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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the problems of inequality, identity, and human dignity in
contemporary Thai society through a humanities-oriented framework that incorporates humanist
philosophy, cultural studies, and identity theory. The central research question is: How can the
humanities contribute to restoring human dignity in Thailand? The study applies a mixed-method
approach that combines theoretical document analysis with ethnographic vignettes reflecting the
lived experiences of marginalized communities in both urban and rural contexts. The findings
reveal that economic and class inequality remain the structural foundation of social disparities.
Education, instead of bridging such gaps, reproduces cultural and social capital that favors the
middle and upper classes. Moreover, the urban-rural divide creates a dynamic in which many
people live “between two worlds,” unable to fully access urban resources while also being
distanced from their local roots. At the same time, consumerist values and the expansion of
digital media have generated a crisis of meaning and fragile virtual identities, contributing to
widespread mental health issues. Meanwhile, the traditional role of religion and customary
practices as mechanisms of social healing has been commodified within the globalized market
economy. Nevertheless, the humanities provide multiple pathways for healing and
transformation. Artistic and literary practices create spaces for reflection, empathy, and collective
understanding. These approaches highlight that addressing the crisis of human dignity in Thailand

requires not only structural reform but also cultural and existential renewal.
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2.1 YSugruyueilen

Uswyuyweion(Humanism) Snflenmauazdninivestiaanyaraliugudnans lngnesingu
wReuALARYeY Butnyea E1ui (Immanuel Kant) fiauotunsdynausodldfumsufiflugiug
“gavngluines” (An end in itsel) Lildiflsandosiioifioussginguszasddu (Kant, 1785/1997).
unAailldaiannsgudaiomansiisridnanuyudiduisiliamsognanmouniewandeuld

TuAmsswil 20 wnAnfanagnaesealnetiniasygmansuastinUsygde 19y 81115Men
WU (Amartya Sen) QjﬁwmﬂiaULmeammmmm (Capability approach) Tneauainnswaund
wiasdlimsdndadissnsiulavnaasegia wideswenaesnmuasdnenmuesdaanliausaimun
WU Tinvasmudla (Sen, 1999) souunssn yaduau (Martha Nussbaum) leaeneuuingana1il
iffmeatemaniuozulovts  lnewduidnAeSuyudfownuvdnueansian  wagldlauemens
AruaansaiiuguCentral  capabilities)  fifgarssuseaileatadeulvlimaiioadiFinitnmen

(Nussbaum, 2011).
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nsUszenduufnuyweledludeulvedsannuyinne WsIzIdTeduiuindaiung
Annpiddasamiadngmneunniinisdnenuiuasdnaasluiifguasssemmand
(Nipattaruji, 2023) msysanmsnsevAnuyweonamsatiglfisueaiurorinassninamsiaund
fonaiBeUTunnutumsianiitugunmdiouasaumnevesnaduuywdludsalve . Sedunsing
Usruyweiouiadugadauddylunsiinmzidgmanundonduasdnarsugudluumanui tae
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wiuhenuuuyedliongnannewlufissdiiaundndueiniasulssvwfGDP)  vieseldiade
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ynusiFssgniinsanrumsenuanAvesiiaanifavdidonuazainadumsiinvemuies

2.2 WuIANTAIUSTINANE

WA TAILSIIUANY (Cultural studies) Lﬁm%u‘lué’mqmmﬂ%aﬁwmiw 1960 wagueneaning
Tuwmsdsaueansitlan tnedl adam sead (Stuart Hal) utnnquieuddyiglriuifausssuily
dissnsazauendviefalsdugs  ynuidunssuiunsndnaumnefisenyszanufusiunanas
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9AUNTIINNEAY (Hall, 1997) geadlauansaufnnIsnTia/nensvia (Encoding/decoding) @sa5une
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YDINULBY NITUIUNTIYIIREeNaedy “Nudidednisrnumung” (Sites of strugsle) MUalanaliia
1 14 A a 1
nsReAIUIanN1sAALl
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NuTUsIINAN AU TAUsIINUITU( Popular culture) LU Was ATWIUAS
Tnsvien] vidolwdoalife Wodiusngnisaimandlalvidesuiisesaier uiasiouaudiniusids
Srunauarinssadanamuty (Storey, 2018) Tudsrusnaionisiisturedonirauasunannedy
ooulatlfBeiliinusssuduiuiudedudasndnuaiinniu Tnedldansoaiuasmeunsinuldly
wannvaty whvaziieiuneasdn “1551n” (Rootlessness) mmmmsﬁmimﬁ’uammé’jqLﬁmaﬂﬁqmu
(Appadurai, 1996)

dmuisunlvewunantausssufnndaiuilidnlaruduiudsewing Sausssudaiy
mauuazaaaUsswaliuasssuadelml W adedon Fedenu uarTausssuuslan Msnauauivh
IﬁLﬁmﬁqﬁﬁﬂmqwﬁL‘%ﬁﬂdﬂé’mé’ﬂwzﬁl,wumam ( Hybrid identity) (Garcia Canclini, 1995) Fadurands
A39ETIALATANUTIIMBABNTEUSRaNWALAN  NTIASIEvIRlensaUTRusSSUAnwIReglRiLINNg
WasuwlasdeTamsssulildfismadnadewedlani Ao wifunszurunsresendannumuned
AvuneuIAnUDIYTURATFIAL e

2.3 Nudnanyal

wnAnSesendnwal (dentity) 1ulavesnisvhanudilannuduiusseninsdaaniudenu

Inenilslungudidnfe Ludfa “n15ia1TeInwes” (Narative identity) vaanea Siaas (Paul Ricoeur)
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feosunehdndnuaivasyanagnastuiumadenlesein Jagtu uarewiandndefulusuuuuies
4an ﬁﬁiﬁqﬂﬂaiﬁﬂﬁqmmﬁaLﬁawaamw,aau,ﬁvhmmamnﬂ%uuﬂm (Ricoeur, 1992)

ludsdindemuiesa te3adu ( Erik Erikson) l@uauunAnsndnwaldnmn (Ego identity) Tnewiuin
uyudfeundyanudauduazingrymatauinislusdazinede  Jenaruldazaiannutiunmmasi
é’ﬂwzﬁuazmmiﬁﬂLﬂuﬁwaqéhLaﬂ (Erikson, 1968) vausilulBednaingroess sawla (Henri Tajfeluay
901U suWes (John Turner) Lauenguidnanuninedini(Social identity theory) e5ungindalan
aadndnualiumsdsiangu (In-group) wagmUisulisufungudu (Out-group) Bsiinasengingsy
u,azmméjﬁﬂL{‘Jumwﬁwaaé’mu (Tajfel & Turner, 1979)

Snsnumils wAnAILANGN (Otherness) Taai8ai{n 913a (Edward Said) wandliiuinnig
afa “fdu” (The Othen slunszurunsdesunaivilvingslangumilsgninduniegnilenuin
Lmﬂmamﬂmmgmwé’ﬂ (Said, 1978) @uledl A1A1 (Homi Bhabha) lé’ﬁwLaual,l,mﬁﬂmmﬂuqﬂmau
(hybridity) dndnvalvesigniibilumevevaunsaasionadasisassalvag 1o mnlesuiiuitlunis
laS0slarEnI0enagLYTien (Bhabha, 1994)

Tuuiurilne nouisednuaimaitiglfadnlanisdesemonduuinusuasgusurisveu Wy
y1sfs newvies vievnia Adngnyilidu “§Bw” swssuumsinwiuasde uiluvasiferiufannse
a¥endnualnaunany (Hybrid identity) Adelesnruduriodudfutausssuateln oadefiui
nseausulniludnulng

2.4 madaulsafuuiunlne

SeileuleenseununAnuyueion Jausssudnu wagnquisndnuaidiiuuiunlng agnuind
fedfauseiouazanuidsunasinadls  Seulnedsngrumsiausssufisalosiuwmsaaun
uayifyuvu FeazviounuAvesmLAn LAY MIeNeduiy nénAndsnangnaesenidu “Usugn
iwsughaneiies” lufvadofuniadl 9 fjatuanuaugassnindaaniudinuuaznsiauiogiedsdy
(Phongpaichit & Baker, 2004)

(%

Tumulassadramedenn Nupaadnvesaunuad iudes (Stanley Tambiah) 331 Talazia3e

a o v

yivmihifuiufianssuzvesurulve  Geheaiadndnuaisnuazameunnudu 4w e
LﬁauﬁuLLmﬁﬂmﬁumﬂﬁﬁﬂLﬁuﬂammﬁuﬂuéﬂmﬂ (Tambiah, 1970) egslsfnnisvenssnvesdenaia
wagnszualanAinilaasnewndnvaluuunaunany (Hybrid identity) ﬁﬁﬂﬁz’jﬂu lnganzaugulydly
yuunuasidles  annsoaduunumssisenesaduiudvinaatelvl Wy nsldneilneuu
mmé’mqﬂuﬁaé’mu wseNsavauUsEInalAIuAiuNsiualedeunvg (Appadurai, 1996; Garcia

Canclini, 1995)
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nseuAnTaYvumansdsglisdile snanvallveswadedlmiudwmed widunaainnis
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3. dymanuindeusuazsadneal
Homemuwidend-ludinulngllfaefoudisssiaumansugin  widssdnlulasadaouda
STUUMSANT wagAaLANAsszTadleafuuun mnumdensmanililifessialontamaasugia
WAFE319ANNUTIB USRI NN WRIYVRIYARALATYUTL NIUANIRINUYINUNAUTINAALIINNTG
Wisuidfleuuaznisinfumsdsas vhlidnfeduyudgniunasudaiu nisvhenudlatgmenumies

a1dwesniugluiunsinsginmsnesluasnisresasdndnualludnulnesiuady

3.1 \ATEFNIUASYUTY

s
a

aruwdondmaasugiafeduliymituguiidmalnessaedniniuazamnmiinves
Ussruludsaslve Jomillifesesvoudunelifunniety uidsngdaluloniadnfminens
WU msEnw @suey  wasvunisdiay  deduduiusiulassedutuiidunenegnadeiies
(Phongpaichit & Baker, 2004)

Tudmnuiilues yiiwe (Pierre Bourdieu) s3uied avuimdendlilidsegifioduzves
“yuiAswsAa” (Economic capital) Wit wAdagniaSue “NuTusIsu” (Cultural capital) kay “vu
yadsan” (Social capital) Sssemanriunsouatuazaniunisne vhlingueudunariuazaudugs
mmiaé’qaummﬁm%umﬁaﬂdm&jmu%udw (Bourdieu, 1986) luusuvlneuunaniansaesungla
hmsduneagiusynaassgiauas tausssuldnaadunalnddylumsaduanumdendifiendens
Wil

Tudnuwils eunme 1w (Amartya Sen) tauain mstaeuiimaasugiadiosiesiiay
wAnSuTinaTINUsETA (GDP) liaunsaasviournuduaiwosmsiauild imsgaswanniuiae
mssjslufinsene “@nenmm” (Capabilities) waz “la@nmilusia3e” vesyana (Sen, 1999) Mniguas
Hmilnedinatiunafulpmassvsiandainalesascomansznglena  auwdoudifiazing
A590¢ LLa3ﬁﬂéﬂ%‘uQﬂéjﬁﬂﬂiaﬂ’lﬁﬁwgﬂﬂ@ﬁuaﬂiﬂL‘%EJEJ 9

definsundeusedng FEUNTITeMUATEgRaLavdnNlnenuIwiUssinalneiinig

YeiINLATYgRIRteIle winnuwRenamelafinsauarasa Inenquauienan 10%
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yelsvmadimdionsemindauiunsmiwomngaurimun (World Bank, 2016) Jaymilazieudni
nsnaudslassaseldlaulsiudunsenseaudnaninvesaudiulyeludau

Fedumshanudlatiygmenundesdmasassgianazuduludeslnefomowiunadn
o uazdoyaideszdnyg laen1syIUINISRLARYUANE FURUUYRIYSALL O IUMLINN9AINAINNTD
(Capability Approach) ey avtelhfiunmiidanuiuidymiflsduieaiesiels widums
vsloniansdniriuasainmileadudvituiiuguresmnau sgdlsiflusuuesuuyweans ns
uiludlgmaruwdondrsndudesusaianuiimedsaunas Sausssuiiermmearamvainuats  Welena
Tdswasngumneveulsuniseensu wagliRats 15sunssy waznsaFeaduniediolunisideen
wavadieudlasiniy wmsistsueensudtymanifissnmsdanmaddasaiamansugia
lugnmsasrsdsmuilinnudfyiuaainasininivesnanduiudodiausiaie

3.2 Msfneazn1sasdnaneal

szuumsinwiduiaedesflelunisensedudnenmuyuduandunalnilenamendrnnumien
Siddasaddlufmilne masfnulilddufodiuiideneanud uidaduiufindedsndnuaiuay
AdeuvosdsauEuvdngas Bnsdeunisaou uasmsUsndumg Seinaseurfouanutunaiady
nan (Apple, 2004) ﬁ'ﬂL%EJ‘L!"\]’]ﬂﬂi@Uﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ’]uzﬁﬂlﬁ%’Uﬂ’]iEJEJﬂJ%J‘ULLﬁ%ﬂﬂiﬁﬁUﬁﬁ%umﬂﬂﬂ’h mmzﬁﬂmmﬂ
AseUAITieINausemETeUndugnaneulenalunsairsndnualideun

Tudmqul] y$awe edueilssSewhmihiidunalnlunsduneniuende(Habituskagnumis
Fauus93u (Cultural capital) voswuduth ﬁﬂﬁmmm?iamgﬁwLﬁi@gﬁﬁ]gﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂmaLﬂummm?{au%
matausssuwaznatadu “anudni” Tuanemdany (Bourdieu, 1986) LLmﬁmﬁaamﬂé’mﬁwﬁaéﬁLﬂm
vomund  winwes (Nancy Fraser) fiaueinnuliifusssumedsandvisdifinisnszaeninens
(Redistribution) uazdfin1suausu (Recognition) Beszuumsanusindumadlunislinissensuaiy
WANFINUDIFSEUYILVBY (Fraser, 2000)

dmsulsumalnewsi¥gasveelonamnsfinulinseunauunniy WANSLNReAAN
N13AnwIFanesngiueg1auINsEnIRllosiuruun kasseninalsasewenwuiulsaseusy MuAnwves
World Bank (2012) nuinanausnsinssnunannaguaznineinsmaseusifuiadoddgyiviliaiu
wideuadunadugrsminsinundiasge  ddlumaufoRdendmasientsadsndnuaiuaslenialy
auAnvainSEUIIEvaUlAUnSY

Fefumnuessunseuiysemans  sruunsinwilneasldfissimiindanssnudigaan
wiFewihmihfiaissndnualiivarnuanouaswingion WelenalifiFounnmngivdaldd e veq

suptlunszuiumssen;  nsusunangnsuayisaeuliasnanuwaniugsinusssuwazdnudaiy
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Wannvangnsiysannsmansuyuerans Aaly wavdssaumsaigusudibilunssuiunisitews ns
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¥V A d‘ a a L d‘ a 1% 1 dl o U v
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a =)

fReufdunufmuafionsmadouitemues  wmaaiastelinisinuldifiseeanumien
Siddlaseats uddaaduainenne anuvang uasdnarsvesaunuuywudlfosnuiais
3.3 YUYULLDI-YUUN
anuuansszradesazsuunludsasineazieuldiufsnundensimnansugia

o

den woztwussswedetaieu  Huiidledasamensame  ShldSunmsamuilasadiiugn
n9ANY wazAsIIATEINNT TauTitufisuungsasiianiedon R wietsmy wayIadugudnans
NNFPULALINUTIIY  (Tambiah, 1970) ALANF AL daNasonsadsenanualvesnuiiosuas
yuuniisnefu weluduziuuu®in drilew uazniadnfminens

Tuguimusssy o3y §UUls (Aun Appadurai) (1996) Filamitnulaadrenssuanis
Jausssuiilipruiodudenfud  lnglanznmsunsnsznevesdenavaiilalenalinumuum
annsandanssuaanauazaine “Shdnualnaunany” (hybrid identity) finauveanudutiosdiunas
adelvyl vauziRe iy Wawes n15de waupdiiNéstor (Garcia Canclini) (1995) e5ugindndnuallausn
HlafivsagiounsBoudametausssy uwiduugmsiBveseureveulumsresesivlnseads
871U19

Tussunlne audlesingnideslostunnandu “asfelval” asiddsnsfnuuazmanausenui
vanvane duALTUUNLSgnNesIndmds winduimumsdsruiduuds wu szuuieiennd fnsw uaz
unumvesindedansianumnesonisainsanuduguu (Phongpaichit & Baker, 2004) agndlsfim
mstheiunuungilieaiteumemaunazlonamaasugisilirudwoumnnegluaning  “sewing
aodlan”  Aoliorandulugsnifuedradnd  uasdiliansadrdmineinsveadledldegiaminiien
Usngnisaiiluganuddn “1¥39n” (Rootlessness) Fufulsududdysonisasredndnuaisuade
feiu Meessiauudendifiessuurldaseaiininisuieuddasaihaioses e udans
uoafiunainveanmsainedndnuaifiinannisuaunany  mioses  uaznisuiusvaseuluiiuii
uansedy  Seagouliidiuhmaananuindesdisidudesidsiinansyaeninenuaznisads
fuifausssuiilion hateaumainuans

Pnmsleneitgmanudoudmaasesi Sndnwal uarguanenidla Gidewduing
uiladasiuiunsludnunzysanmsisluddasedoesdciausss luidasead Sgmsann

WMRBNAIIENITNTEAENINEININTANIMALATITUAVREIITIEN  TIudsasessuuAsegianie
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a v v

lanmalinuyevauidnfianaintssunluaLaslidnArSIINTY vou Nl TnusTTULALBnaN Yl
Indudoadn “Nudasisuznieiuusssy” Alanhsliiuanuvainnans Wy nsatuayudals
YWY  ITIUNTIN  UAENITENTBMBINGNIEvey  ieliiAnnseausukagnsilidusludenusiuade

wenandl Sjuazdenumissiuiuduasunalnietemnddariiufanssufads nsfinvBayveans uas

o £

msasegurudunta weliyanaldiuyanumnewazdndeslunisasied wmavailasiilinisan

a

anuwidenavesdnulvgliladisinsianmsdussegio  wadunisaiidauiinisneuauasAnaes

VBIUYYIDY WIS

4. Uy imeImusssunazaiion

[

Yaymmetausssunazadonludsnulng g Nounnufun3enseninesnmiaafuA uLsINaeL

Y]

vodlanadelvy nszwavslnalleuwasdofdvialaas1vingeanman vinlviuyuddonuanumnedinniuing

a ¥

wazamdnwalinnnianuduiug  mauiuazanindunedunalndelosmaundugnviilnaneduaud
TussvuimsugiamaaAfeunuusafuazaiolmivensuasnaumauty  auindndnvallnliiviadn
Tomauazasennuszuns  Ingadamsssuldldfionisideunss  uifonsildsuiiuiidonisns
fearuuaznisiuaumanglsl

4.1 nszuauslaalloanuasInganuan

widlutlywmemusssufiddyvesdntlnesuaiofenisveresvenseuauslnaiey
(Consumerism) @il “mnugy” uay  “Aurn”  vesyaragnanslvsluguuuuifalasens
ATOUATDIAUAILAUSMS unufiasidunsademnumnensdenunasdala (Bauman, 2000) neldlan
Aol nslewanuartansssudeldndndigaunisaifuilaraudnussingilmifidunisutedumetng
wagvhliimruaniadaasugiagndiiu

Tuwdd FYUN UMY (Zygmunt Bauman) IegliuiuuRnauviuaief uveaman

2 14 1

(liquid modernity) nuyudlulanlagiugnuandrgdnunlidupsasuusvaeunasnian nsuslon

Y
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@ ad v U o '3 3] i a a a Y M
naneluisaivanusiasdndnuyal wanasiaeuUIsUIIneAuAT mssdmuslaalieadouaae
IoNUAANUNLNELABE195I9L57 (Baurmnan, 2000)

dsvsudniuuiunlne nssuauslnalisulidamansenulaenswiodntinvesrusulu visludos

| oA 2= D= SR 4 v A Ay a v 2
WASIUUY LU N1sudsduiiionsounsadinsfniliefojuaan dernoBviodu (Brand name) %50n13
VoaiiganaUssneivalansan I us UUdodIAY Usingnsaillimiesasissanaduniaasygioun
AsauRsy  widuiliAndngeaamel  (Value crisis)  flaaviounsiiuanuddgyuesnnuneiieuas

ANMUFUNUSN9FIAL
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luguuendayuerans Ingadasvisudinsndnuasaednnesvosyedlugiuslalanyanad
fiauAludies  waznaulugelosiuyarmmaasugiadundn  nsudledslionmandeiisaulouns

a 1o & v & % v Na v v 6 1 =% & a o a
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A aa v

nMsveneivesdendvauamalulafasaumdluamssel 21 IdvAsuuladiinnsatedi
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(virtual identity) FaunnSionaunnsnandanuassludinusysiu (Turkle, 2011)

glsimunsadndnualinudeddvaiisuiiunyu Wesnlasaiaveaunanesuiin
BelmAnnaUSeudsumadsauitlifuan  flddwumnniandgfuusnadurnnmaitaue “Faud
AuysAllUY”  vi3eanAmndaniswanndsdifey (Fear of missing out) Fsdwasieguanizmsla
(Andreassen et al., 2017) ﬂiﬁﬂgﬂﬂidﬁazﬁauﬁaﬁqLﬂmlm WsuYad wuAgau (Marshall McLuhan)
71 “Hofeans” (The medium is the message) Fsvanenwi1 sULUIBsARiHalAAs B TS ARAL
ngdnssumesld Lilifivatomitdwinu (McLuhan, 1964)

Tuvsunlneg nsunsvransvasaunsvivuiazinanvlesusaulay wuwlaln, Anfien wayduanun
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Sputmastolng wszuansliifuherusdensfldiAnnasvsiarienisinuiiiesegaien wids
An9n “aunde” fitmumnnsgiuveanseeniulazMsIBaiufnuTe ALY

4.3 msur-an3auaznmaasunuasanden

Tudsaulne  mauuazadsadueadusnguddyremisaieutuamisTanssauay
A Tnglanznnseaufivuiinadundnaiessauanduaudnatsuossu (Tambiah, 1970).
FoluiioaduaniusenouiEnssumeemann uiduduiuiinutzuavasannamnesasly
Finszdriuvesfau  endlsAimunisiasuulamansugionazdensludisliinmssuiinun 1o
nMsssvesnseuaudlaaden nsthefugiu wesmadsuuladlaaiaseuatr Idaaunuimues

Aaukazasnasesaviulatn (Keyes, 2014)
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VLAY INUNWITBTY W ING MU sz silimaunanedudud
(Commodification of religion) lévianudaauty Wy nsmouwnsisnssukiudoooulay mavhygy
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