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Abstract

This research article has three objectives: 1) to study the beliefs, history, and roles of kings in
Buddhism and in Lanna; 2) to analyze the content, form, and techniques of narrative gold leaf paintings
and portraits of Lanna and Thai kings; and 3) to create contemporary gold leaf paintings depicting the
royal history of King Tilokaraj.

The research methodology .This research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining
qualitative and creative research through fieldwork at eight art sites in Chiang Mai, Lampang, Ayutthaya,
and Bangkok.

The research findings indicate that: 1) The concepts of Dharmaraja and Chakravarti played
a significant role in legitimizing politics and Buddhism, particularly during the reign of King Tilokaraj,
contributing to the flourishing of Lanna’s art and culture;

2) Lanna gold leaf paintings are characterized by their use of symbolism, traditional Thai
painting styles, and the application of gold on black or red backgrounds, while portraits of kings in the
Rattanakosin period were influenced by Western art, employing principles of perspective, light and
shadow, and polychrome, resulting in more realistic and dimensional images; and

3) The creative works consist of two contemporary gold leaf paintings, presenting the religious
and political aspects of the monarchy through a blend of traditional forms and contemporary concepts.
New knowledge from the research includes the process of integrating knowledge from history, religion,

and art, as well as a systematic approach to creating contemporary gold leaf paintings.

Keywords: The Creation, Contemporary Lai Kham Paintings, King Tilokaraj
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