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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the historical background and content structure of Buddhist
biographical literature; 2) analyze the forms of murals and sculptures related to the Buddha’s biography
in the Lanna region; and 3) create contemporary sculptures based on Buddhist biographical art for
communicating Buddhist teachings through symbolic forms.

Research Methodology: This study employed a mixed-methods research approach, integrating
documentary research, fieldwork, and creative research. The research area consisted of 24 temples and
Buddhist art sites located in Chiang Mai, Lamphun, Lampang, and Phayao provinces. Key informants
included eight monks, scholars, artists, and experts in Buddhist art and related fields. Data were collected
through documentary studies, field surveys, observations, interviews, and the creative process of
contemporary sculptural production.

The research findings revealed that: 1) Buddhist biographical literature serves as an
important medium for transmitting Buddhist teachings through narratives of the Buddha’s life and plays
a significant role in shaping the faith and way of life of Buddhists.

2) Buddhist biographical murals and sculptures in the Lanna region employ both continuous
narrative and symbolic forms of representation. Through Buddhist artistic symbols, these artworks
communicate Buddhist teachings while integrating local cultural identity with Buddhist narratives.

3) The creation of four contemporary sculptures based on the episodes of the Buddha’s Birth,
Enlishtenment, First Sermon, and Parinirvana represents the integration of Buddhist biographical
literature, Buddhist doctrines, and Lanna artistic traditions through a creative research process. Three
dimensional design and 3D-printing technology were employed to communicate Dhamma through
contemporary forms and symbolic representations. The lotus was used as a symbol of purity and the
qualities of the Great Man (Mahapurisa) in the Birth episode; the Bodhi tree represented the place of
Enlightenment in the Enlightenment episode; the Dhammachakra (Wheel of Dhamma) symbolized the
proclamation of the Buddha’s teachings in the First Sermon episode; and the reclining posture of
Parinirvana conveyed the principles of the Three Characteristics of Existence (Tilakkhana) and liberation
in the Parinirvana episode. These symbolic forms enabled Buddhist teachings to be effectively

communicated and made accessible to contemporary audiences.
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