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Epistemology; This article aims at the analytical study of Epistemology in
Theravada Buddhist Theravada Buddhist Philosophy with the help of the classical
Philosophy; works called Visuddhimagga. The main points in studying are

divided into 3, namely : The Epistemology in Theravada
Visuddhi Magea

Buddhist Philosophy, the Epistemology found in the classical
works called Visuddhimagga and the Epistemology in the
classical  works  called Visuddhimagga along with  the
Epistemology in other institutes. The important outcome of the
research can be summarized as follows : 1. The Epistemology
in Theravada Buddhist Philosophy is the system of thought
aiming at destroying ignorance (Avijja) which is regarded as the
important cause of birth, death and rebirth, and causing
knowledge (Vijja) to arise by way of changing the view (Ditthi)
and developing them until the right knowledge arises. This
means that the Theravada Buddhist Philosophy aims at looking
everthing rightly according to the principle of the Three
Characteristics (Ti  Lakkhana) until one understands that
everything arises from a cause and a factor. Everything cannot
arise by itself. When there is no cause and factor, nothing can
arise. The Theravada Buddhist Philosophy also emphasizes the
understanding of the hypothesis and the formulation which
describe the truth in various viewpoints in order not to adhere
to the principles to the effect that one becomes ignorant, but
at this point one must know how to categorize things with
wisdom which arises from trainning.

2. The knowledge in the Epistemology in the classical works
called Visuddhimagga is divided into 2 levels :- the worldly
knowledge (Lokiya nana) and the supermandane knowledge
(Lokuthra nana). The worldly knowledge is the base for
developing knowledge from acknowledgement, remembering and
relization  until  the  rightly  understanding arises.  The
supermandane knowledge is the way to get rid of ignorance
(Avijja) which is the base of not understanding things rightly as
they really are. It should be pointed out here that the kinds

of knowledge mentioned above depend on each other. That is
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to say the worldly knowledge exists for the sake of the
supermandane one. On the other hand, the supermandane
knowledge can arise with the help of the worldly knowledge
in order to distinguish as to what is the truth, what is the
supposition, and what is the highest truth. The two kinds of
knowledge arise from the development according to the three
kinds of trainning : precept, concentration and wisdom. 3. The
following are the conclusive statements about the epistemology
in the classical works called Visuddhimagga and the
Epistemology in philosophy held by other institutes :-

3.1 The epistemology in the classical works called
Visuddhimagga and the philosophy in Jainism both develop
knowledge from experiences to understand all the things
rightly. The difference between them is that the philosophy in
Jainism regards the wisdom as of variety, so it is of the view
that the general knowledge is not complete, and by this way,
every kind of knowledge is right but the classical works called
Visuddhimagga hold that there is only one highest knowledge
the explanation of which is of variety, either through
hypotheses or though theories. 3.2 The epistemology in the
classical works called Visuddhimagga and the philosophy in
Sangkhya Philosophy regard that the hightest knowledge is the
knowledge which is the cause of extinguishing all kinds of
suffering. The difference between them is that the philosophy
in Sangkhya Philosophy holds that the highest truth arises in
the realization of Atman without the state of moring to this
or that side according to the power of defilements. It is also
the system of philosophy that holds firmly the thought as the
principle. There is no clear principle of practice. On the
contrary, the classical works called Visuddhimagga regards that
the hightest knowledge is the way to look at all the things
as they really one. When one understands in this way, one
will find out the method of practising according to the
Eightfold Noble Path.3.3 This deals with the epistemology in
the classical works called Visuddhimagga and the rationalism.
The first one brings the principle of cause and effect for

explaining the truth and emphasizes that the principle of
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cause and effect cannot enable a person to understand all
the truth, because of lack of the experience in consideration.
Thus the knowledge in the classical works called
Visuddhimagga is the knowledge after the experience. This is
different from the principle of cause and effect which is the
belief in the knowledge before experience. 3.4 This deals with
the epistemology in the classical works called Visuddhimagga
and the empiricism. The former admits that the touch (bhassa)
or nervous touch (Prasada Sambhassa) is the base for
realization at the beginning, but at the higher level, it is
necessary to depend on the touch arising from the real
knowledge evident to oneself. So, the knowledge at the level
of touch out of the theory experience is the basic knowledge.
It cannot ¢o further to the knowledge to arise within a
person. On the contrary, the knowledge at which the classical
works called Visuddhimagga aims is the knowledge and the
understanding which arises from training inside to be co-relative

to the outside knowledge.
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