324 | Journal of Peace Periscope Vol.6 No.1 (January - June 2025)

unumvasanIniunisliadlnelulinyusuy nsaldnerdnatiuuniau
JnIngIug el
The Role of Coffeehouse Councils in Thai Politics at the Community

Level: A Case Study of Ban Na Doem District, Surat Thani Province

RS neses!
Patiphat Phetsri'

Received: 23 September 2024; Revised: 15 May 2025; Accepted: 19 May 2025

UNANED

memﬁa@ﬁﬂmwmmm “@niniun” “LugmsﬁuﬁﬁummiLﬁaﬂmﬂUimwu
HiunsalAnwidneatiuuniy Jamdnasiugssill lneldnseuwuifnnfiaisisuy
Y94 Jurgen Habermas “)un19dsAL” ¥8a Robert Putnam wagkuifnn1sladiusuuwuulyl
Jumnenns dedeseiinaniniu FadufeiasusesrTuvesstu nduianudfaly
nsdafuiliussrmlduanasunnudndiunsdinuwaynsdledudnuaeildtusu
1ATIATINNT mamiﬁmsnLLamﬂﬁLﬁudwammLLWﬁmﬁTﬁL’ﬂuL’Jﬁmmimﬂuizé’usqmu
fidedonsiears nsdnndiasalulovieasisay warnsruiiuveslssvuite
wangeenINITiles wiazliflan ususolnsiaianan1seg19nau udan1nuNaInTo
azfouanduavasyuyy wazilunalnddglunisesuadisuszasulneuuuiidiusly
syfuTRIiu

o o o 1 1 a
ANEARY: ann1un; N1sLileaN1AUTEYIYY; NEa1sITMY; N1sidIus; Useusuley
Vieanu

Abstract
This article explores the role of the “coffee council” (sapha kafe) as a space
for grassroots politics through a case study of Ban Na Doem District, Surat Thani
Province. The study employs the conceptual frameworks of Jirgen Habermas’s

)

“public sphere,” Robert Putnam’s “social capital,” and the notion of “informal

participation” to analyze how this daily gathering, embedded in local routine,
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serves as a platform for community members to engage in social and political
discourse outside formal institutional structures. Findings reveal that the coffee
council functions as a localized public sphere that fosters communication, critique
of public policies, and collective political expression. Although lacking formal
recognition or structure, the coffee council reflects the collective will of the
community and serves as a vital mechanism in promoting participatory democracy

at the local level.

Keywords: Coffee Council; Grassroots Politics; Public Sphere; Participation;

Local Democracy
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