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Abstract

This research aims 1) To study the background and development of coconut utilization in
the Tha Kha community from the past to the present. 2) To study the evolution of local wisdom
in Tha Kha community in applying and inventing various forms of products from coconuts, and 3)
To study approaches to developing and upgrading new types of coconut products according to
market demand, by sampling from the population and sample group consisting of 5 members of
a community enterprise group that processes products from coconut fronds. The event was
attended by the village headman and two assistant village headmen from Village No. 6; two
groups of coconut product vendors (five individuals); three local experts in coconut leaf weaving;
and fifteen tourists visiting the Tha Kha community floating market, totaling 30 participants. Data
was collected through observation, interviews, and focus group discussions, and a mixed-methods
research approach combining qualitative and quantitative methods was used to obtain more
comprehensive and complete results.

The study found that the traditional knowledge of coconut processing in Tha Kha

community has utilized coconuts, a local waste material, to create value, worth, and income for
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families and the community. This arises from the wisdom, creativity, craftsmanship, and skills
passed down from the past to the present, resulting in a diverse range of products that reflect
changing lifestyles, cultures, values, technology, competition, and progress. This forces people to
learn, develop, and adapt in order to survive. Even though the materials are natural, easily
biodegradable, and locally sourced, and have low costs, the resulting products are exquisite works
of art. Producers must invest time and imagination in design, possess a passion for art, and
demonstrate great perseverance, effort, and patience. Currently, it is found that only elderly
people in the community are producing these items. This has resulted in insufficient supply to
meet market demand. Therefore, there should be support or educational initiatives from
government or private sector organizations to raise awareness among community members about
the importance of this product. And the value lies in the wisdom of transforming leftover materials

into unique products, thereby creating sustainable income for people in the community.
Keywords: Coconut processing, Traditional knowledge, Products
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