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ABSTRACT

This paper explores the intricate needle point of cultural interactions that shape the
contemporary relationship between Southeast Asia and China. This abstract delves into the
historical foundations of these connections, tracing the long-standing exchange of ideas,
traditions, and artistic expressions that have woven a complex cultural fabric across the region.
While historical ties have fostered a sense of familiarity, the contemporary landscape is marked
by evolving dynamics driven by China's increasing regional influence. This study examines
how China's cultural diplomacy, through initiatives like Confucius Institutes and media
outreach, seeks to enhance its soft power and cultivate positive perceptions. It also considers
the complex role of overseas Chinese communities, which serve as cultural bridges but also
raise concerns about potential influence. Furthermore, the abstract analyzes the impact of
Chinese popular culture on Southeast Asian societies, exploring both its appeal and the
anxieties it evokes regarding cultural homogenization. The abstract highlights the diverse
responses across Southeast Asia, reflecting the region's rich cultural mosaic. Each nation
navigates its relationship with China's cultural influence through its unique historical
experiences and socio-political contexts. Ultimately, this research underscores the necessity of
understanding the cultural dimensions of Sino-Southeast Asian relations alongside economic
and geopolitical considerations. The interplay of historical legacies and contemporary
influences paints a nuanced picture, revealing a region grappling with both the opportunities
and challenges posed by China's cultural presence.
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