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Abstract

The academic article “The Role of Local Museums and Monks in the Conservation of Historical Sites and Antiquities
in Thailand” aims to synthesize knowledge regarding the meanings, concepts, and roles of local museums and monks in
presenving Thailand’s cultural heritage. This study is based on a review of literature, academic documents, and relevant laws. The

findings reveal that most historical sites and antiquities in Thailand are closely linked to Buddhism, including temples, ordination
halls, vinaras, stupas, Buddha images, and various forms of art, all of which reflect the prosperity of Thailand’s economy, politics,
society, and technology in different periods. The conservation of historical sites can thus be regarded as safeguarding both spiritual
heritage and a “living textbook” passed down from ancestors. Local museums play a crucial role as permanent institutions that
collect, preserve, and display objects reflecting local ways of life, wisdom, and history, thereby serving educational purposes and
fostering public awareness, with a strong emphasis on community participation. Meanwhile, monks serve as spiritual leaders,
guardians of sacred sites, and transmitters of conservation knowledge through the restoration of religious objects, the
dissemination of Dhamma, and cooperation with state agencies in heritage preservation. However, both local museums and
monks face contemporary challenges, including limited budgets, insufficient knowledge of proper restoration practices, and the
adverse impacts of tourism, which may undermine cultural values if not carefully managed. In conclusion, local museums and
monks play complementary and interconnected roles: museums focus on collecting and disseminating cultural knowledge,
while monks are responsible for safeguarding sacred sites and cultivating moral and spiritual awareness. Together, these two
mechanisms are vital for the presenvation and transmission of historical sites and antiquities as enduring elements of Thai society.

Keyword: Local museums, Buddhist monks, Historical sites, Artifacts, Cultural conservation, Thai cultural heritage
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