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Abstract

Thai-Chinese relations in Phuket date back to the 14th century, with the vast
majority of overseas Chinese arriving from Fujian Province. They traveled through the
Malay Peninsula to trade and work in the mines. The influence of the Hokkien
Chinese immigrants who caused their own culture from the Malay Peninsula to
spread. The resulting cultural process has created a unique regional identity of the
Phuket city community that is different from the original source population.

This academic paper aims to study interaction and identity creation of Thai -
Chinese descent in Phuket and how it affects the creation and maintenance of ethnic
identity of Thai-Chinese demographic. It can be concluded that cultural interactions
are of mutually reinforcing characteristics: adaptation, borrowing, assimilation, and
integration, forming an expressive dualism. Defining an identity of “Baba” or “Thai -
Chinese Descent in Phuket” reflects one's identity through language, traditions, rituals,
in which the existence of ethnic identity is linked through knowledge, beliefs and
group process This is the power relationship that has molded Thai Chinese in Phuket,

thus strengthening ethnic consciousness.
Keywords: Ethnicity, Interaction, Thai - Chinese Descent
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