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Abstract

This article aimed to study and analyze the treatment cessation for
life extending of terminally ill patients by the law and Buddhist ethics view.
The study found that patients have the right to make a letter of intent not
to receive public health services leading to life extension or the end of
torture from illness while they’re fully conscious on their own. And in case
of unresponsive patients, relatives and doctors are able to make a decision
together.

In case of patients, who had made a letter of intent, an analysis
by Buddhist ethics views is considered to be an indication of possibility for
treatment cessation by legal and ethical conditions. By principles of Buddhism,
the value of life is based on good deeds rather than longevity.

Therefore, the patients’ intention to not receive public health services
is able to do in order to extend death in the last moment or to prevent the
torture from illness. According to the decision of relatives, it should be done
or based on good and moral intentions. For medical personnel, it should be
done as good friends having compassion and loving kindness for patients’
relatives. They should not do anything in order only to extend patient’s life

for medical expenses.

Keywords : Treatment cessation, Buddhist ethics, Terminally ill patients
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