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Abstract

This academic article aims to study the integration of Buddhist beliefs with beliefs in averting bad luck
and extending one's destiny in Thai society, which is a combination of beliefs that have been passed down for
a long time since ancient times. It is based on the belief in nature, ghosts, spirits, ancestors, and rituals according
to the Brahman religion that was introduced before Buddhism. When Buddhism was introduced to the
Suvarnabhumi region by the monks sent by King Ashoka the Great, it resulted in a combination of beliefs
between the two religions, especially in terms of karma, which led to the emergence of many religious rituals.
Currently, the averting bad luck and extending one's destiny for most Thais is usually in the form of making
merit and performing black magic rituals in various places, such as temples or Brahman churches, which are
believed to be able to promote and improve one's destiny, both in terms of eliminating bad luck and enhancing
one's destiny in various aspects, such as work, finances, love, or health. In addition, making merit and performing
such rituals is considered a way to boost the morale of those who practice it, helping them to be confident
and brave enough to face obstacles in life, as well as instilling a sense of morality and goodness. Although
these beliefs have changed and developed according to the social and cultural context, they still influence
and are related to making merit and performing rituals of people in Thai society to this day. This reflects the
perfect blend of traditional beliefs, Buddhism and Brahmanism, which have merged into a unique identity of
Thai beliefs and culture.
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