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ABSTRACT 
This research employs a mixed-methods approach, integrating both quantitative and qualitative 
methodologies, to analyze the impact of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on economic 
development and environmental sustainability in the Mekong River Basin, specifically 
focusing on Cambodia and Laos. The primary objectives of the study were to assess the 
economic benefits of the BRI projects and to examine the environmental challenges they 
present. Data collection was conducted from January to June 2024, utilizing questionnaires for 
quantitative data and in-depth interviews for qualitative insights. Quantitative data were 
analyzed using descriptive statistics and regression analysis, while qualitative data were 
interpreted through content analysis and deep thematic interpretation. The findings reveal that 
while the BRI has positively contributed to economic development in both Cambodia and Laos, 
it has also resulted in significant negative impacts on environmental sustainability, particularly 
in terms of water quality, biodiversity, and forest cover. The study recommends policy reforms 
aimed at promoting sustainable development and enhancing community participation in 
decision-making processes to ensure that BRI projects align with both economic and 
environmental objectives in a balanced manner. 
Keywords: Belt and Road Initiative, Economic Development, Environmental Sustainability, 
Mekong River Basin 
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INTRODUCTION 
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), launched in 2013, aims to expand China's economic 
and political influence on a global scale by investing in critical infrastructure across multiple 
countries. The Mekong River Basin, encompassing Cambodia and Laos, is a region of 
significant economic and environmental importance, characterized by its rich natural resources, 
such as water and energy, and its role as a key transportation corridor linking trade between 
China and Southeast Asian nations. 
Importance of the Problem: While BRI investments in Cambodia and Laos, such as the 
construction of hydropower dams and high-speed railways, have created opportunities for 
regional economic development, they have also introduced significant environmental 
challenges. These include changes in water quality, a decline in biodiversity, and the loss of 
forested areas, all of which adversely affect local communities that depend on these natural 
resources for their livelihoods. 
Research Problem: This study aims to analyze the impact of the BRI on economic development 
and environmental sustainability in the Mekong River Basin, with a focus on Cambodia and 
Laos—two countries that have received substantial investment under the initiative. The 
research evaluates both the positive impacts, such as economic growth, and the negative 
consequences, including environmental degradation, to propose development strategies that are 
aligned with local contexts and promote long-term sustainability. 
Research Objectives 
1) To analyze the impact of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on economic development in 
Cambodia and Laos. 
2) To examine the effects of the BRI on environmental sustainability in the Mekong River 
Basin. 
3) To propose policy recommendations and management strategies to mitigate the impacts of 
the BRI in the Mekong River Basin.  
Scope of Research  
Content: This research focuses on examining the economic and environmental impacts of the 
BRI, specifically within the context of Cambodia and Laos. 
Geographical Area: The study covers the Mekong River Basin, with a particular emphasis on 
Cambodia and Laos. 
Time Frame: The research analyzes the period from the initiation of the BRI to the present. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEWS 
The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Its Economic Impact on Southeast Asia 
Definition: Launched by China in 2013, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a global strategy 
aimed at enhancing economic connectivity through infrastructure investments like railways, 
roads, ports, and energy networks. Southeast Asia plays a pivotal role due to its strategic 
location, linking Asia, Europe, and Africa (World Bank, 2020). 
Form: The BRI consists of two main components: the Silk Road Economic Belt, focused on 
land routes through Central Asia to Europe, and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, which 
connects Southeast Asia to Africa and Europe via sea (Zhang, 2020). In Southeast Asia, the 
BRI emphasizes infrastructure projects to strengthen economic ties with China (ASEAN 
Briefing, 2021). 
Characteristics: The BRI in Southeast Asia is characterized by large-scale infrastructure 
projects, such as the China-Laos high-speed railway, which involve complex economic and 
political relationships between China and regional countries (Menon & Warr, 2020; Chen & 
Lin, 2021). 
Conditions: The success of BRI projects depends on effective cooperation between China and 
host countries, management of economic and political risks, and addressing environmental and 
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social concerns. Projects ignoring local impacts may face resistance and long-term challenges 
(Wang, 2020; Xu, 2019). 
Factors: 1) Economic: Infrastructure investments reduce costs, improve logistics, and drive 
economic growth (Liu et al., 2020). 2) Political: Strong diplomatic ties and stability are 
essential for project success, while political tensions can impede progress (Lin & Hu, 2020). 
3) Social and Environmental: Balancing development with environmental preservation is 
crucial, especially in sensitive areas like the Mekong River Basin (Grumbine & Xu, 2019). 
Theories: 1) Economic Development: Neoclassical Growth Theory highlights the role of 
infrastructure investment in economic growth (Romer, 1986). 2) Economic Connectivity: This 
theory underscores the importance of infrastructure in enhancing trade and regional integration 
(Krugman, 1991). 3) Sustainability: The Environmental Kuznets Curve (EKC) suggests that 
while economic growth may initially harm the environment, it can lead to improvements as 
wealth increases (Grossman & Krueger, 1995). 
The Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on Environmental Sustainability in the 
Mekong River Basin  
Definition: Environmental sustainability within the BRI framework involves managing natural 
resources to maintain ecological balance, particularly in the Mekong River Basin, where 
resources like water, forests, and biodiversity are increasingly threatened by infrastructure 
projects (Xu, 2019). While the BRI, launched in 2013, aims to enhance economic connectivity, 
it has also raised concerns about environmental degradation in the region (World Bank, 2020). 
Form: The environmental impact of the BRI in the Mekong River Basin primarily arises from 
large-scale infrastructure projects like hydropower dams, railways, and roads. These 
developments often result in deforestation, disrupted river flows, and altered land use, 
significantly affecting local ecosystems and biodiversity (Grumbine & Xu, 2019; Zhang, 
2020). 
Characteristics: Key environmental challenges include: 
1) Hydrological Alterations: Dams disrupt natural water flows, affecting aquatic life and water 
quality (Ziv et al., 2019). 
2) Deforestation: Infrastructure projects lead to habitat loss and increased carbon emissions 
(Chen & Lin, 2021). 
3) Biodiversity Loss: Changes in land use reduce biodiversity, especially in sensitive areas like 
the Mekong Delta (Grumbine & Xu, 2019). 
Conditions: The environmental impact of BRI projects depends on: 
1) Regulatory Frameworks: Strong environmental regulations are vital for mitigating negative 
effects (Xu, 2019). 
2) Community Involvement: Projects with active community participation are more likely to 
address environmental concerns effectively (Wang, 2020). 
3) Cross-Border Cooperation: Regional cooperation is crucial for managing shared resources 
like the Mekong River sustainably (Mekong River Commission, 2021). 
Factors: 1) Economic Prioritization: A focus on rapid development often overlooks long-term 
environmental sustainability (Liu et al., 2020). 2) Technological Choices: The environmental 
impact of BRI projects depends on the sustainability of the technologies used (Zhang, 2020). 
3) Environmental Awareness: Stakeholder awareness influences the adoption of sustainable 
practices (Xu, 2019). 
Theories: 1) Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Theory: Highlights the importance of 
evaluating environmental effects to mitigate negative impacts (Glasson et al., 2012). 2) 
Sustainable Development Theory: Advocates for balancing economic growth with 
environmental protection (Hopwood et al., 2005). 3) Common-Pool Resource Theory: Focuses 
on cooperative management of shared resources like the Mekong River to prevent 
overexploitation (Ostrom, 1990). 
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Conclusion: The BRI's environmental impact in the Mekong River Basin is complex, requiring 
a balance between development and ecological preservation. Effective management, 
community engagement, and regional cooperation are key to ensuring the BRI supports long-
term sustainability in the region. 
Analysis of Economic Development Theories 
Definition: Economic Development Theories explore the processes and factors driving 
economic growth and improved living standards, particularly in developing countries like 
Cambodia and Laos (Todaro & Smith, 2020). 
Forms: 1) Neoclassical Growth Theory: Focuses on capital accumulation, labor, and 
technology as drivers of economic growth, emphasizing the role of infrastructure, education, 
and health investments in enhancing productivity (Solow, 1956). 2) Endogenous Growth 
Theory: Highlights internal factors like technological innovation, R&D, and human capital as 
key drivers of sustainable economic growth, stressing the importance of strong institutions and 
policies (Romer, 1990). 3) Dependency Theory: Argues that developing countries are often 
dependent on exporting low-value goods while importing high-value products, leading to 
imbalanced development. It advocates for domestic industrialization to reduce reliance on 
developed nations (Frank, 1967). 
Characteristics: 1) Neoclassical Growth Theory: Emphasizes market-driven growth through 
capital and labor investments but may not address internal inequalities. 2) Endogenous Growth 
Theory: Focuses on innovation and strong institutions as essential for long-term growth. 3) 
Dependency Theory: Stresses the need for self-reliance and reducing dependence on foreign 
economies. 
Conditions: 1) Financial and Human Resources: Adequate financial and skilled labor resources 
are essential for growth (World Bank, 2020). 2) Institutional Stability: Stable, effective 
institutions are crucial for sustainable growth (Acemoglu & Robinson, 2012). 3) Global Market 
Access: Policies that facilitate trade and attract foreign investment are vital for economic 
development (Lall, 2000). 
Factors: 1) Infrastructure Investment: Critical for boosting productivity and facilitating 
economic activities (Asian Development Bank, 2019). 2) Technological and Innovation 
Development: Necessary for enhancing competitiveness and creating high-value products 
(Romer, 1990). 3) International Cooperation: Trade and investment partnerships are key to 
reducing economic risks and promoting growth (ASEAN, 2020). 
Conclusion: Applying economic development theories, such as Neoclassical and Endogenous 
Growth, can guide policies that foster sustainable growth in developing countries like 
Cambodia and Laos. Considering Dependency Theory can help these nations address global 
inequalities and pursue self-sustained development.  
Analysis of Environmental Sustainability Theories 
Definition: Environmental sustainability theories offer frameworks for balancing economic 
development with ecological preservation, ensuring long-term sustainability, especially in 
sensitive regions like the Mekong River Basin (Hopwood, Mellor, & O’Brien, 2005). 
Forms: 
1) Sustainable Development: Integrates economic, social, and environmental goals to meet 
present needs without compromising future generations (WCED, 1987). 
2) Ecological Modernization: Suggests that economic growth can coexist with environmental 
protection through technological innovation (Mol & Sonnenfeld, 2000). 
3) Environmental Kuznets Curve (EKC): Proposes that environmental degradation initially 
worsens with economic growth but improves as economies mature and adopt cleaner 
technologies (Grossman & Krueger, 1995). 
Characteristics:  
1) Sustainable Development: Holistic integration of economic and environmental objectives. 
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2) Ecological Modernization: Emphasizes technology’s role in reducing environmental 
impacts. 
3) Environmental Kuznets Curve: Highlights a dynamic relationship where environmental 
quality improves at higher income levels. 
Conditions: 
1) Strong Legal Frameworks: Effective environmental regulations are essential (Xu, 2019). 
2) International Cooperation: Necessary for managing shared resources like the Mekong River 
(Mekong River Commission, 2021). 
3) Community Involvement: Crucial for aligning development with local needs (Wang, 2020). 
Conclusion: Environmental sustainability in the Mekong River Basin requires integrating 
economic development with ecological preservation through strategies informed by theories 
like Sustainable Development, Ecological Modernization, and the EKC. 
Expanded Analysis of Natural Resource Management Theories 
Definition: Natural Resource Management (NRM) focuses on the sustainable use and 
conservation of resources like water and forests, balancing current needs with future 
sustainability (Ostrom, 1990; Molle, 2008). 
Forms: 
1) Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM): Coordinates the management of water 
and related resources across sectors to promote sustainability (Global Water Partnership, 2000).  
2) Common Property Resource (CPR) Theory: Emphasizes collective management and local 
governance of shared resources to prevent overuse (Ostrom, 1990). 
3) Adaptive Management: Involves flexible, iterative decision-making that adapts to 
environmental changes, crucial in dynamic ecosystems (Holling, 1978). 
Characteristics: 1) IWRM: Holistic management integrating various sectors and stakeholders. 
2) CPR Theory: Focuses on community-based governance of shared resources. 3) Adaptive 
Management: Continuous learning and strategy adjustment based on outcomes. 
Conditions: 1) Institutional Strength: Robust institutions are necessary for effective NRM, 
particularly in transboundary regions like the Mekong. 2) Stakeholder Engagement: Involving 
communities ensures strategies are culturally appropriate and more effective. 3) Knowledge 
Integration: Combining scientific and traditional knowledge enhances NRM practices. 
Conclusion: Effective NRM in the Mekong River Basin requires applying diverse theories, 
including IWRM, CPR, and Adaptive Management, to develop sustainable strategies that 
balance economic growth with environmental protection. 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Research Design: Mixed Methods Approach 
This study employs a Mixed Methods approach, combining quantitative and qualitative 
research to assess the BRI’s impacts on economic development and environmental 
sustainability in Cambodia and Laos. Quantitative research provides statistical insights into 
economic effects, while qualitative research offers detailed perspectives on environmental 
challenges through interviews. 
Population and Sampling 
The study targets government officials, business leaders, environmental experts, and local 
communities in Cambodia and Laos.  
1) Quantitative Sample: 130 participants will complete structured surveys.  
2) Qualitative Sample: 20 in-depth interviews will be conducted with selected experts and 
community leaders. 
Research Instruments  
1) Questionnaires: Structured surveys with closed-ended and Likert scale questions to assess 
economic impacts.  
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2) In-depth Interviews: Semi-structured interviews to explore environmental impacts and 
community responses. 
Data Collection  
1) Primary Data: Surveys and interviews conducted face-to-face, with interviews recorded and 
transcribed.  
2) Secondary Data: Analysis of relevant documents and reports to supplement primary data. 
Data Analysis  
1) Quantitative Analysis: Use of descriptive statistics and regression analysis to identify key 
economic relationships.  
2) Qualitative Analysis: Content and thematic analysis of interview transcripts, with 
triangulation to ensure data reliability. 
Summary: This approach provides a comprehensive evaluation of the BRI’s economic and 
environmental impacts in the Mekong River Basin, ensuring robust findings that can inform 
policy and decision-making. 
 
RESEARCH RESULTS 
According to Objective 1: The impact of the BRI project on economic development in 
Cambodia and Laos. 
Quantitative research results: Survey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chart 1 GDP growth rates for each year, along with the economic and environmental impacts 
in the Mekong River Basin, Cambodia, and Laos. 
 
Quantitative Research Findings: 
Economic Growth: 
1) Cambodia: GDP growth has increased by X% annually due to BRI investments, especially 
in the industrial and construction sectors. This has improved infrastructure, transportation, and 
regional connectivity, boosting the country's competitiveness and expanding high-value 
industrial exports. 
2) Laos: GDP has grown by Y% annually, driven by hydropower projects. However, reliance 
on the energy sector poses risks, as fluctuations in global energy markets could undermine 
economic stability due to a lack of diversification. 
Job Creation and Income: 
1) Cambodia: The BRI has created numerous jobs in construction and services, increasing 
household incomes and reducing poverty. The broader income distribution has enhanced 
economic stability. 
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2) Laos: Job creation is uneven, with rural areas experiencing income disparities. Capital-
intensive projects like hydropower provide limited local employment, making the economy 
vulnerable to shifts in the energy sector. 
Local Economic Structure: 
1) Cambodia: The economy is shifting from agriculture to industrial and service sectors, 
attracting foreign investment and promoting sustainable growth. 
2) Laos: The economy remains dependent on energy and agriculture, with limited 
diversification. This poses risks if global energy demands change, highlighting the need for 
diversification into non-energy sectors. 
Conclusion: The BRI has had different impacts in Cambodia and Laos. Cambodia benefits from 
increased economic connectivity and investment, while Laos faces challenges due to its 
reliance on the energy sector. Tailored policies are needed to ensure sustainable growth in both 
countries. 
Qualitative Research Findings: 
Cambodia: 
1) Infrastructure Development: BRI investments have significantly improved infrastructure, 
enhancing transportation and access to markets, which boosts trade and attracts foreign 
investment. 
2) Foreign Investment: Improved infrastructure has made Cambodia a regional trade hub, 
increasing foreign direct investment crucial for economic growth. 
3) Local Business Growth: The BRI has stimulated growth in construction, services, and 
transportation, contributing to economic diversification. 
Laos: 
1) Dependence on Energy: Concerns exist about Laos' reliance on the energy sector, 
particularly hydropower, which poses risks due to market fluctuations and environmental 
challenges. 
2) Economic Sustainability: There is uncertainty about the sustainability of Laos' growth, with 
a need for diversification into agriculture, tourism, and services to create a more balanced 
economy. 
Conclusion: Cambodia has seen positive outcomes from the BRI, particularly in infrastructure 
and investment. In contrast, Laos faces challenges due to its energy dependency and concerns 
about long-term sustainability. Policies tailored to each country’s context are essential for 
addressing these challenges. 
According to objective number 2: The impact of the BRI project on environmental 
sustainability in the Mekong River basin. 
Quantitative research results: From the survey 
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Chart 2 The impact of the BRI project on water quality and biodiversity in terms of the 
environment. 
 
Quantitative Research Findings 
Water Quality: 
1) Cambodia: Most respondents report improved water quality, likely due to investments in 
water treatment infrastructure. 
2) Laos: Responses are mixed, with many noting no change or a decline, possibly due to the 
disruptive effects of hydropower projects. 
Implications: The benefits of infrastructure development on water quality vary by project type 
and implementation, highlighting the need for tailored environmental safeguards. 
Biodiversity: 
1) Cambodia: A majority believe biodiversity has improved or remained stable, suggesting 
effective conservation strategies in BRI projects. 
2) Laos: A significant portion sees a decline in biodiversity, likely due to habitat disruption 
from large-scale infrastructure projects. 
Implications: Successful conservation integration is evident in Cambodia, while Laos requires 
stronger environmental assessments and mitigation efforts. 
Conclusion: The BRI’s environmental impacts in the Mekong River Basin are varied. While 
infrastructure can bring benefits, it also poses significant risks, particularly in Laos. A context-
sensitive approach is essential to balance development with environmental protection. 
Qualitative research findings: From the interviews 
Water Quality: 
1) Improved: Some noted better water management due to upgraded infrastructure. 
2) No Change: Others saw no significant impact, possibly due to non-water-related projects. 
3) Deteriorated: Some reported declines linked to large infrastructure projects like dams. 
Theoretical Link: These findings align with Sustainability Theory, emphasizing the need for 
sustainable water management in BRI projects. 
Biodiversity: 
1) Increased: Positive effects from conservation efforts within BRI projects were noted. 
2) No Change: Some saw no impact on local ecosystems. 
3) Decreased: Concerns about habitat destruction were raised. 
Theoretical Link: Conservation Theory and Ecological Theory highlight the importance of 
protecting biodiversity during development. 
Natural Resource Management: 
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1) Water Management: Mixed views on improvements and potential negative impacts like 
altered water flows. 
2) Forest Conservation: Some benefits noted, but concerns about deforestation persist. 
Theoretical Link: Natural Resource Management Theory underscores the need for sustainable 
resource use and conservation. 
Conclusion: The qualitative findings reveal the complex environmental impacts of the BRI in 
the Mekong River Basin. Tailored, sustainable policies are crucial to mitigating environmental 
risks and promoting long-term ecological balance in the region. 
According to objective 3, to propose guidelines for the development of policies and the 
management of impacts arising from the BRI project in the Mekong River Basin region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chart 3 Consider the adequacy of policies and community involvement in the planning process 
 
Quantitative Research Findings: Survey Data Analysis 
The survey data reveals critical insights into the perceptions of policy adequacy and community 
participation in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) within the Mekong River Basin, highlighting 
areas needing urgent attention. 
Quantitative Research Findings: 
Policy Adequacy: 
1) Insight: A significant portion of respondents believe current policies are inadequate to 
manage the BRI’s impacts, indicating an urgent need for reform. Existing frameworks are seen 
as insufficient to address the environmental and social complexities associated with the BRI. 
2) Conclusion: There is a critical need for more comprehensive, flexible, and responsive 
policies that can effectively manage the BRI’s impacts while promoting sustainable 
development. 
Community Participation: 
Insight: The data reveals minimal or nonexistent community involvement in the BRI planning 
process, leading to conflicts and dissatisfaction. Limited participation undermines project 
legitimacy and acceptance. 
Conclusion: Enhancing community engagement is essential to ensure that local voices are 
included, fostering trust and cooperation for more sustainable project outcomes. 
Qualitative research findings: From the interviews. 
1) Community Responses: 
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Insight: Communities show varied responses to BRI-related environmental changes, ranging 
from passive acceptance to active opposition. Acceptance is often linked to perceived economic 
benefits, while opposition is driven by concerns over environmental and lifestyle disruptions. 
2) Community Adaptation: 
Insight: Some communities have adapted by adopting sustainable practices and forming 
networks to manage the BRI’s impacts. These efforts reflect a proactive approach to balancing 
development with environmental conservation. 
3) Community Participation in Decision-Making: 
Insight: Satisfaction and reduced negative impacts correlate with higher levels of community 
involvement in BRI planning. Conversely, limited participation is linked to dissatisfaction and 
greater risks. 
Recommendations: 
1) Enhance Community Participation: Involve local communities at every stage of the BRI 
process to ensure development aligns with community needs and sustainability goals. 2) Policy 
form: Revise and improve policies to be more adaptable and comprehensive, addressing the 
specific challenges posed by the BRI. 3) Support Community Adaptation: Encourage and 
support community-led initiatives and sustainable practices to mitigate negative impacts and 
enhance resilience. Conclusion: The research underscores the need for policy improvements 
and greater community involvement in the BRI to achieve sustainable and equitable 
development in the Mekong River Basin. 
 
DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION 
Objective 1: Impact of the BRI on Economic Development in Cambodia and Laos. 
1) Findings: The BRI has significantly boosted economic development in Cambodia and Laos, 
mainly through infrastructure improvements and foreign investment. Cambodia has benefited 
from enhanced connectivity and competitiveness, while Laos has seen short-term growth 
driven by energy sector investments. However, Laos faces long-term risks due to its heavy 
reliance on the volatile energy market. 
2) Theoretical Alignment: These findings support Infrastructure-Led Development Theory, 
which posits that infrastructure investment is crucial for economic growth. 
3) Supporting Literature: Studies by Wilson (2018) and Lee et al. (2020) reinforce these 
findings, highlighting the role of infrastructure in driving investment and the risks of over-
reliance on the energy sector.  
Considerations: The different impacts underscore the need for tailored strategies that consider 
each country’s economic context. 
Objective 2: Impact of the BRI on Environmental Sustainability in the Mekong River 
Basin. 
1) Findings: The BRI has led to environmental degradation in the Mekong River Basin, 
including water quality deterioration, biodiversity loss, and deforestation, primarily due to 
large infrastructure projects like dams. 
2) Theoretical Alignment: These results align with Environmental Conservation Theory, 
emphasizing the need to protect ecological balance. 
3) Supporting Literature: Similar environmental concerns have been documented by Zhang 
(2019) and Harris (2021). 
Considerations: The environmental impacts highlight the need for stronger sustainability 
measures and more rigorous environmental assessments. 
Objective 3: Recommendations for Policy Development and Impact Management. 
1) Findings: There is a critical need for improved policies and greater community participation 
to manage the BRI’s impacts effectively and sustainably. 



[11] 

2) Theoretical Alignment: The findings support Sustainable Development Theory, advocating 
for balanced growth and community involvement. 
3) Supporting Literature: Research by Brown et al. (2020) and Smith (2017) stresses the 
importance of aligning policies with local contexts and enhancing community participation. 
Considerations: Effective policies must be adaptable and inclusive, fostering cross-sector 
collaboration. 
Considerations: Key Findings 
Economic Development: 1) Cambodia: Infrastructure improvements have enhanced market 
connectivity and competitiveness, driving economic growth. 2) Laos: Energy sector reliance 
has boosted short-term growth but poses long-term risks. 
Environmental Sustainability: The BRI has negatively impacted the Mekong River Basin’s 
environment, particularly in terms of water quality, biodiversity, and deforestation. 
Community Response: Communities have shown varied responses, with some adapting 
sustainably, highlighting the need for proactive involvement in balancing development with 
conservation. 
Community Involvement: Increased participation in planning and decision-making is crucial 
for aligning projects with local needs and ensuring sustainability. 
Recommendations: 
1) Policy Improvement: Enhance policies to integrate economic, social, and environmental 
aspects, with robust environmental assessments and region-specific strategies. 
2) Enhance Community Participation: Establish mechanisms for active community 
involvement throughout the BRI project lifecycle to foster ownership and transparency. 
3) Support Community Adaptation: Promote sustainable resource use and cooperation 
networks to increase resilience and manage impacts. 
4) Sustainable Development Fund: Create a fund dedicated to restoring damaged resources and 
supporting long-term ecological balance. 
Future Research Recommendations: 
1) Long-Term Impact Studies: Explore the long-term economic and environmental effects of 
the BRI to inform responsive policies. 
2) Community Participation Analysis: Investigate the impact of community involvement on 
project success to improve management strategies. 
3) Comparative Studies: Conduct research across different countries to identify factors 
contributing to the success of BRI projects in varied contexts. These conclusions and 
recommendations stress the need for integrated, sustainable policies that address the complex 
challenges in the Mekong River Basin, ensuring balanced development. 
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