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Abstract

In Thai society, temples and communities have had a strong, intertwined relationship for a long time.
Temples are not merely places for religious ceremonies, but also serve as spiritual centers, educational
institutions, and focal points for community development. At the same time, communities play a vital role in
maintaining temples, supporting monks, and participating in Buddhist activities. This mutually supportive
relationship has been a crucial foundation that has enabled Buddhism and community life to remain stable
and enduring.

However, this close-knit relationship is currently being challenged by social changes in the modern era.
Fast-paced lifestyles, materialism, and globalization have caused the bond between temples and communities
to become more distant. Restoring and preserving the positive relationship between temples and communities
is therefore an urgent matter that all sectors must collaborate on.

Applying Buddhist principles to create social harmony is a highly effective approach that aligns well with the
Thai societal context. Key principles include the Four Bases of Social Solidarity (generosity, kind speech, helpful
action, and impartiality), the Four Divine Abidings (loving-kindness, compassion, empathetic joy, and
equanimity), and the Four Bases of Success (zeal, effort, thoughtfulness, and investigation). These principles
emphasize having a love for what one does, perseverance, attentiveness, and the use of wise consideration.
In summary, applying Buddhist principles to foster harmony on a foundation of mutual support will help restore
the positive relationship between temples and communities, promote morality and ethics in society, reduce
conflicts, create unity, and strengthen Buddhism. This will be an essential foundation for developing a robust
and sustainable Thai society going forward.

Keywords: Buddhist Principles, Social harmony, Mutual Support, Thai Society
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