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Abstract

The Tung Tham Luang tradition is a significant ritual in Lanna culture,
reflecting profound faith in Buddhism and the preservation of long-standing
customs. Central to this tradition is the preaching of the Maha Chat (Great Birth
Story), particularly the Vessantara Jataka, which aims to instill virtues such as
generosity, patience, and compassion. Moreover, the ritual incorporates phra
bot-painted cloth banners-as an artistic medium to convey Buddhist narratives,
including the life of the Buddha, the Ten Jataka Tales, and core teachings. These
visual aids enhance comprehension and accessibility while enriching the sacred
atmosphere of the ceremonies, leaving a lasting impression on participants.

The connection between the Tung Tham Luang tradition and the
community is evident through collective participation in activities such as venue
preparation, displaying phra bot, and listening to sermons. These practices foster
unity within the community and facilitate the intergenerational transmission of
cultural heritage. The ritual also serves as a platform for communal expression
of reverence and support for Buddhism.

In contemporary times, the integration of digital technology has
played a vital role in disseminating phra bot imagery and the essence of the Tung
Tham Luang tradition, ensuring its continued vibrancy and relevance to modern
lifestyles. This adaptation not only aids in preserving this ancient tradition but
also inspires younger generations to appreciate the values of art, religion, and

communal harmony.
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