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Abstract

This research aimed to examine the characteristics of entrepreneurial spirit among tourism
industry entrepreneurs in Mae Hong Son Province. The study employed an exploratory and quantitative
research design. The population consisted of tourism entrepreneurs operating in Mae Hong Son for more than
one vyear, including tour and car rental operators, restaurant and dining establishment owners, guesthouse
operators, and souvenir shop owners. A total of 351 entrepreneurs were selected using accidental sampling,
comprising 87 tour and car rental businesses, 63 restaurants, 147 guesthouses, and 54 souvenir shops.

The research findings revealed that the entrepreneurial spirit of tourism industry
entrepreneurs—measured in relation to business success in terms of profitability, sales performance, and
customer volume—encompassed all 13 essential characteristics. These included risk-taking, perseverance,
interpersonal skills, achievement orientation, the ability to manage failure, motivation and drive, vision and
goal-setting, information-seeking, creativity, self-confidence, initiative and responsibility, opportunity-seeking,
and honesty and integrity. The results confirmed that these 13 characteristics play a crucial role in
entrepreneurial success within the tourism sector. Hypothesis testing showed that highly successful tourism
entrepreneurs exhibited significantly higher levels of entrepreneurial characteristics than those with lower
business performance.

Keywords: Entrepreneurial spirit, tourism industry, entrepreneurial characteristics, tourism

entrepreneurs, Mae Hong Son Province
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