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ABSTRACT

This article critically synthesizes empirical evidence from the first quarter of the twenty-first
century (2001-2025) to examine the complex, conditional relationship among religiosity, rule
compliance, and social order. Challenging conventional assumptions that religion inherently
fosters law-abiding behavior and that secularism undermines morality, this review analyzes
findings across three social strata: the family unit, the organizational workplace, and broader
society. At the micro-level, religiosity often acts as a protective factor against deviance, yet it
can paradoxically be leveraged to justify harmful behaviors, revealing a dual-edged sword
effect. In organizations, while intrinsic religiosity correlates with reduced deviance and
increased whistleblowing, hierarchical religious structures frequently enable systemic
corruption by prioritizing loyalty over accountability. Crucially, the synthesis reveals that the
impact of religiosity is not linear but is moderated by eight key variables, including intrinsic
motivation, fundamentalism, the balance between civic and religious identity, and the quality
of secular institutions. Furthermore, contrary to pervasive anti-atheist prejudices, robust
secular societies consistently exhibit high levels of rule of law and well-being, demonstrating
that consequentialist ethics and strong secular institutions effectively promote social order
without supernatural surveillance. The article concludes by urging legal scholars and
policymakers to prioritize institutional quality and inclusive civic governance over simplistic
religious assumptions to ensure equitable justice and human rights.

Keywords: Rule-Compliance, Sociology of Religion, Secular Ethics, Legal Pluralism,
Institutional Quality

CITATION INFORMATION: Horakul, P., Wongmahesak, K., Sriyakul, T., & Singh, B.
(2026). Beyond The Divine Mandate: The Conditional Dynamics of Religiosity, Secular
Ethics, and Rule-Compliance. Procedia of Multidisciplinary Research, 4(5), 1.

Procedia of Multidisciplinary Research Article No. 1
Vol. 4 No. 5 (May 2026)


mailto:bhupinder.singh@sharda.ac.in

[2]

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This article is part of the research project titled “Religiosity and Rule-Compliance Across
Multiple Social Levels: A Documentary Synthesis of Evidence from the First Quarter of the
21st Century and Its Implications for Law and Religion.” The project was funded by a
research promotion and support grant from the Association of Legal & Political Studies, under
contract number ALPS. 3/2569, with a total funding amount of 50,000 Thai Baht.

Data Availability Statement: The raw data supporting the conclusions of this article will be
made available by the authors, without undue reservation.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare that the research was conducted in the absence of
any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of
interest.

Publisher’s Note: All claims expressed in this article are solely those of the authors and do
not necessarily represent those of their affiliated organizations, or those of the publisher, the
editors and the reviewers. Any product that may be evaluated in this article, or claim that may
be made by its manufacturer, is not guaranteed or endorsed by the publisher.

® @ @ Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. This is a fully open-access article
@ distributed under the terms of the Attribution-NonCommercial-

NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0).




