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Abstract

This research article aims to investigate three main aspects related to
ecotourism: 1) the potential and management model of ecotourism, 2) the factors
that influence the management model of ecotourism with community participation,
and 3) the problems, obstacles, and suggestions for ecotourism. The research adopts
both quantitative and qualitative approaches. The sample group for the study
consisted of 289 individuals who resided and worked in the Nam Aet Phu Loei
National Park. Data collection was conducted using a questionnaire, and the
collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics to determine percentages,
means, and standard deviations. Additionally, inferential statistics were employed to
conclude the data. The qualitative research component involved in-depth interviews
with a group of 14 key informants. The collected qualitative data were analyzed using
descriptive analysis techniques.

The study's findings revealed that the potential of ecotourism destinations in
Nam Aet Phu Loei National Park, Lao People's Democratic Republic, can be enhanced
through community participation. Overall, all aspects of the ecotourism management
model were found to be at a high level. This model encompasses seven key aspects,
namely physical characteristics, environmental quality preservation, economy and
society, arts and culture, nature of the national park, safety of life and property, and
providing care to enhance knowledge and awareness. Furthermore, the study
identified factors that influence the ecotourism management model. It was found
that these factors had a significant impact, as indicated by a Sig. F value of 0. 000

when considering the independent variables. Age, education, income, and tourism



58 | Academic Journal of Sustainable Habitat Development Vol. 4 No. 2 (July-December 2023)

potential were identified as variables that positively influenced the model. Notably,
all eight independent variables were able to predict 81. 87% of the model's variability
(R2=0. 8187). However, the study also identified certain problems and obstacles in
the management of ecotourism. These include transportation routes, inadequate
facilities, and insufficient water supply for the communities surrounding the national
park. Consequently, a water shortage problem has arisen. To address these
challenges, the study recommends several guidelines for the development of
ecotourism management. These guidelines include maintaining and involving the
community, developing ecological resources, creating tourism activities, promoting
education and training, marketing and advertising, improving transportation systems,
and supporting learning and cooperation.

Keywords: Ecotourism; Nam Et-Phou Louey National Park; Lao People’s Democratic

Republic
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