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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research article was to present a qualitative study on the impact of IUU fishing measures
on commercial fishing operators in the Khura Buri District, Phang Nga province. Data for the study was gathered
from academic sources and through in-depth interviews with 10 key informants who are commercial fishing
operators in the area. According to the study's findings, the impacts of IUU fishing measures on commercial
fishing operators in the aforementioned area were 1) the measures significantly impacted the lifestyle of
commercial fishing operators. Operators faced difficult adjustments as effective policy enforcement posed
challenges to their livelihoods. This had unavoidable consequences for the local fishing community's way of
life. 2) The study discovered legal implications that imposed additional burdens on commercial fishing operators.
These included requirements such as requiring labor wages to be transferred through bank accounts and
imposing rigid laws on fishermen. Furthermore, the fines imposed were excessively high in comparison to
general legal standards. 3) Commercial fishing operators faced financial effects as a result of increased labor
costs, installation costs for communication radios, expenses for vessel tracking systems, and, most notably,
increased fuel costs. These economic burdens had an impact on the financial sustainability of their operations.
However, this study offers two recommendations: 1) It is advisable to involve stakeholders who are directly
affected in the decision-making process for formulating measures. 2) The enforcement of laws should be divided
into short-term phases to address immediate issues and long-term phases to ensure the sustainability of
organizing the Thai fisheries industry.
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