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Abstract

This academic article analyzes the concept of “Dhammanava” as
an ontological allegory and a semiotic tool within the framework of Theravada
Buddhist philosophy. It moves beyond traditional moralistic interpretations
towards a critical analysis of conscious transition. The findings reveal that
“Dhammanava” functions as a semiotic system representing a temporary and
dynamic “Epistemic Instrument,” notably illustrated in the Raft Simile. This
emphasizes that Dhamma is a methodology rather than an absolute end in
itself. From a semiotic perspective, the “Vessel” acts as a structural interface
connecting the phenomenal world with the state of absolute reality. The
ontological dimension further challenges the existence of the self through
the process of instrumental detachment upon reaching the goal. This study
synthesizes a new conceptual framework, the “Navigational Logic of Dhamma,”
demonstrating that the nautical allegory serves as a cognitive mechanism to
systematically manage perception and volition during the liminal state of
conscious transformation. Consequently, this article elevates Buddhist doctrine

from a dimension of faith to a contemporary analytical philosophy.

Keywords: Dhammanava, Ontological Allegory, Semiotics, Buddhist Episte-

mology, Liberation, Navigational Logic of Dhamma
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Figure 1: Allegorical Diagram of the “Instrumental Dhamma-vessel”

in the Navigational Logic Model
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ULTIMATE GOAL: EPISTEMIC FREEDOM (SUNNATA)

Liberation from Ontological Attachment | Victory of Wisdom over Dogma
(based on Phra Brahmagunabhorn, 2012; Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, 2005)
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Applied Meta-Logic for Applied Freedom Critical Realism)
ONTOLOGICAL FLEXIBILITY Eﬁomsamdaeng, 2021; Meeruk, 2025)
Sunnata Realization 2. BIO-SPIRITUAL AUTONOMY
(Phra Dharmapitaka, 1997) (Detachment from the Vessel)
3, EDUCATIONAL MODELS

Process-based Pedago:
gAnton&Lee 2020) 0o)

CRITICAL CHARACTER
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Figure 2: Systemic Synthesis and Theoretical

Model of the “Navigational Logic for Epistemic Freedom”
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