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Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to: (1) examine the current state of art-based research in developing digital
communication skills among Grade 10 students, and (2) develop students’ digital communication skills through
creative learning based on Pha Nang Khoi Cave. The study was grounded in the framework of Art-Based Research
(ABR) in conjunction with interpretive phenomenology. The research was conducted in two phases. Phase 1
explored the current conditions through in-depth interviews with five groups of informants: teachers, students,
cave staff, social media administrators, and local folklore experts. Phase 2 focused on the development of
students’ digital communication skills, involving 37 Grade 10 students. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews, reflective journals, and observations. Data analysis was conducted using content analysis
and interpretive synthesis based on Leonard’s phenomenological approach. The art-based research process
consisted of three stages: (1) experiencing and interpreting aesthetic experiences from the real context, (2)
creating digital artworks to transform experiences into symbolic representations, and (3) reflecting to construct
meaning. This process differs from conventional qualitative research by emphasizing imagination, emotion, and
personal interpretation as key mechanisms for knowledge construction. The findings revealed that students’
digital communication skills comprised five dimensions: artistic digital media creation, creative content
production, digital communication, data analysis and evaluation, and adaptability and lifelong learning. After the
learning process, students were able to produce various digital outputs, such as promotional video clips about
Pha Nang Khoi Cave and creative products reflecting local identity, which integrated real-world experiences with
cultural interpretation. Furthermore, the developed creative learning model based on Pha Nang Khoi Cave and
the art-based research process functioned as a systematic mechanism for enhancing students’ digital
communication skills. It enabled students to move beyond being media producers toward becoming meaningful
communicators capable of constructing cultural meaning in a contemporary digital context.

Keywords: Art-Based Research; Digital Communication Skills; Creative-Based Learning; Place-Based

Learning; Experiential Meaning-Making; Cultural Capital; Phanang Khoi Cave
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