A13ENTENINYINTUYBEAEASANEY U 2 atu 2 (Wguaiau- AwnAd 2569)
The Interdisciplinary Journal of Humanities Studies Vol.2 No.2 (May- August 2026) + w 1 | 68

Interdisciplinary Journal of Humanities Studies Original Article
Received: 22 July 2026 Revised: 8 August 2026 Accepted:14 August 2026

uyweAanslugamalulagsy: n1susulaseaiienisfinet aadmyed wazdunannuily
U
Humanities in the Age of State Technology: Restructuring of Education, Human Values, and the
Power of Knowledge in Contemporary China
WsTUN ATy gIualu!
Pramahawuttichai Sujinjano

UNANED
unANueasgiunumLaranusvesuywemaningliuTunves “Sgwalulag”

Y

(Technological state) Tudusiuatly Fasgvenggnnvsumaluladddvia Jayanuseivg wazszuutoya
g Aualliumsuiulaseasienistnyinasnisdnaiduamaianuilve . unaudsdinudy

91 wyweenansdulianumineuaziunnidiategnsls luaneinssnemaluuasauazysensn1ngasy

U aa ¥ [

o a 2/ 2o v a2 1 = a ] LY 4 o w
AIBUIITUUNTINANATINU] U‘VW”I’J’]QJGUGLVLVU?NWUFWU']"\]UTJ@JEWEJNﬂIVW"I’J’]ﬂJﬁ’]ﬂiyjﬂ‘UllG]W]UﬁL@]ll( STEM)

a a o

WINNTIN UAzIATYENAIVA YurNlAMuULYYYMansiard1u1anN3 Tussuunsinwignnaniisedn

o9

Jin dwaliunuimvesuywemansgniilidufissaiasonsgaunisal vse wwunnlunsadng

walosidonndesiuidmnesy wnniesluiiuidnnddedinunasasesssuiunsiasziulaung

Y

Msfiny MsdnaduRuAinNiuLadNInieu( STEMHfirst) uaznstvesuyvemansndvaunay

o

iauedn uyvermanshuduldlagnililiunumlagduds mnusdgnususmumisinianelanisiiuvessy

3
v v L4

Inganizrunnssufasssu dndnvalnnuduiu uaznisiluvie uyvemansdinsiegluaninii

[y

sennemsiluniueinsvesssiunmsluiunsesesdrunadsdydnuwalunauauensauIATIERNng

<

HUNSURIANNFUNUSTEN IS T vLYemansTue “N15AIVAN-NITABANL” WUUNINIA Waltunadn

o

Y | a & a ‘:nlll IS v
YOIMIUTUFT N156IB509 WasMIIMNINHTAels unagudd wyweeanslugamaluladszddiunum

<9

o w 2/

dARUNMIAIANNADAMATIYYYS AUNNIEVDIAUMING kATVBUNEIUINVDITY wiavadnials

Joniaglaseasai Ut uian
(-7

°. .92 ¢ W o v = faa o
ANEALY : uywernans, Ssmalulad, 81u1aAu3, NMIAnwluAY, uyverEnsRavEa

1 $0191293ua1513; Wat Khao Wong Jindaram, Thailand

Corresponding author, e-mail: pramahawuttichai@gmail.com



A13ENTENINYINTUYBEAEASANEY U 2 atu 2 (Wguaiau- AwnAd 2569)
The Interdisciplinary Journal of Humanities Studies Vol.2 No.2 (May- August 2026) + w 1 | 69

Abstract

This article examines the role and condition of the humanities within China’s
contemporary “technological state,” where state power is increasingly exercised through digital
technologies, artificial intelligence, and big data systems, alongside the restructuring of education
and the reordering of knowledge hierarchies. It asks a central question: what space and significance
do the humanities retain in an environment dominated by technocratic rationality and state-
driven efficiency? The article argues that much of the existing scholarship on contemporary China
prioritizes STEM, innovation, and digital economy, while paying insufficient attention to the
humanities and the politics of knowledge (power/knowledge) within the education system. As a
result, the humanities are often framed as ideological instruments or soft power resources for
cultivating compliant citizens, rather than as critical spaces for ethical reflection and social
critique. Through an analysis of education policies, the STEM-first paradigm, and the development
of Digital Humanities, this article demonstrates that the humanities in China have not been
eliminated but repositioned under state supervision. Discourses of morality, Chinese identity, and
Confucian revival play a central role in redefining the humanities’ function, placing them in an
ambivalent position between serving state objectives and enabling symbolic negotiation of power.
The article proposes an analytical framework that moves beyond a simple control-resistance
dichotomy, emphasizing instead adaptation, negotiation, and embedded critique. It concludes
that, despite structural constraints, the humanities remain a crucial site for questioning human
values, the meaning of progress, and the limits of state power in an era where technology and
governance are increasingly intertwined.
Keywords: Humanities, State Technology, Knowledge Power, Education in China, Digital
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