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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study and analyze the Buddhist doctrines embedded in the rituals of
the Annamnikaya monastic order in Thailand, with particular emphasis on the doctrines manifested in merit-
dedication rituals. The study is based on an examination of relevant documentary sources. The merit-dedication
rituals, such as the Kong Tek and Ting Kradat ceremonies, focus on the cultivation of perfections (péramT)
through the practice of abstaining from evil, performing good deeds, and purifying the mind-core principles that
represent the essence of Buddhism.

The Buddha employed three approaches in disseminating his teachings: reform, revolution, and the
establishment of new doctrines. Accordingly, the propagation of Buddhism by the Annamnikaya order through
ritual practices may be regarded as a reform and transformation of Taoist and Confucian teachings, integrated
with Buddhist thought. The doctrines expressed in these rituals can be categorized into two forms: (1)
Amisapt_,ljé—vvorship through material offerings, and (2) PatipattipUja@-worship through practical conduct.

In addition, other doctrinal teachings are interwoven within these rituals, such as loving-kindness and
compassion (mettd and karuNa) expressed through the bodhisattva ideal, and gratitude and filial piety toward
benefactors or ancestors. The Kong Tek ceremony, for instance, exemplifies the doctrine of gratitude and the
veneration of those worthy of respect. It teaches adherents to remember and honor their deceased ancestors
by reflecting upon their virtues and performing merit-dedication rituals with faith and devotion, thereby
cultivating perfections such as generosity (da@na-paraml) and moral discipline (slla-parami).

Moreover, these rituals serve as a practical path leading toward the ultimate goal-supreme bliss-with
Sukhavatl, the Pure Land, as the final destination. This is achieved through the recitation and contemplation
of the name of Amitabha Buddha, in accordance with the Mahéyéna Buddhist tradition. Such practices reflect
the faith and devotion characteristic of Mahdyana Buddhism.

Keywords: Dharma, Ceremony, Anamnikaya Sangha
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