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From Devandha Jataka to Thewan Kham Kap:
An Adaptation of Literary Presentation
from Pannasa Jataka to Kap Folktale for Rhythmic Reading
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Abstract

This article presents the literary presentation adaptation of Devandha
Jataka (the story number 6 in volume 2, the final episode, of Pannasa Jataka version
of National Library) into Thewan Kham Kap (inscribed in ancient Thai writing and at
the present kept at the National Library in Bangkok). It was found that the
presentation of Devandha Jataka was not very strict to the convention while the
Thewan Kham Kap was presented in a tale-like style using kham kap (a Thai poetic
pattern) or klon suad (a poetic style for rhythmic reading or chanting). For the
adaptation, it was found that the story begins with Lord Buddha’s present life which
describes the reason for narrating the story, poet self-critique, and the introduction.
The body of the story was adapted from a Lord Buddha’s past life (but not
explicitly claimed as his) and mantra (which is in poetic form written in Pali words).
The end of the story was the reincarnation of characters in Lord Buddha’s time
which is to show the connection of the characters and the story. The result of the
adaptation is the Kap folktale which agrees with composition convention of tales for

rhythmic reading and is a popular style among laymen in traditional Thai society.
Keywords: Pannasa Jataka, Kap folktale, Literary Presentation Adaptation
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