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ABSTRACT

The goal of this analysis is to apply the Systemic Functional Linguistics theory (SFL) to
analyzesocial distance and visual sign in the context of Vietnamese art decoration. Based on
the concept of social semiotics, social distance between interactants in this analysis is
analyzed through a register description of tenor system within the context of situation. From a
social point of view, this analysis applies the five lines of human thought based on Bogardus
divided into motivational relevancies, including (i) human life, (ii) the natural world, (iii)
mythology, (iv) philosophy, (v) religion, and (vi) culture and tradition, to describe the
relationship between context of situation and meaning interpretation of Vietnamese
traditional art decoration. The findings suggest that social distance generally plays an
important role among interactants through Vietnamese traditional art decoration and
functional meaning interpretation. The findings further suggest that the tenor system reflects
some levels of social distance through a configuration of power, contact, and affective
involvement of language usage. As a result, the levels of social distance could be realized by
functional and social meaning interpretation, called socio-functional meaning system,
through three perspectives: (i) art interpretation and art appreciation, (ii) social beliefs, faiths,
and respect, and (iii) features and properties of art decoration. Some benefits of this study can
be applied to other fields of human communication such as film, advertising, and art
aesthetics.

Keywords: Tenor System, Social Distance, SFL, Social Semiotics, Viethamese Traditional
Art Decoration

CITATION INFORMATION: Khachonkittisakul, T., (2023). Social Distance and
Vietnamese Traditional Art Decoration. Procedia of Multidisciplinary Research, 1(5), 3.

Procedia of Multidisciplinary Research Article No. 3
Vol. 1 No. 5 (May 2023)



[2]

Data Availability Statement: The raw data supporting the conclusions of this article will be
made available by the authors, without undue reservation.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare that the research was conducted in the absence of
any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of
interest.

Publisher’s Note: All claims expressed in this article are solely those of the authors and do
not necessarily represent those of their affiliated organizations, or those of the publisher, the
editors and the reviewers. Any product that may be evaluated in this article, or claim that may
be made by its manufacturer, is not guaranteed or endorsed by the publisher.

®®© Copyright: © 2023 by the authors. This is a fully open-access article
@ distributed under the terms of the Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0).




