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Developing a democratic system in a multicultural society: A case study of the

southern border provinces of Thailand.
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Abstract

This article aims to study the development of democratic systems within the context of
multicultural societies, using the case study of Thailand’s southern border provinces—areas
characterized by significant ethnic, religious, and cultural diversity. The majority population
consists of Malay-Muslims with cultural identities and historical backgrounds distinct from the
central Thai state. This study analyzes the patterns of political participation among ethnic and
religious groups in the region, examines state policies and mechanisms that promote multicultural
democracy, and identifies structural obstacles hindering democratic development in these areas.
The findings reveal that although legal frameworks and local administrative organizations are
designed to encourage political participation, in practice, these mechanisms are often limited by
centralized power structures and policies that fail to accommodate the region’s cultural diversity.
Additionally, distrust between the state and local communities, alongside cultural and social
barriers, leads many residents to feel alienated and demotivated to participate politically.
Nonetheless, grassroots democratic movements remain important examples of genuine political
engagement, despite challenges related to security and state recognition. Comparative studies of
border areas in Malaysia and Aceh indicate that recognizing identities through decentralization
and integrating local laws can effectively strengthen democracy in multicultural settings. The
article proposes structural reforms that emphasize empowering and increasing the autonomy of
local governing bodies, promoting citizen participation, and establishing mechanisms aligned with
local cultural contexts to foster meaningful and sustainable democracy in Thailand’s southern

border provinces.
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