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Abstract

This research article aimed to: (1) examine Buddhist teachings on the Four Types of Lotus
(Chaturpadma), and (2) create the Thai dance performance “Jaturapadma”using this concept to convey
Buddhist philosophy through contemporary Thai dance.

The research methodology, Qualitative and creative research methodologies were em-
ployed. Data were collected from seven experts in Buddhism and Thai dance, twelve female perform-
ers, and one hundred audience evaluators. Instruments included structured and unstructured inter-
views, field observation records, participatory observation during rehearsals, and a five-level Likert scale
covering four dimensions. Data were analyzed using triangulation combined with descriptive and
quantitative analysis.

The findings addressed both objectives. 1) The Four Types of Lotus -Ugghatitannu,
Vipaccitannu, Neyya, and Padaparama - originate from Pali commentarial tradition relating to the Ang-
uttara Nikaya, representing a dynamic Buddhist framework emphasizing human potential for self-culti-
vation.

2) “Jaturapadma” integrated Mae Bot Yai foundational movements with contemporary and
ballet techniques across three sections, with costumes progressing from deep green to radiant pink,
and a Thai-Western musical ensemble. Evaluation showed that 80 percent of audience members cor-
rectly identified each lotus stage, and 75 percent reported increased comprehension. These findings
confirm that Thai classical dance can effectively communicate abstract Buddhist philosophy to con-
temporary audiences. The “Jaturapadma Buddhist Dance Model” comprising Core Dhamma, Tradition-
al Foundation, and Contemporary Innovation offers a replicable framework for future academic works

in Thai performing arts.

Keywords : Jaturapadma, Four Types of Lotus, Creative Thai Dance, Buddhist Philosophy,

Movement Analysis
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