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Abstract

This study was a classroom-based qualitative research project with the objectives to:
1) compare the English reading ability of Grade 3 students before and after the implementation of phonics-
based instruction combined with learing games, and 2) examine the retention of English reading-aloud ability
among Grade 3 students after receiving phonics-based instruction with learning games. The target group
consisted of 15 Grade 3 students from Ban Thung Toa Dang School in the 2025 academic year, selected through
purposivesampling. Theresearchinstrumentsincluded:
1) English reading ability tests (pre-test and post-test) validated for content accuracy, with an IOC ranging from
0.66 to 1.00, difficulty (P) values between 0.23 and 0.80, discrimination (r) values between 0.20 and 0.80, and a
reliability coefficient (KR-20) of 0.86, indicating high reliability, 2) six phonics-based lesson plans, 3) sets of
learning games and instructional media, and 4) a behavioral observation form. The data were analyzed using
percentage, mean, and standard deviation. 2) The results indicated that the students’ average English reading
scores after the implementation were significantly higher than their scores before the intervention at the .01
significance level. Additionally, the retention scores did not differ from the post-test scores, demonstrating that
the students were able to maintain their English reading knowledge and skills over time. These findings suggest
that the use of phonics instruction combined with learning games effectively enhances students’ learning
achievement and retention in English reading.
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