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Abstract

This academic article studies Luang Pu Suang as a “transcendent monk” who
has influenced the Thai-Cambodian border community. Content analysis reveals that
faith in him reflects a blend of indigenous Buddhism, legend and ethnic identity. Luang
Pu Suang is seen as transcending the formal monastic framework, possessing high
spiritual power. His history is vague, a mixture of facts and legends and linked
to Phnom Kulen mountain. Although his longevity and supernatural abilities cannot be
proven, they remain in the collective memory of the people. His unusual practices,
such as 2 asceticism, working with earth and burning objects, symbolize detachment
and nonattachment.

His teachings emphasize “giving”, sufficiency, and purification of the mind,
conveyed through riddles. Miracles are viewed as tools to help sentient beings and
build faith. Wat Phai Phatthana is a central hub that impacts community relations,
tourism and economy. Overall, Luang Pu Suang represents the transformation of faith
into cultural capital, leading to a balanced life.

Keywords: Luang Pu Suang, Cultural Capital, Soft Power, Community Development,

Grassroots Economy
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