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Abstract

This research article aims to analyze the current state of forestry in
Thailand, explore forest management approaches both domestically and
internationally, examine the limitations of promoting economic tree planting under
the Forest Act (No. 8), B.E. 2562 (2019), and propose strategies for enhancing
economic tree cultivation to contribute to national economic development. This
study employed a qualitative research methodology through content analysis of
diverse sources, including academic documents, articles, research papers, theses,
laws, regulations, and electronic media. The data were interpreted using rational
analysis to synthesize key insights and address the study’s objectives.

The findings reveal that Thailand is among the countries experiencing forest
area decline. As of 2023, forest coverage has decreased to 101,818,155.76 rai,
accounting for only 31.47% of the country’s total area. Case studies of international
forest management highlight the importance of stakeholder participation in the
conservation and utilization of forest resources. The proposed strategies to promote
economic tree planting for economic development include: (1) integrating
community forestry concepts into forest sector management; (2) designating areas
for both conservation and economic utilization; (3) identifying suitable tree species
for cultivation; and (4) promoting participation at both micro and macro levels to
support the sustainable development of valuable timber resources.

Keywords: Economic Tree Species; Forest Sector Management;

Economic Development
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