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An Analysis on Agenda Setting of Free Cannabis Policy in Thailand
through Kingdon's Model
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Abstract

Cannabis is a beneficial plant which could be harmful with wrongful use.
Thai people show a long history of wisdom regarding cannabis use. Since 2019, The
Free Cannabis Policy has been gaining extreme attention. The purposes of this
article are 1) To study the development of The Free Cannabis Policy in Thailand
through Kingdon's model and 2) To analyze the agenda setting of The Free
Cannabis Policy in Thailand through Kingdon's model. A study and analysis of
relevant laws and documents indicate that Thailand implemented its cannabis
policies through laws, ministry notifications, and ministry orders. The first law
passed was The Cannabis Act, B.E.2477 (1934). In 2019, the law was updated until
The Ministry of Public Health issued a notification allowing the public to grow
cannabis after registering on a dedicated application. This provides the majority of
people, especially children, easy access to cannabis, virtually enabling free use of
cannabis. This caused issues in many aspects, shifting public opinion from
supporting the medical use of cannabis to opposing The Free Cannabis Policy due
to restricted regulations by the government. This change in public opinion accords
with the policy questioning Kingdon's multiple streams model. When analyzing the
Free Cannabis Policy with the model, it was found that the problem stream, policy
stream, and politics stream have yet to open the window of opportunity, stopping
the implementation of the policy. In the future, however, if the government designs
and presents an appropriate restriction on cannabis use, it could lead to support
from the public and politics, consequently leading to all three streams opening the

window of opportunity for the Free Cannabis Policy.
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