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Abstract

This research article has three objectives: 1) to study the history of the construction of Wat
Phra That Chom Hong in Wiang Subdistrict, Thoeng District, Chiang Rai Province; 2) to analyze the styles
and characteristics of Buddhist mural paintings in temples throughout Chiang Rai Province; and 3) to
create Buddhist mural paintings depicting the history of Wat Phra That Chom Hong through a participatory
process involving the local community in Wiang Subdistrict, Thoeng District, Chiang Rai Province.

The research methodology employed a mixed-methods approach, consisting of documentary
research, qualitative research, field research, and action research. The study was conducted at five
temples: Wat Phra Kaew, Wat Phra Singh, Wat Ming Muang, Wat Rong Khun, and Wat Rong Suea Ten.
The sample population comprised 52 monks and lay participants.

The findings revealed that 1) The history of the establishment of Wat Phra That Chom Hong
originates from a local legend in which villagers discovered two swans living in a banyan tree. Beneath
the tree, they found an ancient stupa, brick fragments, and a Bodhi leaf-shaped metal plaque engraved
with an image of the Buddha in the meditation posture. The collected information was compiled into
a community history book and subsequently used as the conceptual basis for designing nine Buddhist
mural paintings.

2) An analysis of the styles of Buddhist mural paintings was conducted in five temples in
Chiang Rai Province: Wat Phra Kaew, Wat Phra Singh, Wat Ming Mueang, Wat Rong Khun, and Wat Rong
Suea Ten. The analysis was carried out using four dimensions: (1) Stylistic Aspect: The murals reflect an
adapted form of traditional Lanna folk art. (2) Technical Aspect: The paintings were created on plaster
walls and on framed panels mounted within picture frames. (3) Artistic Composition: The murals
incorporate both traditional and contemporary line work, utilizing watercolor and oil painting
techniques. (4) Artistic Value: The murals serve as visual narratives that convey the historical background
and significance of the temples.

3) The creation of the Buddhist mural paintings was carried out through a training program
that provided educational lectures on the migration of people into the area, their way of life, and the

occupations practiced within the community. The program emphasized adherence to Buddhist teachings
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and highlighted local traditions, particularly the annual bathing ceremony of Phra That Chom Hong, as
well as the preservation and continuation of local wisdom. Buddhist principles, concepts, and theories
were integrated into the development and creation of Buddhist artworks. The project aimed to foster
love, unity, and cooperation among homes, temples, and schools under the “Bowon” (Home-Tem-

ple-School) model, while strengthening faith and devotion to Buddhism within the community.

Keywords : Buddhist painting, History of Wat Phra That Chom Hong, By engaging with the community
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