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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze and synthesize the role of forest
ordination as a cultural mechanism that enhances community capacity in the
management of natural resources and spiritual spaces. The study focuses on a case
study of Omkoi District, Chiang Mai Province, within the context of conflicts arising
from a coal mining project that overlaps with agricultural land, water sources, and
spiritual areas of the Karen ethnic community. The analysis is grounded in the
conceptual frameworks of community capacity building and participatory
development, examining systematically how forest ordination functions to connect
cultural dimensions, social capital, community participation, resource governance,
and policy negotiation.

The findings indicate that forest ordination is not merely a religious ritual
but a form of cultural innovation that transforms spiritual values into public norms
and ethical mechanisms for regulating resource use. The process contributes to
strengthening social capital, developing local leadership, and elevating the
community’s capacity from being passive recipients of development impacts to
becoming active agents in shaping their own development trajectory with dignity.
The article synthesizes new knowledge in the form of a Five-Dimensional Integrated
Community-Based Natural Resource Management Model, comprising cultural
foundations, community capacity, participation, governance, and policy negotiation.
This model reflects a community development approach that integrates spirituality,
culture, and power structures in a sustainable and systematic manner.

Keywords: Forest Ordination; Community Capacity Development; Community-Based

Natural Resource Management
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