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ABSTRACT

This article aims to study and analyze the meaning and metaphor patterns related to the male gender in
Chinese idioms. The idioms were sourced from the "Chinese Idiom Dictionary", the "Categorized Chinese
Idioms Dictionary", and the online idiom dictionary on Hydcd.com (/X%jtﬁ%ﬁﬂ) A total of 87 idiom
expressions associated with the male gender were identified, and they can be classified into four distinct
categories based on their semantic meanings: 1) facial and physical attributes, 2) character traits, 3) behavioral
tendencies, and 4) symbolic depictions. Additionally, these idioms can be further categorized into five metaphor-
based classifications, including 1) bodily organs, 2) personal depictions, 3) animals, 4) objects, and 5) nature.
Through analyzing these idioms, it is possible to trace the origins of their meanings and metaphor patterns
tracing can be traced back to legends, historical events, beliefs, and other cultural elements embedded within
their contexts. Thus, this study effectively demonstrates the cultural background of idiomatic expressions
pertaining to the male gender.
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