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ABSTRACT 
Directed and written by Phuwanet Seechomphu, Xian Rang The Movie (2023), or in English, 
Nice Guy Rang, The Movie, tells the life story of a group of young male friends living together 
in northeastern Thailand. They face many difficulties in their everyday lives such as irregular 
incomes and strange desires for a fantasy world where gratification can go unfulfilled. This 
article aims to explore and analyze the images of the male protagonists portrayed in the film. 
The main data is gathered from this motion picture. Textual analysis is the key method in this 
study. The concept of representation and semiotics are applied to data analysis. The study 
shows that these young male characters are fundamentally restrained within their identities as 
Thai northeasterners, who damage their lives with alcohol and sleep deprivation and on 
numerous occasions, their bizarre upcountry antics make them careless. This is a sentimental 
cult movie where the filmmaker explores the male protagonists’ struggle with their own teen 
masculinity crises. 
Keywords: Cinema, Gender, Southeast Asian, Working Class 
 
CITATION INFORMATION: Boon-Long, P. (2023). Images of Male Characters in the Thai 
Film, XIAN RANG THE MOVIE. Procedia of Multidisciplinary Research, 1(10), 14 
 
  



[2] 

Data Availability Statement: The raw data supporting the conclusions of this article will be 
made available by the authors, without undue reservation. 
 
Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare that the research was conducted in the absence of 
any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of 
interest. 
 
Publisher’s Note: All claims expressed in this article are solely those of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent those of their affiliated organizations, or those of the publisher, the 
editors and the reviewers. Any product that may be evaluated in this article, or claim that may 
be made by its manufacturer, is not guaranteed or endorsed by the publisher. 
 

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors. This is a fully open-access article 
distributed under the terms of the Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0). 
 


