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Abstracts

This research aimed to study the following objectives: 1) To analyze the characteristics of verbal
irony in the language used on the Basement Karaoke Facebook page. 2) To analyze the functions of verbal
irony in the language used on the Basement Karaoke Facebook page. Data was collected from the
Basement Karaoke Facebook page during the period from January 2022 to June 2023.

The findings revealed a total of 527 instances of verbal irony, categorized into 5 types:
contradictory statements (79 instances), inappropriate language usage (21 instances), statements
that are impossible or unreasonable (67 instances), exaggerated statements (129 instances), and
statements that are both impossible or unreasonable and exaggerated (8 instances). In addition, there
were 223 instances that did not fit the criteria used by the researcher. The most frequently observed
characteristic was exaggerated statements.

The analysis of the functions of verbal irony found that the 527 instances were categorized
into four functions: 1) Sarcasm (254 instances), 2) Humor (159 instances), 3) Stress relief or venting
frustration (88 instances), and 4) Statements that served both sarcasm and humor (26 instances). The
most frequently observed function was sarcasm.

The use of verbal irony on the Basement Karaoke Facebook page is a significant linguistic strategy
that has enabled page administrators to achieve successful communication on contemporary social
media. This approach allows them to mock or satirize their targets or opponents on various social
issues while simultaneously creating humor. Such criticism makes it difficult for opponents to
respond. This study of the implied language strategy can be applied to the Thai language
curriculum of to enable students to analyze language and use language to communicate and
convey stories, feelings, and thoughts through the implied language strategy.

Keywords: verbal irony, Facebook, Basement Karaoke page
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