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The Unheard Voices: Structural Violence, Memory, and Civilian Resistance in

Contemporary Myanmar Society
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Abstract

This article examines contemporary Myanmar through the lens of political humanities,
focusing on the interconnections between structural violence, memory, and civilian resistance
under military rule. It introduces the concept of “voices that are not counted,” referring to civilian
voices that are systematically marginalized within political institutions, legal frameworks, and
official public memory. Although these voices are silenced or rendered invisible by the state, they
persist and re-emerge as forms of bottom-up political engagement. The article argues that
violence in Myanmar should not be understood solely as direct physical repression, but as a form
of structural violence embedded in state institutions, laws, and political culture. Such
normalization of violence continuously undermines human dignity by depriving civilians of voice,
agency, and the ability to define the meaning of their own lived experiences. At the same time,
the article highlishts memory as a crucial political terrain. State efforts to erase or control
memories of past violence are challenged by community-based memories articulated through
storytelling, art, alternative media, and civilian networks. These memories function as a form of
moral resistance, preventing injustice from being silenced or forgotten. Furthermore, the article
reframes civilian resistance in Myanmar not merely as confrontation with state power, but as a
process of meaning-making. Civilians are not passive victims of structural violence; rather, they
act as social agents who negotiate, resist, and reimagine political possibilities through everyday
practices. By foregrounding civilian voices and memories, this study positions Myanmar as a critical
case for understanding contemporary political humanities, particularly debates on power,

violence, memory, and human dignity.

Keywords: structural violence, memory, bottom-up resistance, Myanmar, political humanitie
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ogfsssunaneifuds “vosliviu’ unguine aantu wastamsssumaidies stuungvaneenaviuiig
fusesnnuliiiaenielunwesmnuiiuawviessdovden angiianiuvesisrdmmnssuiviilinig
nevfugnesueindudsinduvdevaniedils (Cheesman, 2017) lusefufmusssumsidles Ay
sunsaddassaiadsgninlidudosadiopiunishiwesnny  Fo  uasinisuvesdy  Ssaavou
ANUIANAALAZANUSURAYOUVDINHEUT

doussgnduundeiiuuiundeuwn muguusadidasedenseiuigldinhluausunsmes
isssegosreaiiiossmuulngligndsdanuegneaied nesimdeunnlildduieldmnsuuss
uiduanntuiiineglulassaiiedy wsvgia wazgeumsalnd vilinmsnesunadouuazvunguiion
gvilireussauludeantiiu (Callahan, 2003; Smith, 1999) arwguusdlunsdiidaiildnufinund sn
Hunandmeslassairssrunaiiesnuuuaniiiefnwealsiaueninegradussuy

2.2 AUNFIT ANURBU wazMTIEIITeq

uwnFesnNUNsITIsI(Collective memory) Flifiuaumssdilliifuisadosduynna
mnusgnas1e siesed uazmualuseAudnuruan1TY 7w ward1ua (Halbwachs, 1992) Tudapudi
wdnennguusesnsinde arumsiinaaduauunmadesisgneeumuaienisallanisgn

¥

I wensallamsgnaunaradsgnidilunseula  nismuauAunTITuiiinalagnswion1sius

Y

AUYATITULALAIIUVBUTTTUVDIOUNRTF
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Tunsdldewsn wunAndes “nmsdlemennudsu” wie Living silence fawaSursantizding
Boudnnumnideniafeu Lilvmnesnanmmsdwieanuidndediu udmnzmsyn msd vie
nsandregnslamedisuuguiululuusunvesnisusiudsu (Fink, 2009) aweuluditaslafdnslsl
fides mnugnsmansnisegsennielilasiadnennundy  ANuReufInadaeiounU UL
Tassasaiivinlinisuansesnnateidudsiinung

selsimumnudeudldmnefinseensiudaedugs  oufnvmatstutlifiuimaSou
Feundinaieiuiivemisidiismnantiuuy umianssidni Seudilunseunss Aals de
maden wavansan (Walton, 2016; Lindquist, 2017) nMstaniseawanivimiiivhmenrumsesiwuy
yanmsvesdy  uandafuilidesdignilidevannsadsey  whseguonteumuesniaidionszua
nan

2.3 mssiaduludInuszandunaznisrefudedydnual

wud @ aflend (James C. Scott) iauewwidmesnsaesuludinusesiTuEveryday
resistance) LileeSuremssioduvenguitlisuns deildusingluguvesmsandensenisuznlaonsg
winulseglunginssudny Wewe ludiauszaniu wu msvianides nshisauile nsdadeuniw vie
nsUResidedeydnual (Scott, 1985) winAnitisvereanudladesmsiieseenluaniiuiiasisas
pgraluniens é?jﬁmﬂazaﬁ’ﬁumaqﬁﬂuﬁamﬁauwﬁwﬁmaim

o 1Y L4

nsmesunlileens wu A Jausssy Aavy wasdydnwal dunumdAyluusuniinigld

o

1Y

MawsensUsevnalawmegnadnyegesuuse msidenldios n1saedeudiuia nsuannudalela
fiu vi3eusiuimsuiasiirsiufonssuuesly dudusuuuumssedudiliudaminlaense wiveuens
ANUYBUSITUVBIBIUDMUTEEZE (Scott, 1985; McCarthy, 2019)

dmsunsdidonn vuAnviwadetlifuiinisdesuremaSoundsiyusemst 2021 flF

(% A

JAnegiienisUseisuuriosouy  windanaudanmshdlianusuidiedusy  nisadue3evietiemde

U

'
[y A

fues uwazn1sliRaUzuazdendviadunuiiniinisdlomnaden (Vrieze, 2024; South, 2021) JUkUUNTS

Aosumantazviewimaseuliliduiivuniovesrnusunsadilasadne  mausiidugnszyiinisms

HipuNldAUARaS19ETIARATAUNTIINTULAT DI 8 TUNTNIMIEBIUIRNATIUNINLN

14 | 1 o/
3. Iﬂﬁ\?ﬁi"l\i‘dﬂ\‘]ﬂ’n&léuui\ﬂuiﬁl&El‘l«l&l'ﬁ')llﬁllEl
Anugussdbudousnvadeliensesuiliegiuiismelugiug “wmmsal” wse “madeng
My” seninasgiudsznau mnusadsgnyiadilalugiue lassasne (Structure) Nilssndneglussuy

911999955 N13Kld NYNNe waz TUSTINNIMING Tassasefsnanivihmiifings inldanusuusady
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Gosnd  wawiliansuusiisseglsodiseidadagbiduusiosnngluglvesmslimalaonss
Rl MTlATIEANNTULILTdasEislulisunneeaiansanANNANRUESENINaNeiN gy
nalneunas waznisiadunasausanannisilu “duanmienisifies” sgraluszuy

3.1 negvin ngvianeg wazmsviliauguusadubesveussau

nowimilewsn(Tatmadaw)  Sldduiesaaniumanms  snusiduununansvesdgasdelmin
NENUSINANINSTes Laswgia waznguanedhliseiu anusuussiinesinldrenadeudslilfegly
anm “usnngyang” mnusgniinliveussasiunseunging AusiuAs wagmnssumsUnesnd
anuiduennin uazeSulnevesss npmaneanusiuag MsUszmAaauMInianiay wasundydAnde

v A =

Faslimmslderunalaglidosiuin Wunalnddyiasunusuusdvinaedu “wihi” anndins
Azl

Tuvuningumnglalldviuihiduasesdnivesussmau mnusviuihdidy weluladuiseina
(Technology of power) ilsinsduny auds Tedugame uazmslimdsioussienaiieugnesune
dudsiufutemnuawiGeuiesvessy Tassaiwnaingmneuivilfdudsemig “nsdesuld
nguane” AU “anugunswessy”  doumell  wazdwalinisdeduvesdsynsugniiilinaneilu
91N TN AL R L UR

3.2 STUUAINNED N1AUAN waznsvinlinaseu “13aanu”

WONIINAMUTULTTINMENILEL  Seillsusndiondassuuanundandunalndrdglunisaiuay
Haw erundlllfiAennwensallawenisainils mnudgnuassregeseidesiuninihsgfe nns
anay msastyeiinanlile wazgauliuiuswvesngmne fegdriifiulddandadgsemst 2021
fio nMsdunuduyy tnAanssy then yaainsmsnsuimd ag uazdhsvnsiinssmuiunsensesdn
fu Tnevanensdignnammedomdueiutuas matandu viensaduayumsnenmsiie fafins
nszvidununnifudfissnisuanseenvsnisdiemsenisufeslisiuiiontsy  seeuvesdiuaul
Jevd(Human  Rights  Watch)seyimdsizusems  neafidsanusiuasesisuianmslddiiuns
Unuusussrsuiiredunisunasesesnasimegnenametaimsdamemy  msfunulagnanis
Mg wazmslinuguusmama Samanensdidiineentgnssusenywend vasiiinmwlunig
LEPIDDNKATNITYLNYNINNADENTURSY  antunsalnanavilinaseulldenamanisallainnisinad
Foanu NsnTINgNYL M3temdeduIaiu sewliuinisinutuinanugulsesilugnisgnduny
viegnadinudiola n1sfiadeu maaudseinisdeans mvandssiufiansisue uaznisnousieenan

Aanssumenisilasdenaradunalnniseinsealudinuszan iy
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nsvuaunsithlugmehlimaideudiusnnnaiedu “§l5Hnu” (De-personalized subjects)
Tumenisdies nanfewinandsndidineglugiusUszens uagndavinanaaiuzvesnnudunadios
Aramsss audulin warnsgaydeveanadougnasveulfivieifiesiauviedindug Tasumaan
fuilumaianidosoannes miamﬁawaqwaﬁawdwiﬂummqwmL%aé’igé’ﬂwaiﬁﬁmumuﬁﬁu
AIUTULTININENN Uavdieriiiilassasigunaisedlalaglideddmdmanniian

3.3 ANUTULIITRNUSHAzAEU TugIuEdIunlavelATeEs1eS]

¢ =

anusunssludlouanlidotauenesnanUsziiunAnuguasmaun Jadluissnnudauwdisening

9

[

nau wnusdudruniavesasiadaigiidnasuguvedinuyudegdliviniien nguanfnuguevey

]

v o =

wavrungutiosemauningnyilidu “auwen” ve3wd gnasinudanuassndng uazgnvintlidu

Y

[y o

fUANANLTRUAUINTHOANUTUAIVDITT
Tupseulienuguussienguufnuiwazmaulilailunadnsvosnundsadsluszauiaan
wihiy usilBunavesulowis msfne) 1mnssunauseifenans waznistsduldngmunefidenUfun
= °o § v - A wo.oa A 2 ] o J A
AuguLsRgnivgulewduses “nandeddld” viaidunaanauuansanainusssy Nly
Auduasag Anuguesiinangnrantasaqulaglassaiesgedialussuu Tngasilassaises
ANNFULS IS FElEUINTINATBARNTITUTTIUAUTBISINIINING NYVINNY SLUUANUNGD kavnTTnaIau
[ ¢ =% Ay A A A 1Y) LA & ° | o
Auduayed  anusunsiadladuiisnaiesilovessy  willuteulviiugiuveamsmsiegvesiyies
msvhanudilalassassiiluduneuddglumsdeiuinly  “desiligniv”  vemadeulasunis

wonity wazilugiuAndmsunisdumunstsennanniemadeiiuluaniesanusunseiy

4. ﬂ'J’]%WI‘J\?ﬁ’WJENﬂ’)’]&I‘guLL‘N: i%‘i/i'j’l\‘iﬂqigﬂaULLa:ﬁﬂ’ﬁf\]ﬂﬁi’]

L]

AnuguLstlueuinsnadldlamsegiiodusuvemislimadlaenss mnuadilieglulia

=

999 “AuNsT1” Faduituidednianisfeafidifyseninedgiulssanvuy AUVSTITeIRI NI

[ ‘:l'

Tiloifean1sszandeofn MINLADUNIZUIUNITNNEIALTILASITOITUSIUID NTREIUAINLATY LaznT

[ [y [

AVUAANNNNIEYRINA Symsidleuaniianud Ay AUNISAIUANAILNTIIING 9 AUNITAIVANDIAN
AN NNMENTENTIZAIN TS denndarudenavesisdenteuate o Us T
(Legitimacy) 2838 1un9egramanidesldld (Assmann, 2011; Jelin, 2003)

4.1 wian1salanAny:A.A.1962, A.A.1988, A.A.2007 waz A.A.2021 TugIue “T08UNaNIIAY
N393”

winn3aisgUsemalie M 1962 mMaandusefuvassznvulule f.1988 nsuseisomsyas

Tuln.e. 2007 uarnssguszmslud a.m.2021 dlddudieansnisainnanisdies mnusiidu “sesunanis
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AIM5991” (Wounded memories) fividenasuiszaunsaisinvesdmniouinogwioiiles imnisal
wiehilgndnevenangugiuiusivena anuvssiiluaseunia wasidosdivesury uwiigarnene
amwaumméﬁﬁmm’%aﬁmﬁaummwmmaﬂmﬁgmizﬁmaﬁﬁﬁmm (Fink, 2009; Skidmore, 2004)

Turnedisgnenuiauemmmsnivanilugiug “ennusndumaseifenans” vio “msdnw
ATUASL” ATIMSIIveIUsETsunduans N saiailugugisnanuesnisgds wagennu
ogfisssy  magnnssAEudea  mnaldaenadestussminserumassivesigiuaimassives
Uszruavioulidiuiianumsedililddadunans  mawsiiduamnunsidlosiifilusenisdeseuas
n1smem1y (Trouillot, 1995)

4.2 ANUNSIINTEHBINTAY AUAMUNSITIRIYUTY

Sgdeuinldnalnrannuanglunis “aunnunsssn” (Erasure of memory) lidnazilunsaiuny
vdngmsnsfne maduwesie mmilrmgnsainnusuusnanedudosiesiu viemshlivie
nanedudlimmlutufinmass imans  nssviunmsvaniaenadesiuuunfninfgildunasoudios
$aMeveszrvy wimeneuUnasesmunsariunnmsientueiingis (Foucault, 1977;
Connerton, 2009)

agdlsinumnunenenlunsauanunssdvessgnauliineauysal ANUNTITIvRIgHTLEIAS
sssegluguvesisneniliifunienis nmadFeduiiuiiduth wasanuvsssndeorsuniflionagnii
Tmeluldie  ammumssdumadviniidy  “afinnuinisfasssn” (Moral archive) fhifiusnm
Usvauntsnivesemogisssn  wandugruliiAnnmsdamomusesunaisediwiaiiioalelin,  2003;
Hinton, 2014)

4.3 unumvesals Aannaiden uazansad

Tusiuniiufianssusgnaiuauediaduna  fadz devnaden uwazansadnaneifuedosile
dnlunsdrsauazanovenn MUY AMBuRsansAR Unnd auss ns A Lavde
fiva vimihdiduiuiifenunsshdsgnnativannsauangiuldsnailusuuuuiisgauaulden
(McCargo, 2019; Sontag, 2003)

mawAn LS AU dlddudesnstuiinein wnusdunisfmensounisiuives
faaw uasnafiuiliAansiealmidemamsnianusuns Aatzuazansaiieimiiduiaeiasde

o

MIIINsITILaENsWles Nwenleslszaunisaldiuyanadnnulasaasnennu sl ssluseAusy
4.4 a1amssInlugnusmssafudeiasssy
Tuhefannnumssdvesrnusulshudeuinaiansagnuesiluguuuuniaes n1sded s

Aassu (Moral resistance) nanifewdusyyvuazlianunsasesusgmemamseaniduninisieala
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lAgnsa WANIINTT NI9LE1ERY wasNSUEsNILaN Aon1sUSLEsTIRLeousUAINTRUSTINYDIAIY

JULSIVRIF (Arendt, 1963; Margalit, 2002)

AU duilliiiesimegiunasglutegiu WAL dun1591951n g IUNAASTINAMSY
BUAN anuvssd1vesignnseivilinuguwsdlionagniliilusesunivsegnndumeluly

Usgimansegadovin  waslludeulvdrdglunisiunuinstiedenunsidleidalesiudnads A

Dunyudunnninausiunawessy

5. \dusvaswaiiouuaznisdeduananstuuy
wiSgeumnsneeuilinaseunnegluanuyvesrnuley AnuIangs wavauliinu
nensiles uslumsufdideseamaisounduliwe ey mafsadsusuuuusasomanisusng
#a MasieRuUINE1NTULL (Bottom-up resistance) TuuFunidsusnadilfdinogifisansussinsuin
gy vnusiunsnduegluginusedniu nsdenlisiuiie waznisasismnunanglvisonnuguwsavesy
(Scott, 1985; 1990)
5.1 sUnuumsseduvasmaFeu: nslsisautio n1safy wazn1sdeanslday
vikluguuuunsseuiisudandsigusemsd 2021 Aonislisuiledusy (Civil disobedience
and non-cooperation) laglawizaUIUNITOSEEIATU (Civil Disobedience Movement- CDM) %83
1519015 wnnd a3 wazussonlunindiusing 4 msuiasliufoRnudidsessy uwheddunugeiedin
uayeiuAasdyans wiagvieulvidiuimadould “nislinsgi Wuedosdiensmaifiedlunisii
Tsglalanunsaunasosldodnssuiu (Hlaing, 2022; Scott, 1985)
vusfefunisisoismeluasdunsuaudlddudonmamdaugus windadunagns
madiosesnisegsonuasnmsinyidesemues  wadeusawnnlifiuiivewny  mefity  way
wsotewdntudugnilunsdeans Suiin wasmounsdeyaiisatuniuunssveay maasuidllens

kY 9

DOUFIAINNTHIDY ‘vi’mL‘ﬂuﬂWie’hsaumm&ﬁmiﬂﬁﬁuﬁﬁ%’%mm leennnIn (South & Jolliffe, 2015)

<9 9

aa o

NsAENSIAAUNIUADRRA  waUnALATWNSTE  wazesevngliliduniants ilmdseamasaudiag

(%
v a

a % ¥ a s & Y | Y v = = &
adey  winngldnisUanudumesidauasnisiihseitegnadudy  demadenmaniliiiesssnu
L4 v o Y a ) & A o 2/ L 61 1Y
WiAN130d wAgimiilununvenunssdiiasnsaseenan valsIveInIsHef1u (McCargo, 2019)
5.2 M3faiuruEinUszdndu: nsllasilivsinguuiiiivg
wenanmssesiuivewiulatn  waseuludeuwndwesusgiiunsnssingn q  Tu

aAa o w = o ! % ! [ « = 9 [ [ Id v Y A
FINUILINIU %amnlmgﬂuuw,ﬂu nsidles” Tuanuminenselanan 13J’3’]"U$LUUﬂWiISUﬂWH’] NNIavLAYU
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21U NIUANBEINSUSUARURBNITUTeesy  viseMssnwiAumsdvesdedinl iluiunaiuda
sUnvumatlaenadosiuLwAansaefuluginuszdniu (Everyday resistance) ¥4 Laud 3. afend

(James C. Scott) M¥gunaliiimeauysal uargnuaueIzed19moillanInnsnssyingn 9 veeggn

Y

A3

DDy 2

Unases (Scott, 1990) msseduituilenaliansalaudussidluszesdy wiinddlunisnwdn
muuysd  wazufiasmailienasuusanaiedudownd  Tuuuniinsuanseenlagnsiens
vinefannueg mMImsadinegligenfumuveusssnvessunaigiadumadeslusunuuiiudady
LANTINGS

5.3 “ideeitligniiu” Tugrusnsdlesguuuumils

wndn  “desiligniu”  ldldmnedadedilifiog  mamunedadesignililauvmnelu
lassaenisidles ngmany uazn1sfuivessy W@ewamalsauludisunngninuinainnssuiunsandula
othafurans gyl dufiesadd  sifegnihliidouriumiund  eghdlsinmuidsandninduats

1 LY

nsiilesdnyavilaneguenanitusy (Fraser, 2007) MsilosvadssnligniuAanisiiewanisnsmaiy

Y

a a

sonseudn “lasilavdyn” way “@osuutlndasgneensu” msinaiEouan309nNNTULTVOIRLLY
JufinUszaunisel wazadsmannumsadn WWunsvimienIsynaInANeseessy waevinbinanugunsll
anagnihieumeldlsegauysal

5.4 waiseulalawde uadudaisanunung

msuesmaeuludlousnifisslugiusimievesmnusuusadosienmsanneusiauny wagshlins
sofuanastuuugnuestiy uneuiiauelfuemadoulusiuy  “da¥eanumane”  (Meaning
makers) fiiA"a Aes09 waznouldmLTULIIesFeswrellos MUt Aremsadt wagmsnsgiily
Famuszdru Uelin, 2003; Assmann, 2011)

nsafenramnemaidifdufonsedisen  widumsidesdsfasssuiiufasnisviili
Ty dudaisgaunsoimoldlaslianufvin  Tuwilidewemadou  wiaglignivlussuy

nsilosegraduniams ndudusngudidgaesnisiununisiedinudisuiniuandseantulueuinn

= = 4 =~
6.L&|EJ1J3J'11‘U§']1J$UVILﬁﬂu&lgiﬂﬂﬂqﬂﬂﬁﬂTﬁﬂJaﬁ
& 14 = 1A « S b=1 [ 9 L= « ¥ v <
unanuiliausliveulisunnliiedugiug  “nsdlfinvivesiziumad” vve “dwrunieliings
MIs” mnusluguzunSeuddyvemyyemansnsillestiuady Feelamenalninnuiuuss
Falassaseinsseglalaglifesiiaonmnusuusmnanienimaaeniial nsvilianusuusainaneiuges

Un@ (Normalization of violence) frunguune aantiu wazdnusssunisdes WuwiiladAgynvinlisg
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o o £ & ¢ = Y oA | I o | a o
annsatuneudniasaululyydvemaseulistweiliednglignasdianueg1aateds  (Galtung,
1969; Foucault, 1977)

a 1% v o £ a < 4
6.1 ANuTuLsuBlATEeiuAnAAIAUTULYYY
a e‘dy Y & 1 a 2/ I ay v 1 fa

HaMTiATEtlviuiausuksaddasailufisundldusngamzludisnansalings
mnusdedegluiinused iy dunisdeassmineinsegnslididusssy nsfiadunianguung waznisvi
TinaiTouduunnanegluaniug “FInlswune” (Precarious life) Fasganansamununievhangld
Ingliidosuiin (Butler, 2004) Anuguksdludnuaeivhanednaeanuduuyudlilidmenszaursenn
MINFIATNTINLEES AIUYLNY LaEAINAIINTOLUNTIVUATEAINTTUYBIRNULEY

MsNeIrUTULTBlasaiauduysemansnsliesliun dymiiliegn i
ansguuse” ieenglesends wifessuuanuiuaznseuumnvihlinnugulsgnviliveusssula
agvsaillos  uniSeunndlsunndsasvisuinnisituldnaasanuduuyedldonafaduldmnlisensy
lassasaminidinuywdgninaiauaiegialiwindes

6.2 AMUNTANTUFIULAUIAUNTSIDS

nuszihudAiunauddudufie anunssdldlddisnioweedn wiluauunisidiewes
Uagtuuazewian anuneieuvessgdeunilunisau Iadeu wieibimanisalanusussanansiu
39BN AEVoUANATENTNTBISTINMNNNTINENGIIUNTUOUINANEANYBUSITUVDIEIUNT
(Assmann, 2011; Trouillot, 1995)

Tumenduiu anuvssdivesmaiiounianenaaniunisianies Aals uardeoniudoniminiu
sUnvunilsvasnsrenuilienagnusuusulaegvauysal anumsaduvadinwanuatalediasssy
(moral truth) YasUszaUNTaAlANTULTY kazvinlvauesfsssulignadumelululse Tamansniens
Aumssdadunsnensmenisdiesfiddgrewlidiuns  wazludeuludesdiuresnisiuauinisis
AugFssIdlueuan UJelin, 2003)

6.3 N13ARANUNTINMNENIBIARITEIEIUITT

anvnedliiuinnssesuanastuudhndeunyimeneaffiuguvesssadelald - dude

a a1 o v & a < < ! Y [ = Y a o w
wAnnIgmnasailudulaasauarlienaduaaen nslisiuile msdedmludinusedriu wasns
asniunnmsdewenantu wansliiiuingiwnasgiesionanudugey MsUuiRnu wazautey
voanarsouegnandeslile (Scott, 1990)

A = a = £4 [ [ < v o v Za o

denaseudiasiaglvianuvinemunseuvessy  wdlussdudntesdunasgiisuduaasuly

WedayanualasiBefiasssy  unssuandeuandsfeuliuywemansnisidlomiuunlinnudiAyiunig
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soduil “ligdlve)” uitlidreglutinuszdniu mszmsaeiumardmeliiundmeamudlunsaing
Anuvangly wineldlassaieanusuissiguilounanvilliiu
Tneagudounnluguznsdidnunabiuin nmsdedilifevuaemglusganvioauiusy mnus

Y

Anduluaumssdn Msuas waznisinsegvedausssun unikeuillifissdidesonisianudila

a o o & dy v ¢ - & o I o £ a [
LHYUUN Vi']ﬂENLﬂﬂwu'ﬂlﬁmi‘éﬂﬂﬂqﬁmiﬂqiLﬂanQﬂqﬂ'\m@@aquqﬂ MWNEULLN LLagﬂﬂmﬂiﬂfJﬁlmLUUNwﬂfﬂu

A9AUTINAN DY 19RNTITITY

GEYL

unanadjaianudladsendounssadoihueuduyvemaniniades Taedlfidiuinn
sunsailaissegiieslugurasnisidmatlaenss mnusilseglulassafanamsides ngving uag
Fasssunsunasesiivilinmsasdiadnieieuduiyednaodubonnd  mmguusaddasais
fanaminaddlunsiilfdsmomadoudiounn  “bigniu”  sludeaniuuarluniunsed
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ABSTRACT

This book review dissects the 1944 posthumous work of American political scientist Nicholas
J. Spykman entitled The Geography of the Peace. Setting an optimistic view of the end of the Second
World War, Spykman sparked renewed interest in reformulating the prevailing geopolitical formula by
revisiting and critiquing Sir Harold Mackinder’s Heartland Theory, which was proven outdated and
idealistic upon the onset of the war. To correct these oversights, Spykman proposed a more pragmatic
and all-encompassing approach in geopolitical interactions by recalibrating Mackinder’s theory by
integrating a more littoral-oriented area, termed the “rimland,” and introducing air power into the nexus
of fundamental geopolitical factors, which provided a more all-encompassing viewpoint needed to
expound on immediate geopolitical and defense analysis. The book, on the other hand, has suffered
from methodological and conceptual flaws, as well as authorial questioning, which casts a cloud of doubt
over the veracity of the presented information. Ultimately, Spykman’s book presented a quality of healthy
skepticism and interrogation of the insularity of both the United States of America and its European
counterparts to a certain extent when it comes to girdling geopolitics and global collective security. It
places the question of intention and forthrightness at the heart of the present-day analysis of post-war
American foreign policy, apropos of the national sovereignty of nations within the Asian, African, and
Latin American regions.

Keywords: Geopolitics, International Relations, Rimland, Nicholas John Spykman, United States
Foreign Policy

. INTRODUCTION

“The policy of all the powers is in their geography.” This is the famed dictum that is largely
attributed, albeit unofficially, to Napoleon Bonaparte. This belief was based on the idea that geography
serves as a litmus test for the venerable hypothesis about the “political bridegroom,” which involves
defining, measuring, and acting for national interest and security in relation to geographical conditions.
Furthermore, marshaling the area-specific expertise of international security by way of geography, one
must chart a treacherous course of geographical concepts to consummate a holistic and impartial
understanding of the nexus of geopolitics and international security. After all, geography is not only the
“eyes of history,” but it is also the poisonous pill that scholars and researchers alike of that particular
time period and even up to the 215t century find it easy to discredit or to reconcile the place of security

and national interests in terms of historical interpretation.
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Thus, in 1944, in an attempt to oppugn the famous and idealist concept of Sir Harold Mackinder
in that of the “Heartland” principle, Nicholas John Spykman, in his posthumous work entitled The
Geography of the Peace, responded by attempting to accord the “place of geopolitical analysis in the
formulation of a security policy.” At that time, geopolitics was either ill-defined by academics whose rival
schools of thought tended to monopolize it, or it served as a platform for the “idealist, morally dogmatic
liberals” to give credibility to their stances about “world peace,” or it was treated as a lowly servant by
policymakers of foreign policy development (Spykman 1944, pp. x, 3). The purpose, then, of this book
is not only to read the geopolitical transitions happening in the 1940s that crucially address the
capricious state of the policies followed by major international powers, which were undermined by the
Second World War, but also to further justify the idea that the international security problem born of the

war will be and must be shouldered by the Americans to deter opposing nations (Spykman 1944, p. x).

II. SUMMARY

Considered by contemporaneous peers as the sequel to Spykman’s earlier work entitled
America’s Strategy in World Politics published in 1942, the book is divided into five parts, which take
into account the very nature and stimulus of the relationship between geography and foreign policy,
which then emerges as a perspicacious component of understanding the West’s diplomatic approach in
the Eurasian geopolitical region. As history has shown, the Eurasian region served as the crucible of the
developing system of ideological geopolitics, emerging as the ideological frontline of the Cold War

between the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The first and shortest chapter, entitled “Geography in War and Peace,” deals with the sobering
reality that the world of that time was facing: the ‘tremendous struggle’ of the major nations for political
power (Spykman 1944, p. 3). Using the war as a judicious and necessary backdrop, Spykman argues
that nations that become embroiled were either to defend their territory—an encroachment upon which
'threatens the very life of [the state]'—or to augment their political prestige, anchored by the leverage
such power affords (Spykman 1944, p. 4). Thus, to prevent future wars for political supremacy, Spykman
offered a prudent and revolutionary, albeit pragmatic, solution, and that is by creating a system of
“collective security.” Each state will retain its own armed forces but will accept an obligation to fight in
the defense of any other state whose security is threatened, and upon accomplishment of such, the

feeling of collective security is embedded (Spykman 1944, p. 4).

In the eyes of a 21st-century reader, the echoes of Spykman’s daring statement are very much
reverberating in the present, as it manifested in the form of the United Nations, created a year after this
book was published. Much like how the United Nations of the present works, Spykman argued that it is
important to understand that these ‘major nations,” which have the inherent military strength to defend
themselves, will be the enforcers and policers of the yearned-for collective security. This alternative was

given more emphasis by Spykman compared to the alternative of abandoning power politics for mutual
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and harmonious state cooperation or creating a superstate that operates with wide police force power

in the hopes of dissuading nations from the need for (re)armament.

The second chapter deals with the problem of mapmaking, as there are technical and
cartographical differences between the types of map projections used by geographers, historians,
political scientists, and foreign policymakers in societal analysis. In conjunction with that, Spykman
assails the influence of the Mercator projection map as he advocates for a “complete scrapping” of such,
since the map is not furnished with a proportional areal representation of the nation-states as areas near
the Northern Pole tend to have a bigger land area than their original — emblematically projecting political
power. Thus, with the introduction of the Miller cylindrical map projection by 1942, it attempts to reverse
the usual optic as it views not the entire Northern Hemisphere, but rather, the Western Hemisphere as
the fundamental nexus of geopolitical power in the world, as it projects the ‘United States’ in the center
of the Old and New World (Spykman 1944, p. 18). Beyond the usual cartographical precedents,
Spykman implicitly argued that with the imminent rise of air power, the conduct of the old intellectual
norm of “terrestrial-and-aquatic only” geographic frontiers will be proven ineffectual and archaic by the
technological advancements and unpalatable to the future generation of researchers and scholars
(Spykman 1944, p. 17).

The third and fourth chapters, which comprise the meaty bulk of the book, represent a diptych
approach: The influence of the rimland (areas that are within and surrounded by marginal and
mediterranean seas that constitute a maritime highway, which in turn connects the economic and
political security of the nations within) in the geopolitical idea of security is immeasurable, as Spykman
has argued: “Who controls the rimland rules Eurasia; who rules Eurasia controls the destinies of the
world,” while addressing the dilemma of “encirclement” and “isolationism” that tends to restrain how a
nation views itself in relation to others, much like how the United States of America worked before the
Second World War (Spykman 1944, pp. 19, 44). Accordingly, nations within the rimland (areas including
present-day China, the entire Southeast Asian region, Japan, the Indian subcontinent, and the Western
Asian region) are primarily the nations that have adequate resources of men and materials that can
exercise a direct influence on the peaceful organization of international society. On the other hand, the
nations who are lacking in either of the two resources or both of them often resort to ‘isolationism,’ which

is an understandable act to do but would often lead to encirclement by much stronger nations.

The concluding chapter, “The Strategy of Security,” envisioned a world in which the United
States is at the forefront without the predominance of hegemonic powers whose “principles and ideals
are opposed to the whole course of Western civilization” (Spykman 1944, p. 45). In doing such a colossal
task, Spykman argues, it is necessary for the United States not only to avoid becoming over-reliant on
naval and land power but also to incorporate a formidable and systematic air power that could stretch
across ‘maritime zones.’ In addition, it is to be understood that to ensure the stability of what Spykman
defined as power-based ‘collective security,” the United States must treat Great Britain (while seen as a
dwindling major power at that time) as its transatlantic zone ally and, intriguingly, the Soviet Union as its

major partner in enforcing peace in the Eurasian mainland (Spykman 1944, p. 57). After all, the strength
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of Britain, the Soviet Union, and the United States must be readily available to preserve the power

balance.

In the end, Spykman intriguingly advocates for a utopian superstate envisioning “achieving the
organization of a world state and abolishing the independent sovereignty of nations” (Spykman 1944, p.
60). But as long as the realistic political, economic, and military conditions of the entire world do not
permit the redefinition of world power balance and international relations, Spykman asserted a core
thesis: the United States is the major political power that is committed to enforcing “collective security,”
and it is within the interest of the Americans to sincerely request mutual cooperation with the British and
Russians for constant regulation of geopolitical interests within both the “Heartland” and “Rimland”
regions. Anyhow, Spykman noted, “their cooperation will serve their own best interests” (Spykman 1944,
p. 61).

lll. ANALYSIS

As we assess, or reassess, the strength of Spykman’s work, one has to be reminded of the fact
that it was originally written in 1943 and published the next year. One of its conspicuous strengths was
Spykman’s straightforward and uncomplicated explanation of geographical and geopolitical terms.
Given that the topic being discussed by Spykman was a complex and intellectually challenging one,
there were technical jargons present in his book (such as azimuth, Heartland, Rimland, and many other
related terminologies) that the reader had to confront, and yet Spykman took up the mantle of
simplification, which helped lay the smooth conveyance of his ideas.

Another strength of Spykman’s work was his refinement (or revision, to a certain extent) of the
precedent set by Sir Halford Mackinder in the Heartland Theory. After four decades of the pervasiveness
of Mackinder’s Heartland Theory, upon the publication of his 1904 work entitled “The Geographical Pivot
of History,” Spykman, confronted with a variegated geopolitical framework compared to that of
Mackinder’s times and disillusionment with the idealist construct of the Heartland Theory, offered a more
realistic and pragmatic approach by formulating the Rimland Theory, as seen in this book. His theory,
while anticipating the rise of independent centers of power such as China, India, and Japan that could
antagonize the position of Mackinder’s Heartland, provided the necessary theoretical underpinning for
the United States in terms of exploration of the extent of American foreign policies, starting from the
1950s up until the 215t century. It eventually became an act of leveraging economic, political, and
technological facets against areas within Spykman’s rimland (Gerace 1991, p. 349, 353). It also became
the concealed engine behind the United States’ act of containment against the rising influence of the
Soviet Union and its communist ideology. It provided a defensible excuse for the Americans to use an
aggressive method of curbing and preventing the spread of Communist ideology through coercive
intrusion into the national sovereignty of other nations—a strategy that became the hallmark of American

foreign policy during the Cold War.
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If the strengths of this book are well-articulated, so too are its shortcomings. As earlier stated,
this work is a memento of the intellectual prodigiousness of Spykman, which was published in 1944, at
the latter stage of the Second World War. Thus, a fundamental contradiction or shortcoming of this book
is not the year it was written, but rather the authorial authenticity and factual association of the
information presented in the book. When read closely, Frederick Sherwood Dunn’s introduction explicitly
stated that Spykman, with the intent of making use of his lecture’s stenographic records in coming up
with the book, suddenly died in June 1943 (Spykman 1944, p. x). Eventually, the fulfilment was made
by Helen Nicholls, Spykman’s chief researcher and assistant, with “real fidelity” to the plan and intentions
of his departed master (Spykman 1944, p. x).

As the book reviewer, | think there is a cloud of doubt covering the book on the exact degree or
extent of the ‘fidelity’ of Nicholls’ writing, which embodied Spykman’s ideas. There is a high certainty,
without being prejudicial to Nicholls’ intellectual capacity and fidelity, that the words the readers are
reading are actually Nicholls’ interpretation of the concepts espoused by Spykman, not Spykman
himself. In addition, the use of Spykman’s lecture stenographic records alone is a reminder to both
laymen and educated readers that such referential material is not a thorough and complete source that
can be utilized in discussing a rather sophisticated topic. As with any historical or other academic
references, source criticism is a must to ensure ‘real fidelity’ of the information being presented.

Another shortcoming of Spykman was his inferential core thesis that collective security is deeply
entrenched and heavily dependent on the mutual cooperation of the United States, the Soviet Union,
and Great Britain, who were wartime allies, by 1943. Spykman has elided the dynamic and sometimes
violent clash of perspectives with respect to national interests and ideological nationalism, which
subsequently manifested in the form of predatory and malign nation-states. Historical accounts have
shown that after the Second World War, both the United States and the Soviet Union engaged in
maligning and transgressing Spykman’s calculated vision of collective security by pursuing their own
share of wealth and power that engendered a new form of colonialism: neocolonialism (Kupchan and
Kupchan 1997, p. 60).

In his discussion, Spykman overlooked the very definition of the term “independence” of “small
states,” namely: the Philippines, Burma (present-day Myanmar), and Indonesia, by stating that their
independence is correlated to the effective establishment of these powers within the Southeast Asian
region (Spykman 1944, p. 58). Rather than recognizing the true aspirations of the people residing in
such countries, Spykman is advocating for the divvying up of these countries into spheres of influence
of these Western powers, wherein the responsibility for territorial security and integrity falls into the
hands of these powers, not the small states. Thus, it asserted that Spykman himself fell into a working
contradiction that equated independence to Western dependency. Spykman, unfortunately, fails to
recognize that these nations are acting on the precepts of raison d’etat, which reasonably furthered the

right of a nation to pursue their national interest in any means employed (Kissinger 1994, p. 58).
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IV. CONCLUSION

Spykman’s The Geography of the Peace is a work of well-grounded intellectual interrogation as
it addresses the necessity of the time to assert and adopt a more realistic and pragmatic geopolitical
approach to properly hold what Spykman has termed global “collective security.” Despite this,
Spykman’s central focus: the terms “geography” and “peace,” terms that seem not abstruse enough for
a layman or an academic alike, were, nonetheless, cleverly exploited primarily by the Americans after
the Second World War as a “Trojan Horse” for anti-communist hegemony—a world of free societies
associated with the United States. This argument serves as the crux of the ideological-cum-geopolitical
interaction in American foreign policy to the present, which tends to undermine the principle of national
sovereignty of the “small states,” mentioned by Spykman, in exchange for American dependency.
Furthermore, as seen in the eyes of a 21st-century reader, the very shortcomings evident in the book
are not only methodological and authorial representations but also conceptual and bounded by the time
the book was written, elicited from the optimistic viewpoint of Spykman himself regarding mutual
international cooperation of the major powers to promote “peace.” Thus, Spykman’s work is an insightful
account that makes a meaningful contribution to the emerging arena of works tackling international
relations and geopolitical analysis, more so during times of regional and global conflicts and security

issues that still resonate in the present.
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ABSTRACT

This book review presents a thorough dissection and critical interrogation of Jose Eleazar Bersales
and Taihei Okada’s 2023 work, The Japanese Community in Cebu, 1900-1945, which is construed as a
trailblazing historiographical account of the Japanese diaspora in the Philippines. Using archival research
as its principal methodology, Bersales and Okada have upheld the fact that many Japanese settled in Cebu
Province during the American colonial period for commercial purposes. From there, it opened up a veritable
crucible, in the form of commercial-industrial establishments, which offered a new perspective as to how
the Japanese settlers had acclimatized in their new environment that inevitably spurred or benefited the
Cebuanos, in addition to narrating how the same societal setup was disturbed and eventually ruined by the
eruption of the Second World War. Ultimately, it is expected for a trailblazing work to have built-in
shortcomings, be it in the conceptual or technical side; however, Bersales and Okada’s book is a prominent
addition to the literature, tackling not just the local history of Cebu or the history of the Japanese diaspora
in the country but also the Japanese settlers in pre-Second World War Southeast Asia, which will serve as

the backbone for future research.

KEYWORDS: Cebu Province, Japanese, Philippines, Second World War
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. INTRODUCTION

The year 2025 marked the eightieth anniversary of the surrender of the Imperial Japanese forces
to the Allied Forces, which brought the Second World War to its close. In the following decades, many
former Japanese colonies have started to incorporate to their annals of national histories such event, in
which they were written in such a manner to depict the Japanese as a brutal and uncompromising type of
people, which consummated the shared feeling of despair, anger, and resentment of their once colonized
nations. On one hand, these harrowing representations are true to numerous people living in the Southeast

Asia region.

What is truly unfortunate, on the other hand, is how historians had deliberately passed over the
lives of the Japanese already living in the areas long before the war broke out, as the disregard of which
gives a sense of dimming certain historical lights to suit their own way of thinking or, worse, strangulate the
other reality that there were Japanese that were innocuous and different from the Imperial Japanese forces,
as they had only ventured into such areas in search of greener pastures. It certainly feels that there is still
a ‘cold war’ existing, as there are discreet conflicts that persisted long after the ink of the peace treaties had
dried in the form of historical writing. In the case of the Philippines, in addition to the failure of providing the
Japanese immigrants an appropriate socio-historical understanding and voice, another historiographical
oversight that persisted for several decades was the dearth of local histories. These histories either serve
as a strong and sufficient foundation for the data presented by scholars in the written national histories or
give a differing point of view to what has been etched or often repeated in the hegemonic works of national

history.

Hence, the book being reviewed, The Japanese Community in Cebu, 1900-1945, by scholars Jose
Eleazar Bersales and Taihei Okada, addresses the surprising lack of the historians’ engagement regarding
the huge gaps of understanding of the historiographical vectors when it comes to two interrelated and
bludgeoning fields of inquiry: the tracing of Japanese settlement in the Philippines and the influence of the
Second World War on the attitude of the Filipinos towards the Japanese. Their study focused narrowly on

the genesis and experience of the Japanese community within the province of Cebu during the period.

IIl. SUMMARY

In the first two chapters, Bersales and Okada opens up with a milieu of the Japanese settlement,
first, in the national level, and subsequently, in Cebu Province. An inquiry into the statement made by the
authors expressing that there is a stark difference in terms of the luring factor, which sufficiently justified the
settlement of Japanese in prewar Cebu in comparison to the other Japanese immigrants that ultimately
settled in other cities in the Philippines (Bersales and Okada 2023, 4), which really set the tone for the entire

work. The authors’ adoption of this claim openly challenged the ‘agricultural’-dominant disposition of
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historians and other scholars, as to the reason of settlement of Japanese in certain areas in the Philippines,
as they championed for a more ‘commercial’-centric opportunities that address the motive of the Japanese
to come to Cebu, specifically in terms of retail trading, specialty trading, manufacturing, and service
providers relevant to physical therapy and carpentry (Bersales and Okada 2023, 10, 28). The Japanese
never intended that their introduction of the ‘bazar’ concept would make an undeniable and persistent
impact on the lives of not only the Cebuanos but the entirety of the Filipinos, as the concept remains relevant

today.

Having analyzed the milieu and participation of the Japanese community during the prewar period,
the authors now turn to the events that unfolded in the province during the Second World War. Economically
speaking, the pertinent viewpoint is that the economy was brought to a halt as wartime controls prioritized
military needs over those of civilians. However, in the case of Cebu province, the authors drifted away from
this stance and cogently argued that the province experienced an expansion of economic activities, in which
ushered in numerous Japanese companies to come to the province and to have a share in the great profits
being sustained in the area (Bersales and Okada 2023, 45). Socially speaking, they also touched on the
formation of the Hoko system, which was eerily similar to the ones institutionalized in Formosa, as it was
employed by the Imperial Japanese forces to entrench not only their authoritative control over the multiple
facets of the society, but more importantly, it was designated as an institutionalized deterrent for the natives
as well as their fellow Japanese to engage actively in anti-Japanese measures, categorically referring to
guerrilla warfare. And as the tides turned against the Imperial Japanese forces with the impending
advancement from American forces around 1944, Bersales and Okada argues that the Japanese Military
Administration in the Philippines took a leap of faith as they pursued mandatory conscription of all male
Japanese civilians to augment their forces, and in the case of Cebu province, the male civilians who are
eligible to be conscripted had ‘essentially welcomed’ the idea of joining so as to fight for their motherland.
Then, as the Americans landed on the shores of Cebu province, the Japanese civilians were caught in the
crosshairs of the raging war, literally and figuratively, but had a strong resolve not to surrender to the
American forces. Ultimately, their Bushido-inspired demeanor did not pay dividends as they either became

the numbers in the official death tally or their families were torn apart.

In the last chapter, Bersales and Okada argue that, after surrendering to the Americans in
September of 1945, all surviving Japanese citizens, whether military or civilian, had to be repatriated to
Japan. It is no wonder if it was done for security and propriety reasons. Not only had the Japanese
themselves made moves to expunge their existence, but the Filipinos themselves. With the passing of the
Philippine Alien Property Administration in 1946, the Filipinos confiscated assets explicitly owned or
possessed by the Japanese. Henceforth, the authors pithily concluded that the coming of the Imperial
Japanese Forces and the Second World War not only destroyed the lives of millions of Filipinos but also
the undisturbed lives of the Japanese settlers who arrived in the area long before them (Bersales and
Okada 2023, 85).
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lll. ANALYSIS

A welcome feature of the work is seen in the detailed bibliographic listing and scrupulous
engagement of both published and unpublished Japanese sources of information (specifically the Bag-ong
Kusog—a newsweekly magazine in Cebu Province that ran from 1915 until 1945), which are still largely
unknown and distant from other researchers. The systematic and painstaking listing of the entirety of the
resources used in giving contextualization, in addition to the specific data that gives ‘flesh and blood’ to the
events that were written in the book is of great beneficence to future researchers or scholars of the same
theme, in terms of having an abridged source of information. But what is even more admirable and a
welcoming feature of their work is their acknowledgment of the limitations encountered when it comes to
the sources, and for the relevant facts contained herein. Instead of using words of possibility or uncertainty
as a fire exit if the discussion being made has already hit a dead end, the authors have the impression to
be honest to their readers, rather than being a conjecturer who would end up asking more questions rather

than answering them, leaving the readers baffled and astray.

Another strength of the work, which might be minute or overlooked by the readers, is its inclusion
of matrices, mostly confined to demographical data, which establishes quantitative data, in addition to
relevant photographs of events, magazines, newspaper articles, and posters. These details opened new
windows that deepened historical perspectives on the reality of that period and underpinned the foundations

for the information presented.

As we assess, or reassess, the profoundness and critical treatment of Bersales and Okada on the
settlement of Japanese in the province of Cebu from 1900 until 1945 as seen in the book, it can be stated
that works which gives (or claims to have) a pioneering narrative or departs from the traditional viewpoints
with regards to a certain theme or topic, often encounter numerous shortcomings or drawbacks, which is
not uncommon. Some of the information and interpretation presented, which might seem ftrivial for some
readers and scholars alike, presents symptoms of inconsistency. In view thereof, should someone dissect
the text properly and thoroughly, these unraveled maladies manifested signs of extreme predilection of the
authors as well as ignorance of certain historical facts, which deprived the book of a more thorough

narrative.

First, as the title of the book implies, The Japanese Community in Cebu, 1900-1945, definitively
establishes what the authors aspire to do. They have realized it in a neat manner in which their work was
shaped by the existing sources before them. However, for a more meticulous and keen reader of the book,
they cannot help but see a paradox. They would wonder and pose the question, “Where are the Cebuanos
in the authors’ work?” “Why did the authors seemingly omit or sidestep the presence of the true natives or
locals of the area in the study?” It is seemingly hard to remove the locals from their home, just to have a
straight-line assessment of the foreign settlers there, hence creating a blind spot regarding historical

experiences. Cebu is the home of the Cebuanos, not the Japanese settlers, in short.
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To be fair to the authors, there are around four occasions that the Cebuanos popped up in the book,
and it falls to the following circumstances: the Cebuanos were employees of Japanese manufacturing and
stores (Bersales and Okada 2023, 26); consumers of the items sold and produced by the Japanese
community; victims of the harsh control and eventual atrocities that came with the Second World War; and
they even became the spouses of the Japanese settlers. Under such circumstances presented in the
antecedent statement, | must perforce dissent from the line of thinking and treatment of the authors. The
search for a more impartial and balanced understanding is hindered, not helped, by the seemingly one-
dimensional treatment of the topic. It would have been better for Bersales and Okada to expound on how
the local natives of Cebu perceived the Japanese settlers within their area, even if they were considerably
fewer than their Chinese counterparts, who came to Cebu Province much earlier (Bersales and Okada
2023, 10). The converse of this statement is also true. How did the Japanese settlers view the natives of
Cebu province? This specific question is more pertinent and articulate to the author’s nuanced treatment

of the topic; however, it did not materialize.

The second one lies within the contextualization of the 1932 Anti-Japanese boycott. The boycott
that occurred between the local Chinese and Japanese communities in Cebu was an offshoot of the
“aftermath of the Japanese invasion of China and the occupation of Manchuria,” which commenced in
September of 1931 (Bersales and Okada 2023, 30). The contextual statement provided by the authors was

problematic.

Historical sources have established that the year 1931 is seen as the “commencement”, not the
“aftermath” of the attempt of Imperial Japan to incorporate the entire mainland China to its empire. The
Imperial Japan’s selection of Manchuria (along with other communities in the Northern China region) was
guided by the economic boon provided by the region such as oil, iron, and other extractive minerals as they
immensely lack the resources to be an autarkic economy, and to a lesser extent, to manifest the aggressive
reprisal of the Japanese army in the region, when it comes to the staunch opposition of the Chinese to buy

their goods, which in reality, led to the dismay of the cabinet members in Tokyo.

And more importantly, the undergirded meaning of the phrase “aftermath of the Japanese invasion
of China” is inaccurate. However, when gleaned from other scholarly works, it can be discerned that the
entire mainland China was not fully occupied by the Imperial Japanese forces, not during the Second World
War and most definitely not during 1931, as the authors had tried to convey in the book in view of the
implication of the statement written (Paine 2003, 3-6, 298). Moreover, such a statement constitutes the
premise that the Chinese people, governed primarily by Chiang Kai-shek, had been effectively overmatched
by the Japanese forces, which, should the readers adopt this certain viewpoint without due thorough
historical research about the event, would lead to an erroneous historical interpretation and narrative of the
Japanese invasion of Manchuria. It is rather perplexing and disappointing to see the authors had phrased
such a pivotal occasion in such a manner, and it would have been more of a pleasure and delight to read if

the authors had written simply in a straightforward manner—“The Japanese occupation of Manchuria.”
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Besides the shortcomings presented in terms of content, as a finishing touch to the list of
shortcomings or drawbacks, it is also worth highlighting its technical blemish. On page 5, footnote 6 was
written as “Milagros Gurrero, A Survey of Japanese Trade and, p. 21”. Such a shortening made was
incongruent with the format prescribed for shortened footnotes within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS).
Indeed, the CMOS permitted the shortening of titles longer than 4 words, but they must retain their most
identifiable keywords so as to assist the readers for identification-cum-verification purposes. However, as
shown in the example footnote in the book provided, at first glance, the footnote is, in point of fact,
acceptable within the standard set, but it would have been much more proper and nicer to look at, if the
authors or the editors of the book would add the next word of the title of the book being referred to, to the
shortened footnote, “A Survey of Japanese Trade and [Investments]’. They could have also gone the other
way, wherein they erased the conjunction “and” and still the keywords representing the book title remain
intact. It is an eyesore for the readers to see the shortened footnote of a lengthy book title would end at a

conjunction.

IV. CONCLUSION

Overall, these aforementioned criticisms do not detract from the book’s innate strengths which
made it an important work. Its historiographic contribution is not only limited to widening the field of
discussion that highlights the experience and roles played by Japanese settlers who came to neighboring
regions and areas, such as the Philippines, even before the outbreak of the Second World War, so as not
to set boundaries in accord with the prevailing counterproductive mindset of scholars, which imprisons the
minds of both readers and fellow scholars alike to the stereotypical labels and connotations associated with
the theme at hand. Henceforth, a new middle ground is indeed what we need, but we cannot specify its

contours without a deeper sense of appreciation for the work has to offer.

Despite barely scratching the surface of the facts and recount of the experiences of the community
as presented in the book, Bersales and Okada underscore the importance of having a microscopic,
panoptic, and, at the same time, unprejudiced view of the Japanese community, who had settled in a region
before the outbreak of the Second World War. It is, therefore, a courageous attempt to provide a clear
example of why we can and must confront and more importantly, learn not just from the darkest and most
uncomfortable chapters in history but also swallow the bitter truth and reality implicit within their work of the
sacrosanct duty in viewing a highly polemicized or prejudiced figure or occurrence impartially. Hence, as
this book planted the seeds for future relevant research, it is, therefore, high time for interested scholars to
give voice and proper platforms for the often-overlooked sectors of the community a fitting chance to be

heard in both public and academic circles.
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Abstract

This article examines the interplay between religion, identity, and mass politics in post-
transition Bangladesh, arguing that contemporary political dynamics extend beyond institutional
competition among political parties to encompass deeper struggles embedded in social
structures, cultural norms, and religious identities. The article advances the concept of “fragile
democracy” to describe a political order that formally retains democratic institutions while lacking
the structural conditions necessary for fair competition, political freedoms, and effective human
rights protection. It demonstrates that networks of religious leaders, mosques, and madrasas
function as critical infrastructures of mass politics, capable of transforming economic and social
grievances into organized political action. Simultaneously, the construction of binary narratives—
pitting secular elites against religious masses—has intensified social polarization and eroded
political tolerance. The article further analyzes the implications of religion-based mass politics for
political freedoms, electoral legitimacy, and human rights, with particular attention to religious
minorities and women. In conclusion, it proposes an integrated analytical framework linking
religion, identity, and state power to better understand democratic fragility in South Asian Muslim
societies and offers forward-looking insights for strengthening democratic resilience amid

structural vulnerabilities.

Keywords: Bangladesh, Mass politics, Religion and identity, Fragile democracy, Human rights
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ABSTRACT

As we assess, or reassess, the life of Chiang Kai-shek, it can be certainly regarded as one of
the controversial and polemical topics modern history has to offer. However, subscribing to a very
polarized perspective about his life is rather a prevalent yet equally perilous intellectual practice.
Consequently, this article review dissects the 1948 journal article of American political scientist Norman
D. Palmer entitled The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek. Chiang’s early life and his rise to power, as
Palmer has expressed, demands a thorough re-reading in an attempt to move the usual optics about
him and view Chiang’s thirst for power and political prestige from the lens of his formative years as a
person and as a member of the Kuomintang Party under Dr. Sun Yat-sen. Palmer also intended to make
the study of Chiang’s life as neutral as possible, devoid of anything extremely prejudicial to one side.
The article, on the other hand, has suffered from numerous methodological, conceptual, and semantic
flaws, which casts a cloud of doubt over the veracity of the presented information. But despite such
shortcomings, Palmer’s article presented a proper, relatively impartial, re-narration of the early life of
Chiang Kai-shek, which ultimately determined his life and decisions after claiming the mantle of the

Kuomintang’s leader in 1927.
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. INTRODUCTION

“Immovable stone” — it is the literal English translation of the name of one of the most riveting and
equally significant figures in modern Chinese history, Chiang Kai-shek. History, as seen in both
contemporaneous narratives and analysis as well as subsequent scholarly assessments done by
political scientists and historians, has painted a complex and dynamic historical canvass to depict the
controversial figure. It argues that the life of Chiang Kai-shek, specifically fine-tuned in terms of his
military career, has always been revolving in this precognition that he was the supposed “savior of the
Chinese nation” after the centuries of foreign ruling (Qing Dynasty) and intervention that restricted
autochthonous progress within China. But as ironic it might seem, history has shown that as he played
a messianic duty for his homeland, he himself became the primary architect of the programs which
eventually resulted in drastic structural shifts within the Chinese society, that made things bad to worse.

Like a normal fair coin, every man has two sides, depending on what the viewer tends to look at.
The problem arising from that is that scholars or interested researchers tend to test the limits of fairness
and subjectivity by being overly prejudiced to the figure being discussed; hence, their work either
becomes hagiographical or hypercritical. The case of Chiang Kai-shek is no different. Hereupon, the
journal article being reviewed here is a 1948 appraisal of the Generalissimo made by Professor Norman
D. Palmer of the University of Pennsylvania. His work attempts to offer a balanced viewpoint of the
Generalissimo and, at the same time, assails any impressions of authorial references or even the
contributions or achievements of Chiang Kai-shek himself (Palmer 1948, 338-339). After all, stereotypes
about Chiang, no matter how well-researched or how they were framed or intellectually packaged, do

not help the readers paint him evenhandedly not only as a historical figure but also as a person.

Il. SUMMARY

Palmer’s appraisal of Chiang Kai-shek begins with the discussion of reading contemporary
polarizing viewpoints and presumptions of people about him. Drawing on the accounts of Lin Yu-tang,
H.H. Chang, and American journalists Theodore H. White and Annalee Jacoby to ground historically
how different people viewed Chiang as a military and political leader, Palmer succinctly and sufficiently
presented both sides of the narrative. On one hand, for many of the Chinese people who had
experienced hardships and clung to the vain hope of a figure who will save them, Chiang was evidently
the one whom they looked up to as their “savior” (Palmer 1948, 338). During the Second Sino-Japanese
War, his devotees hailed Chiang as the “great unifier of Chinese resistance” against the Japanese
invaders. On the other hand, many Americans, such as General Joseph Stilwell, George C. Marshall,
then President Harry S. Truman, and subsequently many of his devotees, have lukewarm regard and
standpoints about the Generalissimo. The end of the Second World War immediately provoked a
reassessment of the very figure of Chiang. He became frequently pictured as a “corrupt despot”
responsible for the ills China has been experiencing (Palmer 1948, 338). In short, Palmer implied that

Chiang quickly turned from being the most beloved to being the most despised.
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Thereafter, in the second part of the article, Palmer traced the early life of Chiang Kai-shek, which
he believed was an implicit and crucial ingredient to revisit to have a proper rationalization and establish
how he attained the position and achievements he had attained (Palmer 1948, 339). Born in 1887, the
same year the great Yellow River flood struck, which resulted in the deaths of one to two million people,
Chiang was born to a family living in a small village in Chekiang (Zhejiang) province. His father inherited
the ancestral business of a salt shop but died in 1896, while his mother, Wang Caiyu, was his father’s
third wife and the most influential person during his childhood years (Palmer 1948, 339). Palmer, then,
dwelt upon the two visits of the young Chiang to Japan: First, in 1906, was an unsuccessful admission
to the military academy in Tokyo but, he became acquainted with the Tung Meng Hui of Dr. Sun Yat-
sen.2 Chiang returned the following year, where he successfully enrolled in the military academy in
Tokyo and gained first-hand military experience as part of a field artillery regiment. It is also in this time
period that he personally met Dr. Sun Yat-sen, through the help of his friend, Chen Chi-mei (Palmer
1948, 339).

Palmer, then, skimmed through the involvement of Chiang in the Xinhai Revolution in 1911; the
dispute of the Kuomintang against General Yuan Shi-kai; his third stay in Japan, together with Dr. Sun
Yat-sen and other revolutionaries who were denounced by General Yuan as traitors to the revolutionary
principle; his sojourn to Moscow in 1923 upon the behest of Dr. Sun who was “increasingly Pro-Russian”
in orientation, to observe Soviet military methods and propaganda techniques; and, becoming the
principal of the Whampoa Military Academy in 1924.

In the concluding part, Palmer narrated the events after the death of Dr. Sun Yat-sen in March
1925, which simultaneously impacted the life of Chiang Kai-shek and how the entire country of China
was to be governed. He noted that this specific period in Chiang’s life marked the beginning of his uphill
battle to gain power, first within the Kuomintang (KMT) party and later as a statesman, jockeying for
power to maintain political prestige against the rising influence of the Chinese Communist Party (Palmer
1948, 341).

lll. ANALYSIS

In coping with the responsibility arising from the pursuit of having a balanced treatment of an
already controversial figure in that of Chiang Kai-shek, it is but expected that this reviewer must also
thoroughly and cautiously dissect the journal article written by Professor Norman Palmer, more so as it
was written in 1948—a period in which Chiang is still alive, to gauge if the information laid out is indeed

historically and factually grounded and accurate. The analysis that would be provided is not some sorts

2 The Teng Mung Hui (Zhénggué Téngménghui) was the covert organization founded by Dr. Sun Yat-sen,
Song Jiaoren, and other young Chinese intelligentsia who were in Tokyo, Japan on August 20, 1905, with the
primary goal of overthrowing the reigning Manchus (Qing Dynasty) and restore the administration of China back to
the local Han people. The organization was governed by Dr. Sun’s San-Min-Chu-I principle, or more commonly
called as the Three Principles of the People. For a balanced account of the formation and early stages of the
organization, see Tijo Kayloe, 2017, Sun Yat-Sen and the Struggle for Modern China, (Singapore: Marshall
Cavendish Editions), pp. 128-130.
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of an activity whose goal was pricking out propositions that would undermine the argumentation of the
author, but in the historical discipline, there is no substitution for factual and source corroboration and
frankness when it comes to exposing the shortcomings of the author in presenting details about a
historical figure. The reviewer, therefore, must guard against the pitfall of a lack of understanding of the

life and contributions of the historical figure, especially if the author offers a fragmented account.

From the outset, it may not be appropriate to restate the established fact that Palmer’s account
of Chiang’s early life and political ascendancy as the leader of the Kuomintang was born out of the
necessity to balance the contentious discourse about the works about the man, rather than from an itch
or an emotional impulse to either flatter or strongly condemn the actions and performance of Chiang at
that time period. He stayed true to his word as he became “impartial” in his discussion, which was the
work’s primary strength. Palmer had this conviction that studying controversial figures, such as Chiang
Kai-shek, normally takes into account the risk of encountering partiality or prejudicial viewpoints of their
contemporaries that could ultimately make the figure inherently good or bad to the next generations.
This is seen in his scathing remark on the journalistic works about Chiang such as that of H.H. Chang
and Theodore H. White and Annalee Jacoby, implying a lack of enthusiasm for factuality within these
work, as it prioritizes emotional appeal and selective interpretation. Admittedly, even if that were the
case, it is implied that the readers are indeed knowledgeable of all of the versions of the figure’s life and
contributions to simply judge whether the author was either candid in his duty or just became another

victim of propagandistic writing.

Moreover, a careful re-reading and evaluation of Palmer’s attempt to objectively narrate the life
and contributions of Chiang Kai-shek will lead to a different conclusion on what Palmer intends to do.
Palmer explicitly stated in the article that the “truth [about Chiang Kai-shek] lies somewhere between
the extremes” (Palmer 1948, 338). As a consequence, it is not surprising to the reviewer that this
statement alone constitutes the primary weakness of Palmer’s journal article. It is not convincing to the
reviewer that to address an extremely polarizing viewpoint of Chiang Kai-shek, the solution is to simply
find the middle ground of the two sides and picked up the ripe details to construe the now objective
account. It is required to any serious scholar to adjudicate conflicting statements to set information
straight for their intended audience. In fact, Palmer’s phrasing “lies somewhere between the extremes”
is interpreted to be as a loose statement—an intellectually-packaged attempt to objectively present the

life of Chiang, devoid of authorial biases, which invites the sin of fence sitting.

It was also presumed that to explore the “extremes,” the positive and negative background of the
person, the supposed author will labor and endure numerous references and will be the one to quality
control the information presented so as for the truth to be “somewhere between the extremes.” In short,
if we were to take Palmer’s word seriously, he advocates a plain, objective, even-handed reading of a
figure, nothing more, nothing less. He must not have discerned that historical references are “inherently

unequal,” and to make it sound objective is inherently erroneous.
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As a historian and as a human being, it is quite a daunting task to separate personal prejudices
and beliefs for one to be objective in discussing a certain topic, since there is always a predilection to
choose a side. But in the field of political science during the 1940s, when Professor Palmer became
known, neutrality, to a certain extent, was the default preference for any research work. Yet, beneath
these supposed “neutral” accounts, there are hints of subjectivity in terms of interpretation and analysis,

which Palmer tends to overlook.

The second weakness of the article lies in Palmer’s assertion that Dr. Sun Yat-sen was
increasingly “pro-Russian” in orientation. At first glance, the reader might not sense what was
erroneously conveyed because it was written in a well-packed statement, and the writer is an expert in
the field. In a literal and restrictive interpretation of his statement, it meant to literally state that Dr. Sun
was becoming fond and amenable to the ideology and way of living of then-Soviet Russia as they were
reaping the fruits of the Bolshevik Revolution. Historically speaking, Dr. Sun and the Kuomintang forged
a cordial relationship with the Soviets in the early part of the 1920s. However, just by plainly looking at
the statement given by Palmer, it was deprived of having a reasonable explanation as to how and why
that is the case. The 1920s in Chinese history were termed the “warlord era,” wherein the existence of
warlords presented an exceptional challenge to Dr. Sun’s idea of the unification of China: how to
consolidate the bailiwicks of prominent warlords and other cliques into a singular territory. To execute
his Northern Expedition goal, Dr. Sun needed military assistance in the form of equipment and strategy,
which the Soviets provided. But what Sun had in mind was military assistance, not Soviet ideology
(Kayloe 2017, 256). It took Dr. Sun and a handful of Soviet officials namely: Hendrick Sneevliet (Maring),
Serge Dalin, and Adolf Jaffe, roughly five years of riveting back-and-forth discussion (from 1918 until
1923) to agree on cooperation between Soviet Russia and Dr. Sun’s Kuomintang in its struggle to unify
China.3

But what Palmer didn’'t know was that Sun had toyed with the idea of requesting assistance from
the Germans. Still, his request was declined due to the ambiguity of his political power and military
prowess at his Guangzhou outpost (Kayloe 2017, 266-267). In addition, upon a careful reading of the
agreement signed, there were provisions slated to protect the Kuomintang leadership from being
destabilized or, in other ways being compromised and, more importantly, that the communist ideology
must not be entertained as “suitable as a means of solving China’s problems” (Wu 1991, 21). As a
matter of fact, it needs to be emphasized that Palmer’s injudicious statement veers towards the direction
of Sun Yat-sen as a Communist enabler, rather than a pragmatic strategy born out of the exigencies of

the time.

In like manner, Palmer has remarked that upon securing Soviet commitment in attaining Dr. Sun’s

ambitious plan in that of the Northern Expedition, he sent forth Chiang in Moscow for a few months of

3 This agreement was called the Sun-Jaffe Manifesto, which was signed on January 26, 1923, by Dr. Sun
Yat-sen and Soviet Ambassador to China Adolph Jaffe.
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“study and first-hand observations of Soviet military methods and propaganda techniques.” To the eyes
of both seasoned scholars and informed laymen, there is nothing erroneous in what Palmer has stated.
Chiang was indeed sent forth by Dr. Sun as part of a four-man delegation to Moscow (Palmer 1948,
340; Pantsov 2023, 86-90). But what Palmer did have created a dangerous precedent in terms of
serious scholarship: oversimplification — the third weakness or shortcoming of his journal article. Palmer
did not at all bother to answer related questions that could build a more coherent arguments: What did
Sun Yat-sen exactly hope to achieve by sending Chiang to Moscow? To what extent did Chiang have
learned the Soviet military method that he plausibly integrated into his tactical strategy against the
Communist forces later in his life? If Chiang himself was entertaining the idea of communism, what was
the turning point that turned him into its devoted nemesis? The significance of these questions is not
only to be measured as merely missed opportunities to better comprehend the early years of Chiang
Kai-shek, but rather constitutes a deliberate limitation set by Palmer himself, which hindered his reading

of the figure more holistically.

The fourth weakness or shortcoming of his article was the silence of Palmer in terms of how
Chiang was as he became “commandant” of the Whangpoa Military Academy. In the article, Palmer
listed several routines that Chiang has followed during his time in the academy, but the issue is that, all
of them are indeed positive (Palmer 1948, 340). He did not bother to dwell further on dissecting whether
Chiang’s authoritative and stubborn demeanor as the Kuomintang’s leader was actually planted here,
in his first-time presiding undertaking. It is to be understood that with this example, Palmer himself fell
for the trap of being confined by the biases of the sources he had utilized while writing this narrative,

which is the very thing he tried to condemn.

In addition, Palmer’s designation of Chiang as “principal” of the Whangpoa Military Academy is
problematic. The word “principal,” as Merriam-Webster Dictionary will define it, is “[a] controlling
authority over an educational institution” (Merriam-Webster, n.d.). Hence, the word was only to denote
a “central authority” over an institution, presumably a civilian institution, which provides a vague
responsibility of daily supervision of all of the things happening. Moreover, Alexander Pantsov, in his
2023 monograph about the life of Chiang Kai-shek, did not call Chiang “principal,” but rather a
“‘commandant” of the military academy (Pantsov 2023, 95-96). Partly, the intent of Pantsov was to
acclimate to the proper term for this setting. But in a much larger picture, the term “commandant”
signifies the military authority of the figure (Chiang) to impose strict military discipline upon the cadets,
revise the existing curriculum as he deemed fit, and direct all trainings that would be appropriate for the

future endeavors of the cadets.

The last shortcoming of Palmer’s journal article, albeit to a relative extent, was his inability to
connect the effects of the 1927 Shanghai Massacre reasonably and historically to the irruption of the
Chinese Civil War between the Kuomintang (Nationalists) and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

On page 391, Palmer argued that, as Chiang set up a rival faction in Nanjing, he used this as a fitting
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veil to cover up his aspiration to purge out all the Communists residing in the nearby city of Shanghai.
By this time, he is now firm in his conviction that it was those who are zealots of Communism and those
who are connected to them in any possible manner, even if they do not believe in it, must be purged to
stop its proliferation. Due to the massacre, it forced Mikhail Borodin and other Russians who are in
China, in addition to the forces under Wang Chi-Wei (leader of the Wuhan government,) to abandon
the country or to uphold Chiang’s influence as the undisputed leader of the Kuomintang, effectively

ending a united front between the Nationalists and the Communists.

IV. CONCLUSION

The matter of a careful study of the life and achievements of Chiang Kai-shek, especially in his
early military career and his rise to power, emerges as just as controversial if one were to appraise
Chiang’s entire life. In line with this, Norman D. Palmer’s The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek is a
perfect reminder to anyone interested in reading and understanding his life better that him being as
“controversial’, as many scholars would argue, is worthy of critically inspecting and interrogating
prudently how he became controversial in the first place. The contribution of Palmer’s brief article to
future researchers and scholars is indubitably the intellectual tenacity to question every act of Chiang,
which must be extended to all the phases of Chiang’s life. It must not only microscope on his eventual
blunders, such as when he attempted to stabilize the post-Second World War landscape of China from
1945 or his period as the undisputed leader of Taiwan after his flight in 1949, which continued up until
his eventual death in 1975. It bears emphasizing that to the present-day and future readers of Palmer’s
journal article, it might not be an immaculate attempt to present an objective viewing of the life of Chiang
Kai-shek because in 1948, Chiang was still very much alive, but rather viewing it from a panoramic
viewpoint, it must be conceded that whichever works about Chiang one will read are allowed

considerable elbow room to navigate as long as the sources permit.

Thus, Palmer’s journal article is an insightful account that makes a meaningful contribution not
only to the study of the life of Chiang Kai-shek, but also to the wider field of appraising hagiographic
and heroic figures of various countries. Even more, we are living in a period where the construing and
divisiveness between the black-and-white view of what is “good” and what is “evil” in terms of the
reception of human actions are stretched even thinner. Stated simply, the primary takeaway is that
before these historical figures became who they are now, they were first human beings. Accordingly, it
is befitting to assess every action of every person in a rigorous, unbiased, and all-encompassing

manner.
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Abstract

This article examines the power relations among nation, human dignity, and democracy
in contemporary Thai politics, emphasizing political discourse as a central mechanism through
which state legitimacy is constructed, citizenship is hierarchized, and the boundaries of political
legitimacy are defined. In the post-coup context and under conditions of incomplete
democratization, discourses of nation and dignity are deployed in both protective and
exclusionary ways—most notably through the distinction between “loyal citizens” and
“dissenters”—with significant implications for political freedom and civic equality. Employing
Critical Discourse Analysis alongside the concepts of power/knowledge, hegemony, and the
politics of meaning, the article analyzes how discourses of nation and human dignity are
produced, mobilized, and contested across political institutions, media, education, and law. The
analysis demonstrates that the nation is not merely a cultural identity but a politically constructed
concept closely tied to security, morality, and the normalization of unaccountable state power.
At the same time, human dignity is interpreted selectively, functioning alternately as a tool of
control or a resource for emancipation, depending on actors’ positions within power structures.
The findings indicate that such discursive practices undermine institutional democracy, legitimize
unequal exercises of power, and intensify social polarization through a politics of enmity.
Nevertheless, the article highlights the persistence of counter-discourses advanced by civil society,
social movements, and critical intellectuals that seek to rearticulate nationhood and dignity in
human-centered and democratic terms. These discursive struggles suggest that Thailand’s
political future is not predetermined by dominant power alone, but remains open to renegotiation
through inclusive, rights-based, and participatory democratic imaginaries.

Keywords: Nation, Human Dignity, Democracy, Political Discourse, Contemporary Thai Politics
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Abstract

This article examines the role and condition of the humanities within China’s
contemporary “technological state,” where state power is increasingly exercised through digital
technologies, artificial intelligence, and big data systems, alongside the restructuring of education
and the reordering of knowledge hierarchies. It asks a central question: what space and significance
do the humanities retain in an environment dominated by technocratic rationality and state-
driven efficiency? The article argues that much of the existing scholarship on contemporary China
prioritizes STEM, innovation, and digital economy, while paying insufficient attention to the
humanities and the politics of knowledge (power/knowledge) within the education system. As a
result, the humanities are often framed as ideological instruments or soft power resources for
cultivating compliant citizens, rather than as critical spaces for ethical reflection and social
critique. Through an analysis of education policies, the STEM-first paradigm, and the development
of Digital Humanities, this article demonstrates that the humanities in China have not been
eliminated but repositioned under state supervision. Discourses of morality, Chinese identity, and
Confucian revival play a central role in redefining the humanities’ function, placing them in an
ambivalent position between serving state objectives and enabling symbolic negotiation of power.
The article proposes an analytical framework that moves beyond a simple control-resistance
dichotomy, emphasizing instead adaptation, negotiation, and embedded critique. It concludes
that, despite structural constraints, the humanities remain a crucial site for questioning human
values, the meaning of progress, and the limits of state power in an era where technology and
governance are increasingly intertwined.
Keywords: Humanities, State Technology, Knowledge Power, Education in China, Digital

Humanities
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WORANTIUVDIUTLI VU FedonASOITULLIAALITBITIUIAANT (Power/knowledge) Nutasinaauslivlu
na1e mngnudauasiiunieldlaseasisgiunaninisdisawazanitu (Foucault 819lu Brown, 2021)
agnlsAnIsveefvessgmaluladlaneliinanufunssadclasiainss it ssnsmalu

[ (%

uASA (Technocratic rationality) 7ilvieuddnyfuszansam msdan wagnismuny fuane
ﬁugwumamuwmam%ﬁLﬂummwma FU695U ANUVAINTAIYVBINITAAN  WAZNNTININYEIUD
(Tu, 2010; Qin, 2022) TWUTUNA UUBEAIEAATILHTYLIINAGUABIAUNT DU PD é’mwﬁﬂngﬂmwi’ﬂﬁ
afuayuImnIuiguardndnualnd vausfeiudndunilsgnaneuunumandefisuduaian STEM
ﬁgﬂmaﬂ’j’lLﬁUﬁﬂﬁ]‘U@ﬂﬂ?’]@Jﬂ’]@ﬂiﬂiUﬂWiLLﬂﬂ‘ﬁuigﬁUIaﬂ (Culp, 2019; Fenby, 2008)

1.2 UymuazdaainesAnanus

wduAnwIuswateduuunaglianuauladvuinnssy walulad  LazAIWAILILGS
1ATEENY WiNTiATgiunumvestyvermansiulasiaseignalulagndudsliegedesdnin auidediu
TngydiasnoanisAineludusnunsauuszansnm wleuie wiensudsdunanalulad TagliainudAy
AULUININITIANISANMUUYTUINIG 4 @v3y lawn menrans  (Science),  wnalulad
(Technology), 3fnssurans (Engineering) LagAmiarans (Mathematics) #5oSTEM 1Hundn winnin
ms&%ﬁwmmﬁqwaﬂiwuL%a@mﬂ'mazL%aé’wmamaﬂms%’ﬂé’ﬁummiﬁaﬂdn (Gao, 2021; Yang et al,
2025)

yonanbnuAnmsulidesswiamsldnseuiinehides “grun9u3” \ieadune31nIs
HankazdanIsANLlusTuuMIAnuAuduiusivdnaizedels  wasuyvemansgnimuaunum
moldlassasaifludnuala (Brown, 2021: Shen, 2023) mywamam%ﬁﬂgﬂa%mﬂugmzm%qﬁal,%a

L4 = o ! [ & da saa & o !
BRUNTIY WIBUIUTUNN ( Soft power )'YJ’ENiﬁ NWﬂﬂ’JWﬂWiLU‘U‘WUVI’JWWﬂUVINﬂﬂEJﬂ’]WI‘Llﬂ’ﬁﬁ]ﬂﬂ’m’mm@

SIUNATATINLNALULATA



A13ENTENINYINTUYBEAEASANEY U 2 atu 2 (Wguaiau- AwnAd 2569)
The Interdisciplinary Journal of Humanities Studies Vol.2 No.2 (May- August 2026) + +" 1 | 71

Forinmainadliiuiianudndulunsfinvuyvemansludusiadoiuyuneudeysanis
Meuleansinw wmalulad 8111355 wazauA gty ey ladtugasgmalulad

wywernanignuIulaTeaie gnauay vsediadlnunsesesdiunannuilusiuula

2.3n0Us2A9AYIN133Y
uneNuiTingUszasAnanaiuUsens

Liednszinisusulassainessuumsfnuludunieldvsunvessymalulad  aewiuunum

Y]

vaamaluladfdviauasdyaiuseivg (A) Tugusnalnvessiunasy
2.4 Wed5IMANTENUVRINTUTULATIAT1IAINE IO AATI Y HE kAT AN T VRN Y BUAEAS LU
UNINeduuasdiNuTINay

3.\eeBungunUmMvesyremanslug usiiuinesesduanLg sgniensgniiiiidu
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\A30eHaYRsTiuNTATeglugUENUNININ LTRSS T T IAY

43

(% & ! gj o v ! ! (% ISP 4 2/
NNIgUsEANAGINEY unanuasmay laun (1) msneguvessginaluladdwasielaseasg

nMsAnwkazN1sIRaIRuUAMAIAILTRE LS @uywemansluduswadognivuaunuinagle
lpssasdiunannuivesssludnuarls  was3uyvemanidinadidnenmlunisiuiuideseuas

a ¢ o o/ LS| !
Fnnngarunatugasginalulagviely

3. NUNIUITIUNTTY

Sgwalulad 81U19ANT WA YEAINTINVRLYEAARNS

3.1 uudfn “Sgwalulad” wazn1sveneguakusEUUAN;

uwwafn “Seinalulad” luunmnuilsniufeeneeninnuudnduiidanulndifesiu ufuufa
wantueiimelulafidussdusznousufufinm  nanfesghavaDigital  state)  iunisivdey
AIEUIUMSLATUINSYRIsgINTsuURLUgssuUARTa  Wlefwnusinsy  nsdelosfeya  way
UsgAvBnmueenisuims  vaefinisunasesidviaDisital  covernance)iivauwaniiandt  Taelw
ARy iunMsimaluladuazdeyaunldlunszuiunisimuaulovie 1susms Msliusnig wag
ANUANTUSTEINSTAUUTEYY dIusTeRnse(Smart state) LtuaMuansavesszlunisldveya
waluladdanioy uarszuuidenloaileiuuszaviamlunisdndula msaanisel wagnsnevausssie

Ugymansisade (Creemers, 2018; Hoffman, 2017)
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a % 1

TudnfunilsuunAnsgmaluuasn(Technocratic  state)  slgaufuuandeeniy  iwselif
AwddyAUUTUIIRsiBemgy Amnuiveteans uazvanaidamadalunisimuaulouisuas
Uimssgnnninsimeluledfidvadulasaeessiualanss fdunsifidemgiuinemans
AFINTIUANENT VTLATEFANENTLIUNTEUIUNTANFUIIU0IT] 919deYRUAN YL VRITTINALLLATA Ui

o

) A a = & =~ ~ 2o v
Faldieananazisenindusswmaluladluanununenunenuily

o«

dmsuunanuil “Sgelulad” (Technological state) Safildmnedsssifissimaluladunly
Tumsuimsvideliiuimsussanau wivanedesgimalulad deya wazanuimainermansgauuinidn
Hudnmileves Tassaiunisléeiunavesss auanansofmunisnsuims msdnassminens msidu
a0t N15AnMINLALUITEEINUTYYITU AaBnIUNSINTUAiNeIRANUsEAn ndlnA uAZ AT AT UNTS
dndy lumnumnetneluladiedlades “wiesflovessy” wiiludumidmesnalnivhlismasy
ansovhaulsiognseilies azden wazunsndudnluluantuasiamsdeay Jeanunsadonlesty
uAndessie maihir T waensdnssdounginssuves Foucault (1977) saustonnideaed
SunaiiAnansyuuteyauazinaluladfdvia (Zuboff, 2019)

NAVIUNLNYAINGT? unAuiimunesAUsznaudmivfinsanauduigmaluladia
Usenis laud Usenisusn nsysannmismalulagiulassainanisuimsvessy nafe walulagiilagnld
mgiiled e Naznn uwidenlsiumsimunuleuis Msuims waznsdindulavessy Usennsd
aos msliteyafiugiuvesmsmiunasmsdaduls Tnesganunsasiusm Weules Jinseit uazlideya
Wioyszidu manisal uaeidunginssuviientsdilunuvasansiusing q Usen1sfiana msldinalulad
Bunalnlunisinnin Usediu wazmivgy  dsviildsiunasganunsadidunusinuszuudeya FA
1As51U warsruuUssduldednasieiies uazusen1sia nmsdenloanaluladiugnsmansuaznisnde
mmSvessy deiliigaunsafmunddunnudidyuesesdeul yaains uazantiliiaenndesiy
Whmneduiasegia Awsiuag uaznisudaduvesseme (Creemers, 2018; Hoffman, 2017)

[d [

o lENUaNFEINaNINANTUINTEU 9@ unsaaSureanulusswaluladlalurateld na1ife
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SgRudlaissimunuinisnasgidundva widmanunaluladddva Jyanvseivg uazdoyarun
Tngiiiiugnsmansnisiaiug N1SUIMT warANiuAIYeIsy YusReIiu szuunsAnundgniveles
Whiuuleuen1sAnwdnses nsdteyaiien sUsedin wan1SHAAYARINIAWIN AEnTILaY
walulagfinouausssald1uunevasUseina (Creemers, 2018; State Council of China, 2017) A9uu
Y = o g wa a - - Y Sy a1 9 v % =~
anwaugvihiaugnieseiluunanuilindu “Sgmalulad” Jsdildigassiuauinvimanalulad

winegn  sgaumsnanumaluladidndulasaiginnn msvims msmiiudeya wazmsdnszileou
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asmiiﬁmmimﬂiiuﬂdmﬁﬁﬂiﬁmmﬁwwﬂwizamamw AmsuAY  LawnIueTuBagd
$3ANERS WINNTIADIUTIRUAT 1Y ANUNINEVRINYEY SN el viseunuInvemyrans
lussvauspmalulad

3.2 31U19/A743 (Power/Knowledge) uazn1sAnwnieldsgadelna

nIBULUIAR B1Uu19/An3 18 Michel Foucault #lifudn anulalledadunans usignudn
daden uavlinuan meldlassairssmnaany  msdnwilugiuganniuidlifoswihuiifdenen
a3 mnusdunalndrdglunisadne “sedeuanuase” (Regime of truth) vessgasislmi (Foucault,
1980)

IS - 14 -

NuAnwudaIngsnyiauedt  WesglvinuAiualuIuUssinninanBnyssan

9 9
(%

<

wils 1 Inenenans melulad uazimnssumand eudinaiuazgnihlsidu “quidandy” v
uywemaniuazdsaumanignanunumandufionniedloatuayy  viegnAnseulsuliinguszasd
¥9433 (Bourdieu, 1988)

Tuuiundutinimmsunsaudndliiui nsufsumsinemdmeansss 2000 Wusiun avviou
nsInaRuAMmANSvd TIngLWINNITINNITANYIUUYTNINT 4 8191381 kazuTnNIsugnynLan
furmnssumsiaun awsfuns wae “msitunnudduguesmni’ vasfiuyvemansgnaanidlin
wihiindonaougaumsal - mrwasindnd  uarAusTIuAuNTeuss  nndinssedaudining
(Marginson, 2011; Schneider, 2017)
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3.3 yyweAansluIusIMaly: NNUNININYEinTaliady

3

IIIUNTIUNMBLYBAERSIUTINETs AN sauUeandudo s uIvan WAL NUBII
uywemansindagnily “meveu” (Marginalized) filuBssuuszanas dnugyedsny uaglonianis
91 Waiflsufuaniisguerinaiwadnsiduasughaznaluladldlaense

mnfiaenauein sywemanslildmely mnusign “Usuunum® Taenadosiuigmalulad
lnggnuuandniulassnsaiedndnuald Msvandedfien waznisianisaufnvessivy
Anvmanetuii wdngnsiuuivgn Yaiimans uasassua gnithlugiusunasadng “anusiunmmg
gaunIsal” wnndufionifiesesnaad (Holbig, 2018)

o3lsfin ssunssudIansieneidaysannsideslos Smelulad - Tassaianisdnu
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3.4 ¥9971999AAUZUALNTOUNITIATIEVBIUNANNL
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SywealulagludanatiawazuloviguinnInTfinwyvemansiuagsesssy UseN13Na0InIsAne

nsAnyluudinueniuInmMIIansAinwiuuuysanis 4 avndyeenanuyvemans lagliliases

ANUFITLSBEIWRsEHINesRANsvand  Usenisfianudnansounueysemansidy  “iui

osessunanuy” melasgmalulad nnimsduiissaisdensedimnAaninedn
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Aruannsalun1snsaeudoundy Wil wnmsgndavanavgaulsadudiy W Sgmaluladuas
NSMAUMIANYY  §IU1/ANUTRAENTIRGIRUAMAIAINS  anusveuywemansluumIne ey
uywemansfunsaimaidies uasaywemanslugusiuiinnduasseseadedodnual
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warraneural Nenusiumelulad nsiny Sganans deudnen wasuyvemans niouwendelnoase
Wl ungeandntalaualimguiuasn1siaueedidy nsruaumsiinanyiglinisdunsieing

donndesiuingUsyasansaude wazausaesuisaniusvesuyvemansludusivadsldogiadusyuy

5.HaN15398

5.1 msuiulassadneszuumsAnululunielasgvnalulag

namdemuinguszasddedt 1 wuihmsusulassaessuumsinenluiusiuateiiaon
Gouleslnenssiunsneguvessgmalulad deipimeluladidva Jyywssivg wazszuudeyauiuna
Tngjanldviluguziadesiioonseiuuszansnmmsinwuasnalnmiussuunisine Weuensdng
EDEIE ﬂ'm%aluifﬁ%’uLﬂﬁaué’wﬂmmmszﬁ@ LLﬁSﬂ’]’iUﬂﬂiadﬁ‘ﬁ'ULﬂ?ﬁlauﬁiﬁl%}@%a gREINN iU
gUsAARsAUNSTALY  Anusiuns  wazmsuwtsiumanalulagvessgiuediaduszuy  (Creemers,
2018; State Council of China, 2017)

madenlesdoyavestinteu nansiSou wadnssumsiGoud msUsuidiuag  uaznsUsTITY
anfunisAnwidiiugiuteyaruiaivg vilvsganunsafinniy asiaaey wavdssiuszuunsnule
lusvdvasBonnniu  uwiswuudiinanasgniniaueindueiosdofvamunn  euwhidley  was
UstAvsnm  udluBndundesndurilinmsinuegniglilassadamaihss Suasnsiuiiduduiu
aonndaafiunIAnsuanUUEh s RdseSuehdunvadslmiviausihunsueaiiu msUssdy uay
ms{’]’mzLﬁaquﬁﬂﬁmamﬂﬂa (Foucault, 1977)

nanTIdedmuin  msuiulassaisfananiildvasuanemaianisBounsaey  uilUAey

1 s

ANUENTUE YIS unInende 1031t uaegiseume unInedegnusannisiingensaansves

[ 1 a

Sslugrusunamdnnalulad yrains wazesdanuinnevaussseilmunevesUsung vauzfinauiy
daszvosan uuarnsandulaudainngndrfiamiussuuiinggu Ml n1suszdiy wasnsianiy
meumalulad (Hoffman, 2017; Schneider, 2017)
L gj U b4 = a % = 1 1 < = U
Aatiunsusulassasensinuluiugasgmalulagislinisgnuesinduiesnsuiuusssuy
Tiuwades  mnuwadunszuiunisdnssidevdunannuiivi desganunsainuaitesdanuivseanle
mslasunsatiuayy  yeansussavlamisgnndn  wasuauLUAueINITsEUsseNITAAInINAITegly

seaule
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5.2 HANTENUADAMAINLYUILAZANTUL VIS BEAEAS
HaNSITeaLingUsEasaten 2 wud1 msuulassasinsfinwneldsginaluladdmalviin

nsInanuaumauiivd Insanuinermans malulad denssumans wasadamansgnenseaulin

9 Y

v o

Huenuimdndmunsianniasegia anusiuas waznsudedusziulan vasiuyvemansgnanvey
AMNEIAYIUAUIUUIZUN @07ULN9EIAY ToN1ENINOITN ez 1uNLTeaa1du (Marginson, 2011)
msliaudAgiusULuUaRnInewSTEM-first) livaneannuinuuveemansgnenan uwidy
nstignuunumindlvaenadesiuidmanevessy uyveaans wu UseTamans Usygn wasissund gn
memialmimihiatuayusadnuainnd anuiunmnegeunsal wazinuynmesiu AN
MﬁﬁﬁLﬁuﬁuﬁé’?ﬂf-ﬁ'ﬂmmiaé’wmw’%a‘lmaaé’wé’mmasmLﬂuﬁass(Holbig, 2018)  NSTUIUAITAINAT
agoumsdndtunuianuiiihlieuiiumaluladnansfuyuidsaaiuiildsunseensugs

o

Yl uyweraninasiigalustlevivaswmunelinsaunsgimun (Bourdieu, 1988)

'
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HansEnufInaIvensluien AUyl Wasnassnzvessgwaluladlvauddyiu
UsgdnEnm MsiaNe MIAWIN KAEN1SAIANITAINGANTIH  WINNTIANUNAINUAIEVBINISAAIY
st nsderanudeiesssy wasarududeutessraunisaiiyed msfnyiludnuedl
Fadeailigizougnuedlugiuzdoya niwensuyed viefdimands snniyarafifidnans arudn
A519859A tazAuansatunsltian g

agnlshmunyvemansdinsdiunumlunszuiunisadismaiios laganiznsldusvan
UseiRmand 2ased wordvSusdolunsadneniess Sndnualanuduiu WAZAUNAITUTENING
yarafurA uwnAndesnnunaundu il didutu wesarwuRnveudedsaugnideminunldiiie
aﬁuauumiﬁ%ﬁqwaLﬁaammwuﬁ%’gﬁmsxmﬁ (Callahan, 2010; Bell, 2015; Jiang, 2021) uywaA1@ns
el wiiduguariignimusuas iulaonadestutminensmsiiouasdinuvessy

5.3 aywermanslugusiuiidesasdiunananug

pansIdomringuszasddof 3 wut uywemansluiuiwatoisedluaniugiifssewiens
Huintestiovesssivmaiuiiufivosouarininssiunaanud ludunils Slduyvemandiiioasnsdn
dnwaltnd ALTeUsTIINITRILGTIN ANETINANSNTIY wazanuyn Tesatiuayunuiiisdestu
Useinmans Tausssy LLazammmmLﬂu%uiué’ﬂwmzﬁaamﬂé’aqﬁuiﬂiamiﬁuaﬁg (Holbig, 2018;
Callahan, 2010)

NNy semaniaadeioudnwazRana1teg ety nalulagiavia Jayausenvg uas
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npsuidounaznmsiuiBsgaunsnivesy nuiiduaiudndnualind awandad vionmdnuvalvesiu
flfFunmsatvayunnninuiifsdesiuuss iimaniseulmrionsinndlasiainsiung
(Creemers, 2018; Svensson, 2016; Liu, 2019)

wansidenudnt  uitufinsimndlasnsasgninin  uiiyseeansianunsovmihdidu
Nuiiresonddadnuals Wnivnsonsldnsssudioumeseimans nsimmnssanssy s
pAUTEYTAsTSL ViensRadnBesusss Weasieurufitesenserianalulad §1unass
wazAnAuywdlaglinTyniiusglaense (Schneider, 2017) n1ssiasasnenanddianyaelndifesiunis
sesulutinuszdifu ddlilduansoondunsufiassiusesiadome  uivsngsumsidennte
P98 F0N15FAINY LLasmmwmaﬁ%iauagﬂumu%wmi (Scott, 1985)

dinmmainnisluniunifedldmeluegsanysel widuwainmuuuiiveun deinisins
AosUsiiiudednianienisiles @ty wazwelulagegnasniian (Schneider, 2017) uywemanTas
AN150ATIUNUIMTANNEL widpsFusULuUIINMIN Tyt laensslugnsinindidauels nsld

Medgdnwal waznisnesosnislunsouigeonsu

<9

o

Tngasy nanidewandliiudl uyvemansluiugasgnalulagiilagnyilvgadu wnusign
Ususunislningldlassadnesgiunavessy uysemansvimihanadunsueinslunisadimailios on
dnwel  uazAMUYOUsTINVRLSY  uaziluiuliuszusdmiudsmoiusenmauned  ANUNIEYed

AMUNIVITN LAZVBULIANIS IO UNALLLAE

6. aAUIIUNANITIVY

6.1 M3UsulaseasiansAnuludulugiusnalnvasigmalulag

Mnuan1sideded 1 Fmuiinisuiulasadessuunsinuiiudusisatoianuduiudlaense
funisneguvesigmalulad anunsaeduneladn welulagfdvia Jgyanuseivg uwavssuudeyavuin
Tl iduissedesdeiuusyansnmuenisSsumsaeuringu  udldnanefudiunies
lassaienslisnnavessgiussuumsdne  Weviemsinwdaaier  nsBeuiiduindeusne

I3

Jyywesivg  wesmsudmsiduiedeushedoya  vhligausadenlesnsdnnisnwdni
gMsAARSAUIATYgRY ANsTuAg warmsutsiumanaluladldegnaduszuy (Creemers, 2018; State
Council of China, 2017)
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