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ABSTRACT

This study has two primary objectives: (1) to examine the role of Buddhist monks in social welfare, and
(2) to explore the social welfare initiatives of Wat Rat Prakongtham. Adopting a qualitative documentary research
methodology, the investigation drew on relevant documents, previous studies, and in-depth interviews with 17
key informants (both monks and lay experts). The data were analyzed using content analysis and are presented
in a descriptive-analytical format.
Research Findings

The findings reveal that Buddhist monks hold a vital role in social welfare, encompassing:
Providing Explanations and Guidance - Monks help individuals address life challenges and gain insight into
the realities of existence.
Supporting Other Social Institutions — By collaborating with charitable organizations and government
agencies, monks enhance the effectiveness of social welfare operations.
Offering Moral Support and Spiritual Anchoring — Monks serve as a source of encouragement for laypeople
in both ordinary circumstances and during crises.
Integrating AWl Sectors of Society — Through fostering cooperation among government, private, and public
entities, monks promote unity and sustainable development.
Functioning as a Social Control Mechanism - By imparting moral and ethical teachings, monks contribute
to social harmony and long-term stability.

Social Welfare Initiatives of Wat Rat Prakongtham Under the leadership of Phra Kittiwachirathada (the
Abbot), Wat Rat Prakongtham has implemented several social welfare programs aimed at supporting
disadvantaged groups. Notable projects include:
The “Last Home” Project - Focusing on the funeral rites of unclaimed bodies, the temple provides religious
ceremonies and cremation services for deceased individuals with no family support, thus alleviating the
financial burden on impoverished families.
Disaster Relief Center — This center offers assistance to individuals affected by natural disasters and
emergencies, supplying food, clothing, and other essential items to help mitigate hardship.
Distribution of Essential Items — Targeting bedridden patients, people with disabilities, and the elderly, this
program delivers necessary resources to sustain their daily lives.

Overall, the social welfare activities undertaken by Wat Rat Prakongtham highlight the temple’s
function as a community support hub, reflecting the evolving role of Buddhist monks and contributing to
sustainable societal development.

Keywords: Monks, Public Welfare, Wat Rat Prakongtham
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