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Abstract

The Wat Chiang Thong, a center of various arts including architecture,
painting, and sculpture of the Lan Xang era, exemplifies how diverse architec-
tural styles from different periods are blended and adapted to create unique
and beautiful structures. Important materials such as gold, jewels, and natural
elements like clay, wood, and natural dyes are incorporated into the finely craft-
ed woodwork, particularly evident in the pediments, the arms of figures, door
panels, and facial expressions. The use of inlaid mother-of-pearl adds a delicate
and intricate beauty, visible especially in the artful depiction of expressions and
attitudes. The temple is artistically structured with a distinctive low-rise frame-
work, tiered roofs that resemble a hen brooding over its eggs, similar to a Jompha
crest with 17 spires. Historians of art interpret its symbolism based on Tri Bhumi
beliefs, employing Buddhist symbols and cosmological principles, thus placing
the Buddha at the center of the universe, imbued with deep spiritual significance.
Wat Chiang Thong serves as a spiritual vehicle, and the Buddhist art displayed
there, with its elements, styles, and forms reflecting the artistic wisdom of Lan
Xang, showcases the beauty, intricacy, tranquility, simplicity, and calm, enabling
visitors to experience spiritual peace through its art and the monks’ practices,

passed down through generations.
Keywords: Ordination hall (Sim) of Wat Xieng Thong, Luang Prabang
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