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Abstract

This article analyzes the transformation of rural Thai communities in the modern era,
focusing on the impacts of socioeconomic change on traditional beliefs, values, and social
structures. Drawing on sociological and anthropological perspectives, it employs conceptual
frameworks of social change, cultural identity, and globalization to examine shifts in daily life
and community dynamics. The study outlines the traditional rural Thai way of life—centered
around agriculture, spiritual beliefs, and extended family systems—before contrasting it with
contemporary phenomena driven by capitalism, digital technology, and rural-to-urban
migration. Changes are analyzed at both individual and communal levels, including shifts in
occupation, consumption patterns, youth and elder roles, and the decline of traditional
institutions such as religion, local rituals, and spirit worship. Using a case study from
northeastern Thailand, the article illustrates how communities engage with change through
adaptation, negotiation, and creative resistance. Findings suggest that rural communities are
not passive victims of modernization but active agents capable of reinterpreting their identities
in dynamic ways. The article calls for policy approaches that recognize cultural diversity and
grassroots agency, recommending stronger roles for local governments and civil society in
cultural revitalization. Future research should prioritize the voices of marginalized groups and

explore emerging cultural forms shaped by digital platforms and translocal interactions.
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