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Formulation of the 20-Year Development Goals for Songkhla Province
(B.E. 2023 - 2042)
Surapan Junsuwan! and Wanchatt Jaruwanno?

Abstract

This research aimed to (1) investigate the needs of Songkhla's residents and assess
the province's potential, and (2) formulate Songkhla's 20-year development goals (2023-
2042) in accordance with the Royal Decree on Integrated Area-Based Administration B.E. 2565
(2022). The study employed a mixed-method approach, combining quantitative and
qualitative data collection techniques. A survey was conducted using questionnaires
distributed to 310 residents of Songkhla province, with data analyzed using frequency and
percentage calculations. Additionally, four public forums and focus group discussions were
held with relevant stakeholders to gather qualitative insights. The research framework
adhered to guidelines set by the Subcommittee on Integrated Area-Based Administration
Policy for Academic, Legal, and Plan Integration.

The findings revealed that (1) residents identified education, natural resources and
environment, and culture as Songkhla's top three potential areas. The three most prioritized
development aspects were quality of life, public utility system management, and natural
resources and environment. (2) The 20-year development goal for Songkhla (2023-2042) was
established as "Songkhla: ASEAN Economic Hub, Livable Metropolis, Towards Sustainable
Development." To achieve this vision, eight key development plans were formulated: (1)
infrastructure development, (2) promotion of local identity agricultural products, safe
agriculture, bio-agriculture, and agricultural processing, (3) SME and startup development to
enhance competitiveness, (4) high-value tourism enhancement, (5) elevation of Songkhla as
an ASEAN regional healthcare service center, (6) education system improvement, (7)
sustainable natural resources and environmental management, and (8) smart and livable city
development.

Keywords: 20-year development goals, provincial development goals, Songkhla Province

Type of Article: Research Article
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