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Abstract

Among the diverse lilas (divine plays) depicted in Bhagavata Purana Canto 10, the narratives related to
Madhurya Rasa (the flavor of erotic love) are particularly prominent. Two primary groups of women are central
to this Rasa: the Gopis of Vrindavana and the Ashtabharya (the eight principal queens of Dvaraka). This article
presents a qualitative research study that employs content analysis to examine the roles, significance, and
dynamics of their relationships with Lord Krishna, as well as the philosophical implications of these two groups
of women. This is achieved through a comparative interpretation of their similarities and differences, primarily
presented within the context of Canto 10 of the Bhagavata Purana. The most crucial philosophical foundation
of Hinduism interwoven into these narratives is the concept of Bhakti, or selfless, devotional love for God,
which is presented as the supreme path to bliss and liberation. The presence of both the Gopis and the
Ashtabharya in Canto 10 of the Bhagavata Purana has profound philosophical significance. Together, they
illustrate the divine love and the diverse forms of relationship that a soul can have with the Supreme Being,
Lord Krishna. They represent different Rasas and varying degrees of intensity of Bhakti. Their stories also reveal
the comprehensive nature of Lord Krishna, who is capable of sustaining multiple relationships—from the deeply
intimate and unconventional one with the Gopis to the socially integrated and conventional one with the
Ashtabharya. This reflects His role as both the supreme lover and the ultimate upholder of Dharma and the
hearts of His devotees.

Keywords: Krishna, Hinduism, Puranas, Philosophy, Sanskrit Literature
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