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Abstract

This academic article aims to 1) to study temples in Theravada Buddhism 2) to study the evolution of
the navakamma in Theravada Buddhism The result of the study found that :

1. Temples are important places for performing Buddhist ceremonies and places for monks to stay.
Temples in Theravada Buddhism can be divided into two types: temples that have received royal merit
(wisaungkhamsima) and monasteries. The area in the temple is organized into different zones, including:
Buddhawat Zone, Sangkawat Zone and Sangha Zone which each zone has a specific function for performing
ceremonies, staying and using the area according to the characteristics of the temple zones.

2. Navakamma in Theravada Buddhism has evolved from the time of the Buddhist era to the present.
Innovation working in Theravada Buddhism begins with the construction of residences for the Load Buddha and
his disciples before developing in each era. In the Sukhothai and Ayutthaya periods, emphasis was placed on
building a temple and cloister for monks. In the Thonburi period, a Lankan-shaped pagoda was built and the
Rattanakosin era emphasized the development of the prayer hall and cloister for monks. In the present era,
the development of the temple aims to become a religious place. By applying the 4 principles Suppaya, namely
Avasa sappaya, Bhojana sappaya, Puggala sappaya and Dhamma sappaya, to make the temple a suitable place
for Dhamma practice and developing the minds of monks and citizens including adjusting the landscape within
the temple to be in accordance with the 5 S principles which consist of 1) Clearing up mean Eliminate
unnecessary things. 2) Neatness means easy storage and access. 3) Cleaning mean Clean and inspectable 4)
Standardizing means setting regulations 5) Discipline means maintaining standards and keeping up to date.
These are to create an atmosphere conducive to practicing Dhamma and leading a happy life.

Keywords : Evolution, Navakamma, Theravada Buddhism
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