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ABSTRACT

This study investigates three primary objectives: (1) the concept of
Buddhist Natural Agriculture, (2) the concept of sustainable
development, and (3) the process of poverty alleviation through the
application of Buddhist Natural Agriculture principles. The research
focuses on a case study of the Natural Farming Center located in Nong
Bua Ban Subdistrict, Rattanaburi District, Surin Province, Thailand.
Qualitative research methodology was employed, comprising document
analysis, in-depth interviews, and focus group discussions. The data were
analyzed and presented using a descriptive and analytical approach. The
findings indicate that Buddhist Natural Agriculture is an integrative
approach that combines Buddhist teachings with natural farming
practices. The core aim of this approach is to achieve harmony between
human life and the natural environment, thereby fostering long-term
agricultural sustainability. Sustainable development, within this context,
refers to farming practices that balance food production with
environmental preservation. It prioritizes natural resource conservation,
minimizes chemical inputs, and seeks to establish long-term food
security. This approach promotes a holistic equilibrium encompassing
economic, social, and environmental dimensions. The case study analysis
reveals that farmers in the Nong Bua Ban area successfully organized
themselves into cooperatives and extended their networks across multiple
districts. This collaboration led to diversified agricultural outputs and
enhanced product value under the "Bawon" brand, which has been

24 April 2025 certified by Organic Way Thailand (EarthSafe Standard). Consequently,
Accepted: their products gained access to commercial retail outlets, resulting in
27 April 2025 increased household income and the promotion of self-reliance through
sustainable agriculture.
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