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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to: 1) examine the level of community participation in schools under
the Nakhon Ratchasima Primary Educational Service Area Office 7; 2) investigate the characteristics of school
administrators under the same office; and 3) study the characteristics of school administrators that influence
community participation in schools under the Nakhon Ratchasima Primary Educational Service Area Office 7. The
sample consisted of 30 school administrators and 297 teachers, selected through stratified random sampling
based on school size. The research instruments were questionnaires regarding community participation in schools
and the characteristics of school administrators. The content validity index was 1.00. The overall reliability
coefficients were .959 for community participation and .953 for administrators’ characteristics. The statistics used
for data analysis included frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s product-moment
correlation coefficient, and stepwise multiple regression analysis.

The research findings revealed that: 1) The overall level of community participation in schools was at a
high level. When considering each aspect, all were at a high level. The highest mean was participation in benefits,
followed by participation in evaluation, participation in decision-making, and participation in implementation,
respectively. 2) The overall level of school administrators’ characteristics was also at a high level. All aspects
were rated at a high level, with morality and ethics receiving the highest mean, followed by knowledgeable and
competent leadership, vision, and creativity, respectively. 3) The characteristics of school administrators jointly
influenced community participation in schools at the .01 level of statistical significance. Vision had the strongest
influence, followed by morality and ethics, and knowledgeable and competent leadership, respectively. The
multiple correlation coefficient was .673, and these factors accounted for 44.8 percent of the variance in
community participation in schools under the Nakhon Ratchasima Primary Educational Service Area Office 7.

Based on the findings, a predictive equation can be developed to explain the characteristics of school
administrators that influence community participation in schools under the Nakhon Ratchasima Primary
Educational Service Area Office 7.

Keywords: Community participation in schools, Characteristics of school administrators
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