneaey Iddmansznulagasselasugiarouay nsmgavein
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Abstract

This academic article aims to critically examine the role of digital-era journalism in
promoting political transparency in the context of Thailand. While digital technologies have
enabled broader dissemination of information and expanded the media's capacity to monitor
state power, structural constraints—including political authority, economic interests, and cultural
norms—continue to delimit the boundaries of communicative freedom. The article begins by
exploring key theoretical frameworks, such as media as a watchdog, democratic transparency, and
the dynamics of digital communication power. It then analyzes the landscape of digital media in
Thailand through case studies such as the coverage of parliamentary no-confidence debates and
human rights issues in the Bang Kloy indigenous community. Special attention is given to the roles
of independent media, citizen journalists, and online platforms that have significantly altered the
modalities of political communication. However, this article also highlights critical limitations of
digital media, including the proliferation of disinformation, platform monopolization, state-led
content control, and the absence of professional standards among some media producers.
Comparative cases from Taiwan and South Korea are presented to extract policy lessons that
emphasize the importance of institutional safeguards, civic education, and participatory
governance. Ultimately, the article argues that realizing the democratic potential of digital media
in Thailand requires systemic reform—particularly legal protection for press freedom,
comprehensive media literacy programs, and mechanisms that ensure government disclosure
translates into meaningful civic engagement. Without these foundational supports, digital
transparency risks becoming a performative gesture rather than a transformative force within

Thailand’s semi-democratic regime.

Keywords: Mass media, Digital age, Political transparency, Thailand
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Abstract

This study seeks to analyze utilitarianism in Indonesian politics by identifying the principles of
Pancasila legal justice and utilitarian justice. Using qualitative descriptions with this type of literature
study. Primary data contains journals and books related to research topics, namely the philosophy of
utilitarianism, legal politics, justice, and Pancasila law, while secondary data contains supporting
literature. Data will be understood, recorded, and analyzed using the philosophy of utilitarianism. So
that conclusions can be drawn. The results of the study stated that public participation in influencing
public policies in 2022 decreased from 76.1% to 70.6%. This creates a problem where the aspirations
of the community are not properly accommodated, so that the output of legal politics in the formation of
laws or regional regulations does not contain the principle of justice for the wider community. This tends
to be positivistic and contradicts the formulation of the Law, which must use academic texts that contain
philosophical, sociological, and normative aspects. Thus, eliminating the principle of legal expediency
by emphasizing the principle of legal certainty. In actualizing the principle of utilitarianism in the
Pancasila legal state, which tends to use the doctrine of positivism, the collective participation of the
government, law enforcement, and the community is carried out to form rules and implement these
rules to create benefits for the wider community; it is a major form of the principle of justice. The principle
of utilitarianism is “The Greatest Happiness for the Greatest Number”. Thus, the majority vote is a
representation of the principle of justice. The author feels that this study is not completely perfect and
needs refinement from other researchers. The recommendation suggested by the researcher is to be

more specific in conducting research on related topics about laws that use purely utilitarian aspects.
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l.Introduction

The formulation and implementation of provisions related to universal political ethics in
Indonesia are carried out through the philosophy of Pancasila, which applies as the basic principle of
the state and the state ideology. This condition makes Pancasila the foundation of all legal doctrines
and the procedures for the formation of laws or legal politics in Indonesia. In addition, democracy
contributes by providing a mechanism for discourse through public space (Holqgi, 2024). The vital role
of public participation in the legal political mechanism in Indonesia is that public participation needs to
be active through granting citizens absolute aspiration authority. This participation is a very important
aspect in manifesting principles in the implementation of legal politics in the formation of legislation
(Simanjuntak et al., 2022). The current situation has negative implications, where public participation is
only symbolic and procedural (formality). It does not involve the aspirations of the wider community
directly and substantively. The crisis in public participation has consequences for legal legitimacy,
creating resistance, and degrading societal legitimacy (Damanik et al., 2025). Normatively, the
provisions of positive Indonesian law have required proper procedures in supporting public participation,
but have not yet reflected meaningful public participation (Hermanto, 2023). The complexity of
participation as well as the dynamics of society in participating creates complicated problems (Nelly,
2024). In a formal setting, participation is carried out through representative democracy, whereas in an
informal space, the intensity of public participation is determined by the community (Solihah, 2017).

In a state of law, there needs to be a goal to uphold a principle of justice. The power of a state,
actualized by the government and law enforcement authorities, is intended to realize public welfare.
Thus, all actions taken are required to be effective and fair. It is relevant to the wishes of society at
large. If the rule of law can implement the rules properly, it will protect the community from potential
problems of injustice that will occur. Thus, the purpose of the formation of the concept of the rule of law
is to provide legal protection and the implementation of good and just laws for the community. This
principle is a form of state protection of relations to citizens. Implementing the law effectively is a legal
dynamic as an effort to bring about an organized system (Yanto, 2020). Law can create a system of
people's lives; this happens to a country that upholds democratic principles as a form of embodiment
of the modern state. Justice in this case is part of the legal orientation in a democratic state. Although
basically, the law is a political product that is the background of government administration, the principle
that applies to the law is universal so that the law can apply to anyone, including parties Law
enforcement, and legislators (Hayat, 2015). In order to realize legal justice, there needs to be a
formulation of regulations carried out through legal politics. By Soepomo, initially the definition of legal
politics was initiated in 1947 in his article entitled (Hoekoem Political Questions in the Development of
the Indonesian State) (Winardi dan Sirajuddin, 2019). For Padmo Wahjono, legal politics is defined as
a fundamental public policy in order to ensure the purpose, form, and substance of the law that will be
created to related aspects that are used as categories in punishing something (Imam Syaukani dan A.

Ahsin Thohari, 2018). Meanwhile, according to Moh. Mahfud MD, legal politics is defined as formal
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policies related to laws that will be formed and passed. This includes the process of making new laws
and the transition of old laws to realize the direction of a country (Mahfud, 2009).

One aspect of the purpose of law is justice. The principle of justice in the Pancasila legal state
needs to implement the philosophical school of utilitarianism. In this case, utilitarianism can be
internalized in the concept of the Pancasila legal state in Indonesia. In general, Utilitarianism is a school
created by Jeremy Bentham in the 18th century AD. Ultilitarianism is one of the schools of legal
philosophy. Utilitarianism has exerted its influence on several laws in the world. Utilitarianism always
upholds aspects of individual happiness as objects of law (Septiansyah & Ghalib, 2019). The school of
Utilitarianism states that the legal orientation of law is an act that benefits as many people as possible;
expediency in this case, is a form of happiness. Justice of legal products can be identified as a form of
good or bad rules, and fair implementation of law can be seen through legal implications for human
happiness. Therefore, all activities carried out in forming laws or laws are required to review legal
purposes.

The principle of utilitarianism is often known as "The Greatest Happiness for the Greatest
Number.” This principle is the basis for the formation and renewal of law. The law needs to have logical
guidelines; the logical principle is utility. Thus, legal ideals are required to reflect the value of utility. In
other words, the law must guarantee and provide happiness to In order to explain in detail about the
legal concept, Bentham's explanation refers to both substance and legal form. The substance and form
of law are two very central things in promoting the concept of law to legislators as well as the public.
With the existence of verified legal institutions and legal codification, the function of legislators is
expected to be able to create legal products that have an orientation to the welfare and happiness of
the people. On the other hand, citizens need to understand the law and have an obligation to take care
of it. In-depth, Bentham explained to legislators the importance of legal socialization. Law is not just
enacted and carried out, but the law needs to be explained in detail until the public can understand the
legal product so that the community is able to make the law as a guideline to realize public interest and
public order (Songbes, 2023).

The adagium "The Greatest Happiness of the Greatest Number" has always used as a basis
for justifying the usefulness of a form of legal orientation based on utilitarianism. Departing from
Bentham's concept of utilitarianism, it will generally explain the purpose of law. In addition, Bentham
also provides several postulates regarding the way that can be done in evaluating a law, used to guide
sustainability on the principle of legal certainty. Bentham based his evaluation on two elements, namely
pleasure, which contains about (expediency, pleasure, happiness), and pain (fear, discomfort, pain).
Bentham's strategy is to add between the number of legal products that are pleasure and the number
of laws that are pain. Thus, it can identify good legal products and bad legal products (Pratiwi et al.,
2022). As the ideology of the Indonesian state, Pancasila has a role to make it a fundamental philosophy
oriented in reference to the State of Indonesia as an effort to create welfare and justice for the
community. In this case, Indonesian legal politics is actually a provision of the constitutional system that
is fundamental and contains goals and mechanisms to be carried out in achieving social and legal

orientation. The historical journey of Indonesian constitutional law has been implemented as an
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alternative concept of legal politics that is relevant to the alignment of state administrators who are not
entirely in accordance with Pancasila. Thus, all elements of the nation are required to provide criticism
consistently so that they can make surplus contributions in the actualization of Indonesian legal politics
positively and even reflect Pancasila (Pramono, 2018).

According to Padmo Wahiono, legal politics is defined as a fundamental public policy to ensure
the purpose, form, and substance of the law that will be created to related aspects that are used as
categories in punishing something (Imam Syaukani dan A. Ahsin Thohari, 2018). Legal politics is a state
activity carried out to create a Constitution, while the product of the legislative mechanism is an
implication of the political output of the law. In order to identify politics, law, and philosophy, as well as
orientation to a country, it can be done by constructing the country's constitution. Legal politics can be
interpreted as an element that is able to support all aspects of the national legal system, thus being
able to play a relevant role in the ideals of the state, nation, law, and substance of the guidelines
contained in the Preamble to the 1945 Constitution.

The principle of justice has always been based on philosophical schools that correlate with the
situation and condition of human thought. Based on the concept of philosophical theory that contains
the principle of justice, it consists of at least two universal perspectives. It includes the purpose and
characteristics of the value of justice. In this context, goals can be interpreted as something that will be
achieved in legal relations and society. While the characteristics of the principle of justice need to
contain fair, legal, impartial, equal rights. Justice is a form of action that aims for goodness, virtue, and
truth, and also demands moral equality of relations between citizens. Goals in justice can be created
through mutual agreement between communities and strategies that will be carried out to achieve these
goals of justice. In addition, justice is also identified as the output or policy resulting from the
implementation of the law. Thus, justice is an ideal aspect that contains ideals or goals in the concept
of the rule of law (Nasution, 2016).

As for previous research, the research conducted by Putri & Arifin (2018) The title “Theoretical
Review of Justice and Certainty in Law in Indonesia” mentions that positive implications occur when the
legal concept implemented in Indonesia contains aspects of justice and legal certainty, then the law will
have legitimacy in society. In addition, it can also provide protection for elements of human rights,
achieve a good legal system, and create public order and public welfare. Second, Research conducted
by Hasaziduhu Moho, (2019) The title “Law Enforcement in Indonesia According to Aspects of Legal
Certainty, Justice, and Expediency” mentions that, factually, law enforcement in Indonesia has several
shortcomings; it is based on the application of law enforcement, which tends to uphold the principle of
certainty and considers the law to be a law rather than the benefit and justice of the community.

Third, research conducted by Sarip (2018) the title “The Plurality of State Vision of Pancasila Law
in the Mission of Indonesian State Law” mentions that the principle of justice is a form of Effort to create
equivalence, equal rights, and wisdom in deciding violations that have been formulated in formal rules.
It is a mechanism of justice based on procedural principles, with procedural principles of justice
substantially expected to be achieved and able to touch the reality of society. Fourth, research

conducted by Arliman (2017) with the title “Public Participation in the Formation of Legislation to Realize
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a Prosperous Indonesia in the View of the Theory of the Welfare State.” The teachings of the welfare
state can actually be actualized in tandem with state rules. Welfare is the ideal of every country in the
framework of governance, and the implementation of the role of regulations is a means of achieving
prosperity. The balance between these two ideas can be achieved by establishing regulations that are
responsive and uphold the interests of the people. With that, the concept of the Indonesian welfare state
will be created. But at this time, the fundamental problem related to this goal is that people's participation

and aspirations are always ignored, even just as form of formality.
Il.Objective

This study seeks to analyze utilitarianism in Indonesian legal politics with the main aim of
identifying the principle of justice of the Pancasila Law State and the principle of Betham Utilitarianism

justice.

lll.Research methods

This study uses a qualitative type of research with a library research approach. This approach
was chosen for a deep analysis of the philosophical discourse of utilitarianism contained in Indonesian
legal texts. The analysis is conducted from the perspective of legal philosophy, with an emphasis on a
critical evaluation of the principle of utility in the legislative regulation process. To analyze utilitarianism
in Indonesian legal politics by identifying the principles of Pancasila legal justice and utilitarian justice.
Literature review is used as an effort to collect information and data based on relevant theoretical
sources containing books and journals related to research topics, namely the philosophy of
utilitarianism, legal politics, justice, and Pancasila law and laws. Thus, it can provide a description,
summary, and critical evaluation of the topic being researched. The literature study used in the research
discusses the principle of justice of the state of law Pancasila and the principle of total justice of
Bentham's utilitarianism. The primary and secondary data obtained are then read, understood,
recorded, phrased, and analyzed by implementing several principles in the philosophy of utilitarianism.
The researcher uses concepts, doctrines, and Pancasila as an object for interpretation through the
analysis of utilitarian theory. The researcher contrasts the values of 'Social Justice' and 'Common
Good.' The researcher analyzes whether the Fifth Principle is interpreted as utility (pure collective
secular happiness) or as justice (everyone receives their rights in proportion to human dignity). Data
collection is carried out through the code 'Public Participation, Pancasila, and Legal Policy'.

In general, Utilitarianism is a school created by Jeremy Bentham in the 18th century AD.
Utilitarianism is one of the schools of legal philosophy. Utilitarianism has exerted its influence on several
laws in the world. Utilitarianism always upholds aspects of individual happiness as objects of law
(Septiansyah & Ghalib, 2019). Which is done through Provide Subsistence, Provide Abundance, Attain

Equality, and Security. Conclusions can be drawn using a deductive pattern, which infers data
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coherently from the properties of general statements to particular. Thus, it is expected to be able to
provide a comprehensive understanding in answering the formulation of the problem, namely related to
the principle of state justice, Pancasila law, and the justice of Bentham utilitarianism. Thus, eliminating
the principle of legal expediency by emphasizing the principle of legal certainty. In actualizing the
principle of utilitarianism in the Pancasila legal state, which tends to use the doctrine of positivism, the
collective participation of the government, law enforcement, and the community is carried out to form

rules and implement these rules to create benefits for the wider community; it is a major form of the

principle of justice.

IV.Research results

The position of Pancasila in UU-PPP is a representation of the principle of the
Staatsfundamentalnorm of a country. Staatsfundamentalnorm is defined as a reference in a mechanism
for the formation of laws. This indicates that the purpose of the establishment of the regulation is a
reflection of the legal ideal of "Rechtside” and the ideal of the state "Staatside"” as stated in the 1945
Constitution. Referring to the perspective of Philipe Nonet and Philip Selznick, although it was created
in the post-reform, which contained a democratic system, factually, the output of the formation of the
Law refers to autonomous law rather than responsive law (Tardjono, 2016)

Table 1. The Principle of Utilitarianism in Legal Politics through Community Participation
Indicator 2021 2022

Public Participation 76,1% 70,16%
in Influencing Public

Policy in

Representative

Institutions

Legislator 33,33% 60%

Performance

Public access to 69,84% 75,35%

public information

Table 1: Indonesian Democracy Index, Source: www.bps.go.id


http://www.bps.go.id/
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Based on Table 1, public participation in the formation of laws or local regulations by the law is
imperative. Thus, the establishment of laws or local regulations that contain community participation is
not a form of obligation. In other words, community participation in the formation of laws or local
regulations is not a provision of the law (Tuhumena et al., 2021). The establishment of laws and
regulations or regional regulations, as stated in Article 43 paragraph (3) juncto Article 56 paragraph (2)
of Law Number 12 of 2011 concerning the Establishment of Laws and Regulations, states that the
formation of laws through the process of the Bill is formed by the DPR, the President, and the DPD. the
formation of local regulations was initiated by the DPRD and the Governor (Explanation of article 43
paragraph 3 juncto article 56 paragraph 2 UU-P3). However, based on Table 1, public participation in
influencing public policies in 2021 decreased from 76.1% to 70.6%. This creates a problem where the
aspirations of the community are not properly accommodated, so that the output of legal politics in the
formation of laws or regional regulations does not contain the principle of justice for the wider
community. Thus, eliminating the principle of legal expediency by emphasizing the principle of legal

certainty.

V.Discussion

Principles of State Justice Pancasila Law

Pancasila is the basis of the Indonesian state, the statement is contained in the Preamble of
the 1945 Constitution fourth paragraph. Pancasila is a reference for the community in carrying out the
life of the nation and state (Nurafifah, 2021). Pancasila is also used as an ideology that contains a very
deep substance. Before the creation of Pancasila, the lives of Indonesian people had actually applied
the values of Pancasila. Thus, Pancasila is relevant to the characteristics of the Indonesian nation. In
this case, the government and society need to apply the values of Pancasila which consists of God,
Humanity, Unity, Peoplehood, and Justice. It is solely as a representation of the community which is an
element of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia. When the government and society are able
to implement Pancasila in the realm of social and state life, it allows the formation of high wisdom
(Wandani & Dewi, 2021).

As a Grundnorm or basic norm of law in Indonesia, it has implications for the concept of the
state of law Pancasila. The idea of the rule of law is motivated by the historical and cultural aspects of
a country. Thus, the legal system cannot be triggered from one country to another. The terms
Rechstaat, Rule of Law, Nomocracy, Islamic Society, and the state of law Pancasila are valid
manifestations of the concept of the rule of law. Fundamentally, cultural elements are also capable of
having implications for state administration. Indonesia uses the doctrine of Pancasila ideology which
has a pragmatic nature so that it is able to correlate and acculturate between Civil Law and Common
Law. When the principles of Pancasila are implemented constantly, it is able to make Indonesia a state
of law that creates welfare for the people (Hamzani, 2014).

In this case, the law plays a role in protecting violations and providing a form of protection to

society at large. Thus, the application of the law is required to be able to protect the interests of the
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community properly. The implementation of the law can be carried out normally and damain. However,
in the context of law enforcement in Indonesia, it is still categorized as weak. Law enforcement
mechanisms are a reflection of a rule of law. Law enforcement becomes a legal parameter in a country.
Thus, a rule of law that is able to create effective law enforcement is a representation of the success of
the concept of the rule of law. Thus, the state is able to provide a form of order and justice to society
(Arliman, 2017a). Basically, there is a difference between the definition of the state of law of Pancasila
and the state of law in other countries (west). It is based on the ideology of each country. Of course,
these elements give characteristics to the rule of law in Indonesia. The idea of the western legal state
which includes the Rechtstaat or Rule of Law is caused by social dynamics aimed at giving opposition
to the absolutism of the king, while the Indonesian State of Law is motivated by the spirit of the
Indonesian people who fought for a form of independence from Dutch colonialism. Unlike the Rechstaat
or Rule of Law, the idea of the Pancasila rule of law is a form of the state of law guided by the values
of Pancasila. So that is what makes Indonesia called the state of Pancasila law (Widiatama et al., 2020).

The explanation in the 1945 Constitution states that Pancasila is a legal ideal or Rechtside. This
is what underlies Pancasila as a reference in legal regulations in Indonesia. In this case, Pancasila is
used as the highest norm that functions in establishing the basis (legitimacy) of a legal norm in Indonesia
(Muhlashin, 2021). In line with the term Pancasila legal state, Indonesia is able to have the nature of
similarity, kinship, and religion. Thus, from this aspect Indonesia is referred to as a divine state as stated
in the preamble of the 1945 Constitution. It also gives the character of the Indonesian state that
Indonesia does not have the nature of secularism that separates state administration and religion
(Erwinsyahbana & Syahbana, 2018). The special characteristics of the Pancasila law state are
contained in the implementation of laws that need to be based on the Pancasila precepts, it contains
God, Humanity, maintaining equality, dignity, liberty, human rights, family nature, unity in the context of
forming rules and state administration (Made & Wijaya, 2015).

In general, Indonesia uses the term Pancasila State Law because Pancasila is considered the
basic norm for legal rules. This is done by giving the status of Pancasila as the highest level in the
hierarchy of laws and regulations so that Pancasila can be used as a reference in all forms of legislation.
This causes Pancasila not only to be normatively identified in view as a legal basis, but the values
embedded in Pancasila can also be actualized in national legal systems (Fais Yonas Bo’a, 2018).
However, the implementation of Pancasila law in Indonesia is applied in line with the doctrine of legal
positivism. The doctrine of the school of legal positivism has monistic characteristics, the validity of
positive legal rules needs to be formed by humans “authorized institutions” (Kusumohamidjojo, 1999).
The doctrine of legal positivism always focuses its object on the concrete conditions of "Das Sein,
Werkelijkheid". For the doctrine of legal positivism, the essence of law is the command of the lawgivers.
One form of the school of legal positivism called legism emphasizes that the source of law is the Law,
therefore, truth in the view of legal positivism is based on the principle of certainty aimed at achieving

justice.
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The definition of the principle of justice has a very past history of perspective in legal discourse.
Basically, the principle of justice can be identified based on two interpretations. The first is justice based
on formal or written laws that apply universally, the second is justice in the material sense, which
requires the law to be relevant to the goal of achieving community justice (Suseno, 1991). Justice is
one part of the legal ideal that is always discussed in the discourse of legal philosophy. This includes
Aristotle's idea in his writing, namely "Retorica"” which classifies the principle of justice consists of two
types containing Distributive Justice "Justitia distributive"” which is a form of justice orientation intended
for people based on their merits and in accordance with their rights. And "Justitia Cummulativa" or
cumulative justice, which is a form of justice that is internalized by a person without considering his
merits (Hakim & Barkatullah, 2012). The interpretation of the principle of justice as equality for Aristotle,
was carried out and developed by Cicero by rejecting legal positivism in society which was used as a
parameter of absolute justice values. For Cicero, the principle of justice is based on a source of reason
that can guide the whole society. To eliminate the value of justice under the principle of legal certainty
is an irony. Thus, Cicero said "Summum lus Summa Iniuria” or the supreme law is the highest injustice
(Huijbers, 1999). However, implementing utilitarianism completely in the legal system would eliminate
individual rights. The principle of utilitarianism is “The Greatest Happiness for the Greatest Number”.

Thus, the majority vote is a representation of the principle of justice.

Bentham’s Justice Utilitarianism

The school of utilitarianism was coined by Jeremy Bentham, and later developed by Stuart Mills
and Rudolf von Jhering. Utilitarianism was a response to natural law theory in the 18th and 19th
centuries. Fundamentally, Utilitarianism provides a critique of natural law because it has abstract and
non-static properties. Bentham said that the role of law is a concept that seeks to surplus the value of
benefits and happiness to society. The concept of law according to Bentham is to put forward the entity
of happiness, The parameter of law is the high intensity of happiness towards everyone. Thus, the
categorization between good or bad a legal product rests on legal implications in providing benefits and
happiness to society at large. Expediency is interpreted as happiness or happiness (Friedmann, 1990).
The principle of happiness for Bentham should be felt by everyone. But if it is not achieved, then an
effort is needed so that happiness can be realized. So came the term "The Greatest Happiness for the

Greatest Number." Below is a chart of the theory of utilitarianism;
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Ideal Rule Utilitarianism

Figure 1. Bentham's Utilitarianism Theory Chart, Source: Ali, (2009)

Based on the Figure 1. Laws are required to surplus benefits to society, laws cannot be formed
authoritarianly. Utilitarianism puts forward the principle of expediency as a guide for an action that is
able to escalate or decrease the intensity of happiness as a parameter of pleasure and pain. Bentham
explained that the substance of the law is required to have the principle of justice as an impact of the
element of happiness of individuals, legal certainty is measured based on indicators of the number of
people who feel the benefits of the legal products made. Based on this view, Bentham bases his

perspective on the psychological aspects of society on the norms imposed (Mochtar & Hiariej, 2021).

Rule Utilitarianism
The formulation of regulations fixed on legislators is a correct validity in knowing irregularities
shaded by law by considering the meaning of utility (Schofield, 2009). Therefore, there is a need for
transparency in the design and purpose of legal products to the public. Regarding this, Bentham wrote
between "Rights and duties, although the nature of these two terms is different and contradictory, it
cannot be dichotomous from one another. This does little to prove that the law is incapable of providing
benefits to society without coercion, thus, being impossible when forming false rights, without forming
obligations to the other (Bentham, 1914). In this case, the Law is not oriented as an effort to create
rights against someone, but also by forming equal provisions for others. For Bentham, man is required
to give up some of his freedom. The implications of restrictions on independence create pain. Thus, all
forms of dependents bestowed on one person need to be identified as a service applied to others.
Although required by providing services, services are not always analogous to obligations. Services
can be provided freely (Halevy, 1934).
a. Provide Subsistence
In providing subsistence, the law is required to be able to provide guarantees in the context of
protecting the community as an agenda to maintain life.
b. Provide Abundance
In providing abundance, the law is required to provide guarantees to the community in order to

create welfare. This is based on the view that human policy is dynamic so that the needs of life
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always arise. Welfare can be created by the efforts made in producing a source of income.
Thus, legal products need to provide certainty so that people are able to earn a living and create
welfare for themselves (Schofield, 2009).

c. Attain Equality
Attain Equality, the law needs to be social, cultural, and equality before the law “Equality Before
the Law”. The principle of equality is oriented towards equality of opportunity, not equality of
conditions. The principle of equality can have implications for justice.

d. Security
In security, the law needs to provide guarantees in security and public order. These two aspects
constitute the ideals of the law itself. Without law, security and public order cannot be created.
Thus, it has the consequence of low wealth and no source of livelihood. Regarding this, several
practices are carried out to improve. security and public order and improving the quality of law
enforcement in Indonesia, namely by socializing the law and law enforcement to the community,
imposing fair and proportionate punishment on perpetrators of crimes, providing space for
community contribution in law enforcement mechanisms and forming regulations or rules,
Some of these principles are in line with the ideals of just law which is fundamentally required
to protect all citizens. In addition, law enforcement mechanisms are also needed to collectivity
between law enforcement authorities. Thus, law enforcement mechanisms can run effectively
(Santoso et al., 2023).

Justice is a very vital principle in creating the equality of people's lives. Actualization of justice
can guarantee welfare to the community and can create public order (Rangkuti, 2017). However, the
implementation of the principle of justice in the rule of law always has a problem. The important role
and basic principles of justice in a country can be identified in the perspective of John Rawls and Jirgen
Habermas, who tend to consider society as a political unity in a country (Rawls, 1986). In the concept
of the rule of law, the actualization of the principles of justice as well as social justice are very
fundamental element. Justice is a form of community desire that is static and sustainable. Thus, every
action by the government that is oriented towards public welfare can be interpreted as an act that is
just. The principle of justice and social justice in the rule of law has a very close correlation; it is based
on the principle of justice that underlies the creation of social justice. Thus, every citizen can have the
potential to form a good life and general welfare (Purwanto, 2017).

The principle of justice based on Pancasila needs to contain several principles listed in Pancasila.
It can include the value of Godhead by promoting the principle of justice based on Godhead. The second
principle of justice in the substance of Pancasila is justice that is relevant to human rights as a form of
representation of social beings. The third principle of justice that prioritizes unity and unity, it is oriented
in efforts to establish public order. The fourth principle of justice implements the nature of consensus
deliberation in stating its arguments. The fifth principle of justice is to guarantee the right to social justice
to all Indonesian people (Febriansyah, 2017). Social justice and the principle of consensus deliberation

on the concept of the rule of law are fundamental to the essence. The principle of social justice in the
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concept of the Pancasila legal state, which contains public interests and social interests, can provide
limits to the "dignity of man." (Hariyanto, 2015).

As a manifestation of the Pancasila legal state, Indonesia seeks to create a plurality of pyramid
precepts in Pancasila. The characteristic of the concept of the Pancasila legal state is that it is found in
the state legal system based on the precepts of Pancasila, which includes the Rule of Law based on
the principles of God, Humanity, Unity, Peoplehood, and Justice. The state of law of Pancasila can be
identified as the vision of the state. To achieve the vision, the pelru implements a mission called the law
of the country (Sarip, 2018). To deal with the two sovereign forces of pleasure and pain, Indonesia has
implemented the concept of the welfare state. The Indonesian constitution declares that the state is
required to create social justice values and prioritize the value of general welfare. Considering this,
Indonesia actually wants a "welfare state" and "social welfare" as conditions where material and non-
material needs are realized. Prosperous conditions can be created when the primary needs of the
community can be met. The principle of welfare can be realized by collective action from civil society,
the market, and the state. In this case, the head of state, as a representative of the term "State," is
required to contribute to maintaining his oath commitment in carrying out the 1945 Constitution properly
and in accordance with an effort to create social welfare by sticking to Pancasila and the 1945 NRI
Constitution (Putra, 2021).

The implementation of Pancasila as a legal basis for realizing social justice in Indonesia has
challenges and opportunities that need to be considered. These challenges include different
interpretations of Pancasila values, limited resources, accessibility of public services, and political
interests and injustices in the legal system (Nugraha, Aulia, 2023). Justice is identified as one of the
values underlying Pancasila. Thus, making it a very vital thing to be applied, considering that justice is
the fifth precept of Pancasila, which is one of the ideals of the state. The problem of injustice will be
overcome if all elements of society can apply the values of unity and justice in the life of the nation and
state (Siregar, 2014). Fair action can be defined as referring to policies carried out by the government
for the community regarding their rights. The social definition is defined as actions that do not prioritize
personal interests above public interests. Creating a welfare state is carried out with a state

administration system that contains equity and sustainable programs in order to actualize the principle

of the five precepts of Pancasila (Sarifuddin & Joesoef, 2023).

VI. Conclusion and Suggestions

Based on the presentation of the results and discussion above, it can be concluded that justice
in the state of law Pancasila needs to contain elements contained in Pancasila, namely the five precepts
because Pancasila is considered as Staatsfundamentalnorm This indicates that the purpose of the
establishment of the regulation is a reflection of the legal ideal of "Rechtside"” and the ideal of the state
"Staatside" as stated in the 1945 Constitution. So that it is used as a reference in the formation of laws
to create justice. However, the government is too normative to eliminate philosophical and sociological
aspects in legal politics. While total justice, utilitarianism emphasizes that the formation of laws needs

to contain (Provide Subsistence, Provide Abundance, Attain Equality, and Security) as an effort to
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create justice. However, based on Table 1, public participation in influencing public policies in 2022
decreased from 76.1% to 70.6%. This creates a problem where the aspirations of the community are
not properly accommodated, so that the output of legal politics in the formation of laws or regional
regulations does not contain the principle of justice for the wider community. This tends to be positivistic
and contradicts the formulation of the Law, which must use academic texts that contain philosophical,
sociological, and normative aspects.

Eliminating the principle of legal expediency by emphasizing the principle of legal certainty. In
actualizing the principle of total utilitarianism in the Pancasila legal state, which tends to use the doctrine
of positivism, the collective participation of the government, law enforcement, and the community is
carried out to form rules and implement these rules to create benefits for the wider community, it is a
major form of the principle of justice. Imphatching utilitarianism can create the principle of justice as a
whole, because fundamentally, utilitarianism internalizes the usefulness of laws for society,
implementing utilitarianism completely in the legal system would eliminate individual rights. The
principle of utilitarianism is “The Greatest Happiness for the Greatest Number”. Thus, the majority vote
is a representation of the principle of justice. The author feels that this study is not completely perfect
and needs refinement from other researchers. The recommendation suggested by the researcher is to

be more specific in conducting research on related topics about laws that use purely utilitarian aspects.
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Abstract

This article aims to study the development of democratic systems within the context of
multicultural societies, using the case study of Thailand’s southern border provinces—areas
characterized by significant ethnic, religious, and cultural diversity. The majority population
consists of Malay-Muslims with cultural identities and historical backgrounds distinct from the
central Thai state. This study analyzes the patterns of political participation among ethnic and
religious groups in the region, examines state policies and mechanisms that promote multicultural
democracy, and identifies structural obstacles hindering democratic development in these areas.
The findings reveal that although legal frameworks and local administrative organizations are
designed to encourage political participation, in practice, these mechanisms are often limited by
centralized power structures and policies that fail to accommodate the region’s cultural diversity.
Additionally, distrust between the state and local communities, alongside cultural and social
barriers, leads many residents to feel alienated and demotivated to participate politically.
Nonetheless, grassroots democratic movements remain important examples of genuine political
engagement, despite challenges related to security and state recognition. Comparative studies of
border areas in Malaysia and Aceh indicate that recognizing identities through decentralization
and integrating local laws can effectively strengthen democracy in multicultural settings. The
article proposes structural reforms that emphasize empowering and increasing the autonomy of
local governing bodies, promoting citizen participation, and establishing mechanisms aligned with
local cultural contexts to foster meaningful and sustainable democracy in Thailand’s southern

border provinces.

Keywords: Democratic system, Multicultural society, Southern border provinces, Thailand
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