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? General comment No. 27 (2025)

Para. 6. “The Committee recognizes that the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable
environment is an autonomous human right, indispensable for the effective enjoyment of all rights enshrined
in the Covenant. This right is both inherent in the Covenant as a whole and derived from specific Covenant rights,
including the rights to health, to an adequate standard of living, and to participate in cultural life.
The right to a healthy environment was also explicitly recognized by the General Assembly in 2022,
and has since been acknowledged by the Conferences of the Parties to both the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity.”
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® General comment No. 27 (2025)

Para. 14. “Where an activity is determined to pose a significant risk to the environment
and thereby affect the enjoyment of Covenant rights, States parties must conduct environmental and human
rights impact assessments, as they form core components of procedural obligations. The assessment should
be conducted prior to the activity, be independent, consider cumulative impacts, and, in cases involving activities
that may affect Indigenous Peoples’ territories, be carried out in a manner that respects their culture.
Such assessments shall be conducted with meaningful public participation, and the results shall be made public

and used to inform measures to prevent, cease and remedy any human rights violations or abuses.”
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“ General comment No. 27 (2025)

Para. 16. “In particular, climate change is already severely impacting the enjoyment
of Covenant rights, and exacerbating other environmental challenges, requiring both systemic transformation
and concrete policy measures. Under the Covenant, States parties are obliged to adopt and implement
both mitigation and adaption measures to protect Covenant rights from the effects of climate change,
and to provide reparation for the adverse impacts of climate change. These measures must reflect the highest
possible ambition to meet the global temperature goal, aiming to avoid the worst climate-related harms
and uphold human rights and sustainable development. In designing and implementing mitigation and adaptation
measures, States parties must ensure that they are disability-inclusive, address structural discrimination

or inequality, and pay particular attention to the rights of individuals and groups in vulnerable situations.”
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