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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study 1) the approaches to enhancing sustainable tourism competitiveness of Koh Lipe,
Satun Province and 2) trilateral cooperation in developing sustainable tourism in Koh Lipe. This is a qualitative
study that collected data from documents, academic works, relevant government papers, and in-depth
interviews with 18 key informants, including government officials, entrepreneurs, and civil society in Koh Lipe
area. The study found that the enhancement of sustainable tourism competitiveness in Koh Lipe having the
Satun Province Development Plan 2023-2027 as a guideline has two main policies: 1) the development of
infrastructure and public services, and 2) the promotion of tourism. However, these policies lack systematic
management and primarily address short-term problems, particularly waste management issues. Regarding
trilateral cooperation in sustainable tourism development, the research revealed that the government sectors,
entrepreneurs, and local people in Koh Lipe lack concrete collaborative frameworks, posing significant obstacles
to enhancing competitiveness. Based on the findings, the study suggests that the government sector should
study the feasibility, analyze the advantages and disadvantages of each approach to enhancing sustainable
tourism competitiveness from all stakeholders, and amend the relevant regulations for more flexibility.
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