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Abstract

The investigation of carrying capacity of tourist spots or recreation
areas has been conducting in Thailand for more than 20 years. It is
mostly done by Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation. The investigation covers national parks on the land
and in the sea. This study classifies carrying capacity into 5 aspects:
physical, environmental, psychological, social/cultural, and
convenience facility. The concepts in this study involve the
investigation of impacts, a level of impacts occurring in the area, and
criteria setting on carrying capacity of impacts arised from recreation
activities in the area. This is together with the determination of the
standard of indicators in the area. The classification of carrying
capacity is on the basis of an opportunity stage on recreation in
tourist spots; capacity of the area to accommodate tourists; a level
of satisfaction; and density of tourists/people in the area. All of these
are used for the computation to find carrying capacity of an area.
Besides, there is the investigation of carrying capacity of community-
based tourism places. This puts the importance on carrying capacity
in 5 aspects: ecological, physical, social/cultural, economic, and

psychological/health.
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3. Han15398 (Research Results)
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